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PREFACE

T h e  p r e s e n t  b o o k  is c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  t h a t  f a m o u s  P r e - S o c r a t i c  

f r a g m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  b o w  a n d  t h e  ly r e ,  w h e r e  t h e i r  “ b a c k -  

s t r e t c h e d ” o r  “ r e t r o f l e x ” h a r m o n y  (p a lm to n o s  h a rm o n ia )  is 

s a id  to  d e p i c t  th e  t e n s e  i n n e r  c o h e s i o n  o f  a  d i v e r g i n g  u n i ty .  

T h e  s a m e  a u t h o r i t y ,  H e r a c l i t u s  o f  E p h e s u s ,  e m p l o y s  a  G r e e k  

p u n  to  s h o w  h o w  in  t h e  b o w  itse lf ,  o n e  o f  w h o s e  n a m e s  is bios , 

b o t h  t h e  n a m e  o f  life  a n d  t h e  a c t  o f  d e a t h  c o e x is t .  O r p h e u s ,  a s  

a m y t h i c a l  h e r o — i n d e e d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f a m e d  A r g o n a u t s —s t a n d s  

r i g h t  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e s e  j u n c t i o n s .  S o  i t  is n o  w o n d e r  t h a t  

th i s  b o o k  s h a r e s  in  t h a t  h a r m o n i o u s  t e n s i o n :  a  t e n s i o n  r o o t e d  

in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ly r e  a n d  t h e  b o w ,  w h o s e  p r o d u c t s  m a y  b e  

p i e r c i n g  s o u n d s  o r  s l a y i n g  a r r o w s .

H e r e ,  w e  h a v e  firs t  a  t e n s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a u t h o r ,  w h o  is i n ­

t o x i c a t e d  w i t h  h is  t h e m e  a n d  y e t  c o m m i t t e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  h is  

e x p o s i t i o n  in  a  d i s c u r s i v e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  m a n n e r .  W e  c a n  a l ­

m o s t  feel h is  p l i g h t :  h a v i n g  in  m i n d  t h e  “ t r e m e n d o u s  c o n t e m ­

p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  t r u t h  a n d  b e a u t y ”, w h i c h  w o u l d  m e r i t  

c i t h e r  a  bakchic  o u t b u r s t  o r  a  “s u p r a - n o e t i c  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s i ­

l e n c e ”, h e  is f o r c i n g  h i m s e l f  to  c o m p o s e  a  “s c i e n t i f i c ” t r e a t i s e .  

H a v i n g  h e a r d  t h e  m u s i c  o f  O r p h e u s ’ ly r e ,  h e  is t r y i n g  to  c o n ­

v e y  a s  b e s t  a s  h e  c a n  t h e  u n s p e a k a b l e  b e a u t y  o f  t h o s e  n o t e s  in  

a n  a ll  t o o  e a r t h l y  h u m a n  l a n g u a g e .

S e c o n d ,  a s  a d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  f irs t ,  t h e r e  is t e n ­

s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  h e  t r ie s  to  f o l lo w  th e  a r g u m e n t  i tse lf :  

s t r a n d s  o f  m y t h  a n d  m y t h i c  lo r e  m ix  w i th  d e n s e  e p i s t e m o -  

lo g ic a l  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n ;  a b s t r u s e  E g y p t i a n  a n d  

B a b y l o n i a n  s o u r c e s  s t a n d  n e x t  to  c o n v e n t i o n a l  G r e e k  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  a n d  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  a c a d e m i c  r e f e r e n c e s .  T h e  t h i n g  is



Preface

s a id ,  y e t  n o t  fu l ly ;  i n a d e q u a t e l y  e x p r e s s e d  w i t h  a n  a l m o s t  

d e l i b e r a t e  d i s d a i n  f o r  e x a c t i t u d e  o n  a  p l a n e  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  

r e d u n d a n t  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  v i s io n .  T h is  b o o k  m o v e s  

u n e a s i ly  b e t w e e n  t h e  a p o p h a t i c  a n d  t h e  c a t a p h a t i c :  t r y i n g  to  

s a y  s o m e t h i n g ,  s a y i n g  s o m e t h i n g ,  h i n t i n g  a t  s o m e t h i n g  e ls e ,  

t h e n  f in a l ly  k e e p i n g  s i l e n t ,  f i n d i n g  i t s e l f  l o s t  f o r  w o r d s ,  l e a v ­

i n g  t h e  d o o r s  t h r o w n  o p e n  to  a  d i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

T h e n  w e  f in d  a  t h i r d  s o r t  o f  t e n s i o n ,  s p r i n g i n g  f r o m  th e  

d u a l i t y  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t :  O r p h e u s  is a  s t r a n g e  h e r o ,  

o n e  w h o  h a s  m u s i c  a n d  s i n g i n g  f o r  w e a p o n s .  H e  is a  s e e r  a n d  

t r a g i c  lo v e r ,  y e t  a  c r u c i a l  f i g u r e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y .  

H is  p l a c e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e e k  r e l ig i o n  a n d  t h o u g h t  is s t i l l ,  

e v e n  in  s p e c i a l i s e d  c i r c le s ,  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  r i d d l e ,  e n i g m a t i c  

a n d  v a g u e .

T h is  b o o k ,  d e n s e l y  p a c k e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s ,  c h a l l e n g e s ,  

a n d  s u b t l e  i n v i ta t io n s ,  is a  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  o r  a  c r i t i c a l  r e a s ­

s e s s m e n t  o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i t e r a t u r e  d e v o t e d  to  

O r p h e u s ,  t h e  “ p a r a d i g m a t i c  i t i n e r a n t  s e e r ”, “ t h e  T h e o l o g i a n ”, 

“ t h e  S a v i o u r ” . I t  g iv e s  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

b o t h  t h e  E g y p t i a n  a n d  t h e  P l a t o n i c  t r a d i t i o n .  A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

th i s  b o o k  w e  h a v e  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  t h e  s u b s t a n c e ,  n a t u r e  a n d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  O r p h i c  m y s t e r ie s ,  b u t  t h e  r e a d e r  m u s t  

b e  w a r n e d :  th i s  is n o t  a  h i s t o r y  o f  O r p h i s m ,  a n d  th i s  is n o  

o r d i n a r y  s c h o l a r l y  m o n o g r a p h .  T h o s e  w h o  a p p r o a c h  th i s  

b o o k  w i t h  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a n c i e n t  m y s t e r i e s ,  h u m b l y  t r y i n g  

to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  a c r o s s  c u l t u r e s  u n f a i l i n g l y  

g a v e  to  P l a t o  t h e  e p i t h e t  o f  “ D i v i n e ” (D iv u s  P la to , o r  A fla tu n  

a l- I la h i , a s  t h e  A r a b s  u s e d  to  c a l l  h i m ) ,  h o p i n g  f o r  t h a t  “e p i s -  

t e m ic  a n d  h e r m e n e u t i c a l  i l l u m i n a t i o n  m e d i a t e d  b y  t h e  h o l y  

l i g h t  o f  m y t h s  a n d  s y m b o l s , ” s u c h  w il l  f in d  a  t r e a s u r e  h e r e :  

n o t  a  w e a l t h  o f  a n s w e r s  to  b e  s u r e ,  b u t  a  w e a l t h  o f  m y s t a g o g i c  

i n s i g h t s  a n d  i n t i m a t i o n s ,  s p a r k s  p e r h a p s  o f  t h a t  “ f ie ry  b e a u t y  

o f  t r u t h ” c o n t e m p l a t e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r .

T h e  b r i e f  e a r t h l y  t r a n s i t  o f  A lg i s  U z d a v i n y s  s t a r t e d  in  L i t h ­

u a n i a  in  1962. H e  c o m p l e t e d  h is  s t u d i e s  in  V i ln iu s ,  g r a d u ­

a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  f o r m e r  S t a t e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  L i t h u a n i a ,  n o w  

V i ln iu s  A c a d e m y  o f  F in e  A r t s ,  w h e r e  h e  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y
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b e c o m e  h e a d  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H u m a n i t i e s .  U z d a v i n y s  

w a s  w id e ly  r e s p e c t e d  a s  a  p r o l i f i c  a u t h o r  in  L i t h u a n i a  a n d  

a b r o a d .  H e  w a s  r e n o w n e d  a s  a  t r a n s l a t o r  i n t o  R u s s i a n  a n d  

L i t h u a n i a n  o f  A n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  a n d  G r e e k  te x t s ,  o f  T r a d i ­

t i o n a l i s t  w o r k s  b y  F r i t h j o f  S c h u o n  a n d  M a r t i n  L i n g s ,  a n d  h e  

w as  a c t i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  a r t  c r i t i c  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  n u m e r o u s  

a r t i c l e s  a n d  m o n o g r a p h s  (a  l is t  o f  h i s  b o o k s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  

a t  t h e  e n d  o f  th i s  v o l u m e ) .  H is  i n t e r e s t  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c ­

t r i n e s  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  t a k e  h i m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  to  

J o r d a n  a n d  E g y p t ,  w h e r e  h e  m e t  l iv i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  

P r o p h e t i c  c h a i n  o f  w i s d o m  e m b o d i e d  in  t h e  Q u r ’a n  a n d  t h e  

S u n n a .  T h e s e  w o u l d  f o s t e r  a n d  o r i e n t  h i s  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  

u n t i l  h i s  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  in  2 01 0 . N o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  h i s  p a s s i n g  

a n d  a f t e r  h e  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  th i s ,  h i s  f in a l  b o o k ,  h e  t o l d  h i s  

w ife : “ I h a v e  n o t h i n g  e ls e  t o  say .” A s  s o m e o n e  w h o  d e v o t e d  

h is  life  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  D iv in e ,  A l ­

g i s  U z d a v i n y s  m u s t  s u r e l y  b e  t a k e n  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  

G r e e k  s a y i n g  “w h o m  t h e  G o d s  lo v e ,  d ie  y o u n g . ”

L ik e  t h e  H o m e r i c  e p i c s ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  w o r k  is f o r m e d  b y  

tw e n ty - f o u r  u n t i t l e d  c h a p t e r s .  G i v e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

b o o k ,  le s s  i n f o r m a t i v e  t h a n  m y s t a g o g i c ,  a n d  le s s  s y s t e m a t i c  

t h a n  s y m p h o n i c ,  w e  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  to  l e a v e  t h e  b r i e f  c h a p t e r s  

a s  t h e y  a r e ,  a d d i n g  t i t l e s  f o r  e a s e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  o n l y  in  t h e  t a b l e  

o f  c o n t e n t s .

F iv e  m a j o r  s e c t i o n s  m a y  b e  d i s c e r n e d  in  t h e  b o o k :  c h a p t e r s  

I - I I I  d e a l  w i t h  i n s p i r e d  m a d n e s s  in  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  w i t h  S o c r a t ic  

m a n ia  in  p a r t i c u l a r ;  IV -V III w i t h  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p h i ­

l o s o p h y ,  p r o p h e c y  a n d  p r i e s t h o o d ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  M i d d l e  E a s t ­

e r n ,  E g y p t i a n  a n d  G r e e k  t r a d i t i o n s  in  g e n e r a l ;  c h a p t e r s  IX - 

X I I  n a r r o w  t h e  s c o p e  to  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  O r p h e u s  a s  a  p r o p h e t ,  

c o n s i d e r i n g  h is  p l a c e  in  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  in  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h y ;  c h a p t e r s  X I I I - X V I I  t o u c h  

o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  d e e p e s t  a s p e c t s  o f  O r p h i c  s y m b o l i s m ,  c o n s i d ­

e r i n g  t h e  O r p h i c  bakcheia  ( i n i t i a t i c  r i t e s )  a n d  w a y  o f  life  ( t h e  

bios O rphikos) ;  c h a p t e r s  X V I I I - X X I I  r e la te  a l l  t h e  a b o v e  to  

th e  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e e k  w i s d o m - p h i l o s o p h y ,  f r o m  H o m e r  d o w n  

t o  H e r m e t i c i s m  w i t h  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  P l a t o ’s t h e o r i e s  a n d
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t h e i r  E g y p t i a n  a s s o c ia t io n s .  T h e  b o o k  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a  c h a p ­

t e r  o n  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  b e y o n d  t h e  t o m b  ( X X I I I ) ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  

a  s u r r e n d e r  o f  a l l  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  a  m o v i n g  s e l f - d i s c l o s u r e  

( X X I V ) .  S i le n c e  r e i g n s  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  m y s t ic a l  r e s o n a n c e .

J u a n  A c e v e d o  

D i r e c t o r  

T h e  M a t h e s o n  T r u s t



ORPHEUS AND THE ROOTS 

OF PLATONISM

Melancholy a nd  the awakening o f  one’s genius are inseparable, say 

the texts. Yet fo r  most o f  us there is m uch sadness a nd  little genius, 

little consolation o f  philosophy, only the melancholic stare—what to 

do, what to do. . .  . Here our melancholy is trying to m ake knowl­

edge, trying to see through. B u t the truth is that the melancholy is the 

knowledge; the poison is the antidote. This would be the senex’s most 

destructive insight: our senex order rests on senex madness. Our or­

der is itself a madness. 1

*  *  *

To this we m ay add  the conclusion. It seems that, whether there is or 

is not a one, both that one and  the others alike are a nd  are not, and  

appear a nd  do not appear to be, all m anner o f  things in all m anner  

o f  ways, with respect to themselves a nd  to one another.2

I

I n  P l a t o ’s P h a ed ru s , S o c r a t e s  a r g u e s  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  t h a t  “o u r  

g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g s  c o m e  t o  u s  b y  w a y  o f  m a d n e s s ” (ta  m egista  

ton  a ga thon  h em in  g ig n e ta i d ia  m a n ia s : P haedr. 2 4 4 a ) .  T h e  f o u r

1. The Essen t ia l J a m es  H illm a n :  A B lu e Fire, i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  

T h o m a s  M o o r e  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t l e d g e ,  19 9 4 ) ,  p p .  2 12  &  2 15 .

2 .  P l a t o ,  Pa r m en id es  16 6 b .  t r .  F . M .  C o r n f o r d ,  The Collect ed  D ia log u es o f  

Pla to , c d .  E d i t h  H a m i l t o n  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  C a i r n s  ( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 8 9 ) ,  p .  9 5 6 .
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k i n d s  o f  d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  o r  m a d n e s s ,  a r e  v ie w e d  a s  a  d iv i n e  

g i f t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  M u s e s ,  D io n y s u s ,  A p o l l o  a n d  A p h r o d i t e  

( o r  E r o s )  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  I n  t h e  s a m e  d i a l o g u e ,  t h e  “ d iv i n e  b a n ­

q u e t ” is d e p i c t e d  a s  a  m e t a p h y s i c a l  p la c e  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  

a n d  v i s io n .  F o r  P la t o ,  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  (th eo ria )  o f  t h e  e t e r ­

n a l  I d e a s  t r a n s c e n d s  o u r  r a t i o n a l  a b i l i t y  to  c o m p r e h e n d  a n d  

a n a l y s e  t h e s e  I d e a s  d is c u r s iv e ly .

T h e  d e s p e r a t e  l o n g i n g  f o r  th i s  p a r a d i g m a t i c  c o n t e m p l a ­

t i o n  is i m a g i n e d  a s  a  y e a r n i n g  f o r  w i n g s  a n d  t h e  r e g a i n e d  

a b i l i t y  t o  fly to  t h e  d i v i n e  b a n q u e t .  A c c o r d in g l y ,  t h i s  p r e s s i n g  

d e s i r e  is t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  w h o l e n e s s ,  f o r  n o e t i c  in t e g r i t y ,  a n d  f o r  

o n e ’s t r u e  d i v i n e  i d e n t i t y  p r o v i d e d  b y  d ia l e c t i c a l  s e a r c h i n g ,  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  e r o t i c  m a d n e s s .  T h e  h i e r a r ­

c h ic a l ly  o r g a n i z e d  t r o o p s  o f  g o d s  a r e  l e d  b y  Z e u s .  T h e y  la c k  

b o t h  j e a l o u s y  a n d  p a s s i o n ,  b e i n g  in v o lv e d  n e i t h e r  in  p lo t s ,  

n o r  in  h e a v e n l y  w a r s :

T h e  g o d s  h a v e  n o  n e e d  fo r  m a d n e s s ,  le t  a lo n e  e ro t ic  m a d n e s s ;  

h e n c e  th e  g o d s  a re  n o t  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  I t  is n o t  s u r p r is in g ,  

th e n ,  t h a t  th e  g o d s  se e m  to  h a v e  n o  n e e d  fo r  logos ( le t  a lo n e  

fo r  r h e to r ic ) .  A l th o u g h  th e r e  is a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  n o is e  in  

th e  h e a v e n s ,  th e r e  is n o  re fe re n c e  w h a ts o e v e r  to  th e r e  b e in g  

a n y  d is c o u r s e  a m o n g  th e  g o d s  o r  b e tw e e n  g o d s  a n d  m e n .3

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  a s  t h e  m a d m a n  w h o  

n u r t u r e s  w in g s ,  is t h e  d ia l e c t i c a l ly  t r a n s f o r m e d  “s p e a k e r ” 

( t h e  f a l l e n  s o u l  e n c h a r m e d  b y  t h e  m a g i c  o f  logos) w h o s e  a p ­

p a r e n t l y  m a d  d e s i r e  a n d  ero tike m a n ia  a r e  n o t  s o  m u c h  d i r e c t ­

ly  s e n t  f r o m  t h e  g o d s  a s  s p a r k l i n g  f r o m  w i t h i n  a s  a  d e s i r e  f o r  

t h e  d i v i n e  b a n q u e t  a n d  f o r  w i s d o m .  B u t  t h e  t h r e e  o t h e r  k in d s  

o f  m a d n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  in  P l a t o ’s P h a ed ru s , n a m e l y ,  p o e t i c  (p o i- 

etike  m a n ia )  t e le s t i c  (telestike m a n ia ) ,  a n d  p r o p h e t i c  o r  m a n t i c  

m a d n e s s  (m a n lik e  m a n ia )  i n d e e d  a r e  s e n t  b y  t h e  g o d s .

3 . C h a r l e s  L .  G r i s w o l d ,  Self-Kn ow led g e in  P la t o ’s  Pha ed ru s  ( N e w  H a v e n  

a n d  L o n d o n :  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 8 9 ) ,  p .  9 7 .
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T h e  M u s e s  a r e  s p e c i f i e d  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  p o e t i c  i n s p i ­

r a t io n  a n d  o f  t h e  t h r e e  f o r m s  o f  m a d n e s s ;  “ t h e  p o e t i c  s o r t  

s e e m s  to  b e  t h e  c lo s e s t  to  S o c r a t i c - P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g  

a n d  h e n c e  to  b e  i ts  m o s t  c o m p l e x  a n t a g o n i s t , ” a s  C h a r l e s  

G r i s w o l d  r e m a r k s . 4

T h e  te l e s t i c  m a d n e s s  is a n a g o g i c ,  a n d  l e a d s  t h e  s o u l  to  its  

f o r g o t t e n  o r i g i n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t h e u r g i c  r i te s  o f  a s c e n t  o r  o t h e r  

s a c r a m e n t a l  m e a n s  o f  p u r i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  i n s p i r e d  te le s t i c  l i t ­

u r g ie s  ( telestike , h iera tike  telesiourg ia , theo ph o ria ) a r e  n o t  n e c ­

e s s a r i ly  to  b e  r e g a r d e d  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  a s  “o p e r a t i o n s  o n  

t h e  g o d s ”, t h u s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a n d  i n c o r r e c t l y  e q u a t i n g  th e  a n i ­

m a t e d  c u l t i c  s t a t u e s  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  r i t u a l  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  in v i s ib le  m e t a p h y s i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t a c i t ly  o r  n o t ,  t h e  p o l e m i c a l  p r e m ­

ises f o r  a  c e r t a i n  i c o n o c l a s t i c  b ia s  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d .  A n d  so

H .J .  B l u m e n t h a l  p u t s  t o o  m u c h  w e i g h t  o n  t h e  v e r b  theour- 

g ein , s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  o n e  w h o  d o e s  theia  erga is o n e  w h o  o p e r ­

a t e s  o n  t h e  g o d s ,  t h e r e b y  m a k i n g  t h e u r g y  a  n o n s e n s e . 5

T h e  m a n t i c  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  o r  p r o p h e t i c  m a d n e s s ,  w h i c h  a l l e g ­

e d ly  p r o d u c e s  c o u n t l e s s  b e n e f i t s ,  is e v o k e d  a n d  e v i d e n c e d ,  

f irs t  o f  a l l ,  b y  t h e  p r o p h e t e s s e s  a t  D e l p h i ,  t h u s  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  

c lo s c  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  A p o l l o n i a n  s h r i n e  a t  D e l p h i  

a n d  th e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s e l f - k n o w le d g e  r e q u i r e d  b y  P l a t o ’s 

S o c r a te s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  G r i s w o l d ,  “ S o c r a t i c  p r o p h e c y  s e e m s  

to  c o m b i n e  t h e  h u m a n  t e c h n e  o f  d iv i s io n  o r  d i s s e c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  d iv i n e l y  g iv e n  t e c h n e  o f  m a d n e s s ;  t h a t  is, it  s o m e w h a t  

c o m b i n e s  . . . m a d n e s s  a n d  s o p h r o s y n e . ”G

T h e  A p o l l o n i a n  p r o p h e c y  is i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  p h i l o s o p h i z ­

i n g  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  f r o m  r h e t o r i c  in  i ts  e x p a n d e d  g e n e r a l  s e n s e ,  

s h o w i n g  a n d  l e a d i n g  s o u l s  b y  p e r s u a s i o n  o r  i m p e r a t i v e —lik e  

a  s a c r i f i c ia l  p r i e s t ,  u s i n g  t h e  d ia l e c t i c a l  a r t  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  d i v i ­

4 . Ib id .,  p .  77 .

5 . H .J .  B l u m c n t h a l ,  “ F r o m  k u - r u - s o - w o - k o  t o  t h c o u g o s :  w o r d  t o  r i t u a l , ” 

i n  S o u l a n d  In tellect :  S tu d ies  in  Plot in u s  a n d  L a ter  Pla ton ism  ( A l d e r s h o t :  

A s h g a t c ,  V a r io r u m ,  19 9 3 ) ,  X I ,  p .  6 .

6 . C h a r l e s  L .  G r i s w o l d ,  ib id ., p .  7 6 .
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s i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n .  Y et n e i t h e r  is t h e  s a c r i f i c e r  to  b e  v ie w e d  

a s  a  p a r a d i g m  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  n o r  t h e  u s e r  o f  

t h e  a r t  o f  r h e t o r i c  m a d e  s u b j e c t  to  h is  o w n  e n c h a n t i n g  p o w ­

e r  o f  p e r s u a s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  m a y  b e c o m e  t y p e s  o f  s e l f ­

d u p e d  “ b e l i e v e r s ” o r  a c q u i r e  t h e  i d e o lo g ic a l l y  t i n c t u r e d ,  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e  v e r y  “o r t h o d o x ”, a b i l i t y  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  “ t r u t h ”— o r  

v i r t u a l l y  a n y  s u b j e c t — a n d  s o  b e c o m e  “ d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e  w i t h ” . 

A s  G r i s w o l d  c o r r e c t l y  o b s e r v e s ,  P l a t o ’s S o c r a t e s

s e e m s  to  fe a r  th e  c a n o n iz a t io n  o f  a  biblos. T h a t  is, th e  w r i t te n  

w o rd  le ts  u s  persuade  o u r s e lv e s  to o  e a s i ly  th a t  w e  a re  in  i r r e fu ­

ta b le  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  t r u th ,  w h ile  in  fa c t w e  a re  n o t .  I t  fa ­

c i l i ta te s  o u r  te n d e n c y  to  b e c o m e  d o g m a t is ts  o r  z e a lo ts  r a th e r  

th a n  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  . . . U n d e r  th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  p h i lo s o p h y  

c a n  h a v e  th e  s a m e  c o r r u p t i n g  in f lu e n c e  th a t  s o p h is t r y  d o e s  

o r  w o rs e .7

H o w e v e r ,  a c a d e m i c  p a r a n o i a  d if f e r s  f r o m  p r o p h e t i c  m a d ­

n e s s .  T h e  s o - c a l l e d  p r o p h e t s  ( th eo m a n te is , m a n te is  theo i, o r  A r ­

i s t o t l e ’s s ibu lla i k a i b a k id e sk a i ho i en theo ipan tos·. Probl. 9 5 4 a .3 6) 

fall i n t o  enthusia sm os, t h e  s t a t e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  “ i n s p i r e d  e c ­

s t a s y ”, a n d  u t t e r  t r u t h s  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  p r e s u m a b l y  

k n o w  n o t h i n g .  H e n c e ,  b e i n g  entheos  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  

h a s  a  g o d  o r  a  d a im o n  w i t h i n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  E g y p t i a n  a n i m a t e d  

s t a t u e  h a s  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  (b a )  o f  a  g o d  (n e ter)  w i t h i n .  S i m i ­

l a r ly ,  em psuchos  m e a n s  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  h u m a n  b o d y  

a n d  t h e  c u l t i c  b o d y  ( t h e  h ie r a t i c  s t a t u e  o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s a n c ­

t u a r y ,  i t s e l f  f u l l  o f  im a g e s ,  s t a t u e s  a n d  h i e r o g l y p h s )  h a v e  a n  

a n i m a t i n g ,  l i f e - g iv in g  a n d  s e l f - m o v in g  p r i n c i p l e — n a m e l y ,  a  

s o u l  (p su c h e )— in s i d e  t h e m .

O r p h e u s  is a n  e x a m p l e  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  a l l  t h e s e  f o u r  k in d s  

o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  o r  m a d n e s s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H e r m e i a s  t h e  A l e x a n ­

d r i a n  N e o p l a t o n i s t ,  w h o s e  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  P l a t o ’s P h aed rus  

r e f le c t s  t h e  v ie w s  o f  h i s  m a s t e r  S y r i a n u s . 8 S i n c e  t h e s e  f o u r  m a-

7. Ib id .,  p p .  2 0 7  &  2 0 8 .

8 . A n n e  S h e p p a r d ,  The In f lu en ce o f  H erm eia s on  M a r s ilio Fic in o ’s  D oct r in e
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n ia i  a s s i s t  t h e  s o u l  in  i ts  a s c e n t  a n d  r e t u r n  to  i ts  n o e t i c  f a t h e r ­

l a n d ,  H e r m e i a s  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  p o e t r y  a n d  m u s i c  a r e  a b l e  to  

b r i n g  t h e  d i s o r d e r e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s o u l  i n t o  o r d e r .  T h e  h ie r a t i c  

r i t e s  a n d  s a c r a m e n t a l  m y s t e r i e s  o f  D i o n y s u s  m a k e  t h e  s o u l  

w h o le  a n d  n o e t ic a l ly  a c t iv e .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  i n ­

s p i r a t i o n  (m a n lik e  m a n ia ) is p r o v i d e d  b y  A p o l l o  a n d  g a t h e r s  

t h e  s o u l  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  i ts  o w n  u n i ty .

H e r m e i a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  c h a r i o t e e r  in  t h e  P h aed rus  m y t h  a s  

t h e  n o e t i c  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o u l  a n d  t h e  c h a r i o t e e r ’s h e a d  a s  t h e  

“o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u l ”, o r  t h e  s o u l ’s in e f f a b l e  h e n a d i c  s u m m i t  

w h i c h  a l o n e  m a y  b e  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  O n e .  T h u s ,  f in a l ly ,  a s  

A n n e  S h e p p a r d  e x p l a i n s ,  “ t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  lo v e  t a k e s  t h e  

u n i f i e d  s o u l  a n d  j o i n s  t h e  o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u l  t o  t h e  g o d s  a n d  

to  i n t e l l i g i b le  b e a u t y . ”“

I I

P e r h a p s  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  m e a s u r e  o f  i r o n y ,  S o c r a t e s  w a s  v i e w e d  

b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A t h e n i a n s  a s  a  c h a t t e r e r ,  a n  id l e  t a l k e r  

(alolesches). B u t  th i s  a l l e g e d  id l e  t a l k e r  o b e y e d  a n d  f o l lo w e d  

h is  g o d  A p o l l o .  H e  p h i l o s o p h i z e d  in  t h e  s t r e e t s  o n  t h e  g o d ’s 

b e h a l f ,  a n d  p r e a c h e d  a  k i n d  o f  “s p i r i t u a l  p e d e r a s t y ” t h a t  

l e a d s  t h e  lo v e r s  (eirastes) o f  y o u t h s  to  t h e  i d e o c e n t r i c  lo v e  o f  

P l a t o n i c  t r u t h  a n d  b e a u t y .  I n  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  S o c r a t e s  is n e i t h e r  

a  “ t y p ic a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  G r e e k  E n l i g h t e n m e n t ”, n o r  

t h e  “ i n t e l l e c tu a l  l e a d e r  o f  A t h e n i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ”, a s  i n f l u e n ­

t ia l  W e s t e r n  s c h o l a r s  w o u l d  c la i m  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly ,  “ . . . n o r  d i d  

h e  d i s c o u r s e ,  l ik e  m o s t  o t h e r s ,  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  u n i ­

v e r s e ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  w h a t  t h e  e x p e r t s  c a l l  ‘c o s m o s ’. . . . T h o s e  

w h o  d i d  s o  h e  s h o w e d  u p  a s  i d i o t s , ” a c c o r d i n g  to  X e n o p h o n  

(M em . 1 .1 .1 1 ) .

o f  In sp ir a t ion , J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  W a r b u r g  a n d  C o u r t a u l d  I n s t i t u t e s ,  4 3 ,  19 8 0 ,  

p .  10 5 .

9 . Ib id .,  p .  10 6 .
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I n i t i a l l y  a c t i n g  a s  a  ty p ic a l  id le  t a lk e r ,  S o c r a t e s  r e a l i z e s  

h i m s e l f  a s  a  m o r a l i s t .  S t r i c t ly  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  m a n  w h o  is p e r ­

s u a d e d  b y  n o t h i n g  in  h i m  e x c e p t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  a p ­

p e a r s  to  h i m  t h e  b e s t  w h e n  h e  r e a s o n s  a b o u t  i t  ( C rit. 4 6 b )  is 

n o  m e t a p h y s i c i a n  e i t h e r ,  t h o u g h  A p o l l o  c o m m a n d e d  h i m  (as  

h e  “s u p p o s e d  a n d  a s s u m e d ” ) to  l ive  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g ,  e x a m i n ­

i n g  h i m s e l f  a n d  o t h e r s  (A p . 2 8 e ) .  S o c r a t e s  s a w  h is  o w n  w o r k  

in  “ p h i l o s o p h i z i n g ”, t h a t  is, in  s u m m o n i n g  a l l  c i t i z e n s  ( b u t  

e s p e c i a l l y  w e a l t h y  y o u t h s  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r i g i n s )  to  p e r f e c t  

t h e i r  s o u l ,  a s  a  s o r t  o f  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  th e  

g o d ’s c o m m a n d  a n d  a c t i n g  o n  t h e  g o d ’s b e h a l f .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

h is  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h u s  u n d e r s t o o d  “ d i a l e c t i c a l ” w o r k  (er ­

g o n ) c a n  b e  i m a g i n e d  a s  a  f o r m  o f  p ie t y  in  s e rv ic e  ( la tre ia ) to  

t h e  g o d .  G r e g o r y  V la s t o s  a r g u e s :

W e re  it n o t  fo r  th a t  d iv in e  c o m m a n d  th a t  firs t r e a c h e d  

S o c ra te s  th r o u g h  th e  r e p o r t  C h a e r e p o n  b r o u g h t  b a c k  f ro m  

D e lp h i  th e re  is n o  r e a s o n  to  b e lie v e  th a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  e v e r  

b e c o m e  a  s t r e e t  p h i lo s o p h e r .  I f  w h a t  S o c ra te s  w a n ts  is p a r t ­

n e r s  in  e le n c t ic  a r g u m e n t ,  w h y  s h o u ld  h e  n o t  k e e p  to  th o s e  

in  w h o s e  c o m p a n y  h e  h a d  s o u g h t  a n d  f o u n d  h is  e u d a im o n -  

is t t h e o r y —c o n g e n ia l  a n d  a c c o m p l is h e d  fe llo w  s e e k e rs  a f te r  

m o ra l  t r u th ?  W h y  s h o u ld  h e  ta k e  to  th e  s t r e e ts ,  f o rc in g  h im ­

s e l f  o n  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  n e i th e r  ta s te  n o r  ta le n t  fo r  p h i lo s o ­

p h y , t r y in g  to  ta lk  th e m  in to  s u b m i t t in g  to  a  th e r a p y  th e y  d o  

n o t  th in k  th e y  n e e d ? 10

T h e r e  is n o  e x p l a n a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a  s u p p o s e d  d i v i n e  c o m ­

m a n d  ( b e  it j u s t  l i t e r a r y  topos  o r  s o m e  i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e )  

o r  S o c r a t e s ’ o w n  w i l d  p r e s u m p t i o n ,  k e e p i n g  in  m i n d  t h a t  

S o c r a t e s  w a s  n o  m y s t ic  in  a n y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e l ig i o u s  s e n se ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  a  z e a l o u s  s o c ia l  w o r k e r  a n d  r a t i o n a l i z i n g  m o r a l i s t  

s e r v i n g  h is  g o d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  A t h e n i a n s .  T h is

10 .  G r e g o r y  V l a s t o s ,  Socr a t ic Piet y , c d .  G a i l  F in e  ( O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p p .  5 5 8 - 5 9 .
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“ m a d m a n ’s t h e a t r e ” is n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y  p r o je c t :  “

A n d  it  is o f  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  h is  r a t io n a l is t  p r o g r a m m e  in  th e ­

o lo g y  to  a s s u m e  th a t  th e  e n ta i lm e n t  o f  v i r tu e  b y  w is d o m  

b in d s  g o d s  n o  le ss  th a n  m e n . H e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  to le r a te d  

a  d o u b le - s t a n d a r d  m o ra lity ,  o n e  fo r  m e n , a n o th e r  fo r  th e  

g o d s .  . . . F u lly  s u p e r n a tu r a l  th o u g h  th e y  a re , S o c r a te s ’ g o d s  

c o u ld  s ti l l  s t r ik e  h is  p io u s  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  a s  r a t io n a l is t  f a b ­

r ic a t io n s .  . . . "

S o c r a t e s  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e g a r d e d  h is  o w n  “ r a t i o n a l i s m ” a n d  

h i s  l e a p  f r o m  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  i g n o r a n c e  t o  p u b l i c  p o l i t i c a l  

a n d  m o r a l  e x p e r t i s e  a s  d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  d a im o n io n , t h e  s u p e r ­

n a t u r a l  g u i d e .  H is  o w n  f r o n t  d o o r  w a s  a d o r n e d ,  a s  A . H .  A r m ­

s t r o n g  r e l a te s ,  b y  “a n  u n s h a p e d  s t o n e  c a l l e d  A p o l l o  o f  t h e  

W a y s  a n d  a n o t h e r  s t o n e  c a l l e d  a  H e r m  w i t h  a  h e a d  a t  t h e  t o p  

a n d  a  p h a l l u s  h a l f w a y  d o w n ,  w h i c h  S o c r a t e s  w o u l d  t e n d  a t  

th e  p r o p e r  t im e  l ik e  e v e r y  o t h e r  A t h e n i a n  h o u s e h o l d e r ” . 12

I n  th i s  r e s p e c t  h e  w a s  q u i t e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  p r e ­

s u m a b l y  e s o te r i c  s i d e  ( i f  th i s  c u r i o u s  a s p e c t  o f  S o c r a t e s  is 

n o t  i n v e n t e d  b y  P l a t o ’s d r a m a t i c  i m a g i n a t i o n )  is c lo s e  t o  th e  

m a d n e s s  o f  O r p h e u s ,  t h e  d iv i n e l y  i n s p i r e d  m y t h i c a l  s in g e r .  

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  H e l l e n i c  c u l t u r e ,  O r p h i s m  a n d  

P y t h a g o r e a n i s m  m a y  b e  v ie w e d  a s  a  “s m a l l  s e c t a r i a n  m o v e ­

m e n t ” . A l t e r n a t iv e ly ,  O r p h i s m  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  n e w  

s p i r i t u a l  p r o g r a m m e  o f  r a d ic a l ly  r e v i s e d  a n t h r o p o l o g y  a n d  

o f  b o t h  c o s m i c  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s o te r io l o g y ,  p a r t l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  

E g y p t i a n  a n d  A n a t o l i a n  s o u r c e s .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  O r p h i c  

d o c t r i n e s  s h a r p l y  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  e a r l y  H e l l e n i c  ( t h e  so -  

c a l l e d  H o m e r i c  a n d  p r e - H o m e r i c )  s p i r i tu a l i ty .

11. Ib id .,  p p .  5 4 5  &  5 4 7 .

12 . A . H .  A r m s t r o n g ,  “ T h e  A n e i c n t  a n d  C o n t i n u i n g  P ie t i e s  o f  t h e  G r e e k  

W o r l d , ” i n  Cla ss ica l M ed it er ra n ea n  S p ir itu a lity :  Eg y p t ia n , Greek , R om a n ,  e d .  

A . H .  A r m s t r o n g  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t l c d g c  &  K e g a n  P a u l ,  19 8 6 ) ,  p .  6 8 .
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T h e  m a i n  O r p h i c  d o c t r i n e  f o l lo w s  t h e  p a t t e r n  a l r e a d y  e s ­

t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  P y ra m id  Texts, a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r o y a l  s o u l  h a s  

i ts  g o a l  in  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  t h r o u g h  a s c e n t  a n d  r e c o l l e c ­

t io n .  W i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  th i s  a n a g o g i c  s c e n a r i o  

b e c a m e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  P l a t o n i s m ,  w h o s e  a d h e r e n t s  p r a c ­

t i s e d  r i s i n g  u p  to  t h e  h e i g h t s  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  a n a g o g i c  p o w e r  o f  eros, a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e a c h  

t h e  n o e t i c  S u n  b y  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  d ia l e c t i c a l  a n d  te le s t i c  

m e a n s .  I n  s h o r t ,  O r p h i s m  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  is 

i m m o r t a l  a n d  is s u b j e c t  to  d iv i n e  j u d g e m e n t :

T h e  d iv in e  in  u s  is a n  a c tu a l  b e in g ,  a  daim on  o r  s p i r i t ,  w h ic h  

h a s  fa lle n  as  a r e s u l t  o f  s o m e  p r im e v a l s in  a n d  is e n t r a p p e d  

in  a s e r ie s  o f  e a r th ly  b o d ie s ,  w h ic h  m a y  b e  a n im a l  a n d  p la n t  

a s  w e ll a s  h u m a n .  I t  c a n  e s c a p e  f ro m  th e  “s o r ro w fu l  w e a ry  

w h e e l”, th e  c y c le  o f  r e in c a r n a t io n ,  b y  fo llo w in g  th e  O r p h ic  

w ay  o f  life, w h ic h  in v o lv e d ,  b e s id e s  r i tu a ls  a n d  in c a n ta t io n s ,  

a n  a b s o lu te  p r o h ib i t io n  o f  e a t in g  fle sh . . . .  13

T h e  s o m e w h a t  c l u m s y  S o c r a t e s  h a r d l y  fits t h e  m u c h  d e ­

m a n d i n g  O r p h i c  id e a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  f u n c t i o n s  

i n  P l a t o ’s S ym p o siu m  a s  a n  O r p h e u s  f ig u r e ,  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  

a s  a  l i t e r a r y  d o u b l e  o f  P hanes. T h e  s e l f - m a n i f e s t e d  P h a n e s  o f  

t h e  O r p h i c  c o s m o g o n i e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  Protogonos 

( t h e  f i r s t - b o r n ,  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  t h e  n o e t i c  l i g h t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  

f r o m  t h e  e g g  o f  in e f f a b l e  d a r k n e s s ) ,  w h o s e  o t h e r  n a m e  is th e  

d e m i u r g i c  E r o s . 14 H e  c a r r i e s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  t h e  s e e d  o f  th e  

g o d s  a n d  c o p u l a t e s  w i t h  h i m s e l f  l ik e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  A tu m .

S a r a  R a p p e  e m p h a s i z e s  “ t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  O r p h i c  s y m b o l ­

i s m  in  t h e  S ym p o siu m  a s  a  w h o l e ”, a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  is g o o d  

r e a s o n  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  a l l e g o r i z i n g  u s e  o f  O r p h i c  m a t e r i a l  to

13 . Ib id .,  p .  9 9 .

14 . S a r a  R a p p e ,  R ea d in g N eop la ton ism :N on -d iscu r siv e t h in k in g  in  t h e  texts o f  

Plot in u s, Proclu s, a n d  Da m a sciu s  ( C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  

2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  15 0 .
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P la t o  h im s e l f ,  a n d  n o t  o n l y  to  S y r i a n u s ,  P r o c l u s ,  D a m a s c i u s  

o r  O l y m p i o d o r u s .  S h e  say s :

T h e  O r p h ic  m y s te ry  p u r p o r t s  to  b e  a n  c s o te r ic  t r a d i t io n ,  o n e  

th a t  l ib e r a te s  p e o p le  f ro m  th e  p e t r i f y in g  c o n v e n t io n s  o f  th e  

m a ss  s e x -g e n d e r  m a c h in e .  I ts  p u r p o s e  is to  re -c re a te  th e  s u b ­

j e c t ,  to  w re n c h  h im  a w a y  f ro m  th e  p u b l ic  f ic tio n  in  w h ic h  h e  

h a s  h i th e r to  b e e n  s c h o o le d .  . . . T h e  O r p h ic  m y th  p ro m is e s  

a r e tu r n  to  th e  u n d if f e r e n t ia te d  s ta te  b e fo re  s e x u a l  id e n t i ty  

a r is e s , p r o m is in g  to  d e l iv e r  u s  b a c k  in s id e  th e  e g g  to  b e c o m e  

in  th e  L a c a n ia n  s e n s e , h o m m e le t te s .  B u t o f  c o u rs e ,  th is  is a 

d e lu s io n a l  a s p i r a t io n ,  a s  th e  m y th  m a k e s  c le a r , a n d  it is in  

fa c t a  s e lf -d e s tru c tiv e  d e lu s io n .  . . .  In  m y  r e a d in g  o f  th e  O r ­

p h ic  c o s m o lo g y  in  P la to ’s Sym posium, I h a v e  e m p h a s iz e d  its  

f u n c t io n  as  a n  e t io lo g y  fo r  h u m a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  p r io r  to  its  

r e g e n e r a t io n  b y  p h i lo s o p h y .  T h is  is th e  e x o te r ic  m in d  th a t  

d e s p e r a te ly  re q u ire s  e n l ig h te n m e n t  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  its  c o n d i ­

t io n in g ,  a ll to o  ra re ly  se e k s  i t . 15

I l l

T h e  a l l e g e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  b e t w e e n  S o c r a t e s  a n d  O r p h e u s ,  

o r  r a t h e r ,  b e t w e e n  P l a t o  a n d  O r p h e u s ,  a r e  e x p l o r e d  b y  P r o ­

c lu s ,  to  w h o m  a n  e s o te r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  P l a t o ’s d i a l o g u e s  

is t a n t a m o u n t  to  t h e  i n i t i a t o r y  O r p h i c  d o c t r i n e .  A c c o r d in g l y ,  

th e  O r p h i c  P hanes  ( l ik e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  A tu m -R a ) s h o w s  f o r th  

th e  s o u l  a s  a n  i m a g e  ( e iko n ) o f  t h e  s h i n i n g  d i v i n e  I n te l l e c t .  

T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p h a r a o n i c  im ago  dei ( tu t  n e te r  in  th e  

E g y p t i a n  r o y a l  t h e o l o g y )  a n d  o f  i ts  r e s t o r e d  O s i r i a n  w h o l e ­

n e s s  ( t h e  r i g h t  E y e  o f  H o r u s  m a d e  s o u n d )  i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a s o r t  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  t h a t  e n a b l e s  t h e  s o u l ’s a c c e ss  to  t h e  d iv in e  

r e a lm .

R a p p e  c la i m s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  t im e  o f  S y r i a n u s ,  e i t h e r  O r ­

p h i s m  is a t t a c h e d  to  m e t a p h y s i c s  in  o r d e r  to  t r a n s f o r m  th e

i s .  Ib id ., p p .  15 2  &  15 5 .
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N e o p l a t o n i c  d o c t r i n e  i n t o  r i t u a l ,  o r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  m e t a ­

p h y s i c s  is g r a f t e d  o n  to  a t r a d i t i o n a l  O r p h i c  n a r r a t i v e . 16 H o w ­

e v e r ,  s u c h  t h e u r g i c  c o n v e r g e n c y  is in i t i a l ly  b a s e d  o n  E g y p t i a n  

h e r m e n e u t i c a l  a n d  c u l t i c  p a t t e r n s .  S h e  a r g u e s  a s  fo l lo w s :

T h e  “ R h a p s o d ic  T h e o g o n y ” e n d s  w ith  a f a m o u s  h y m n  to  

Z e u s , in  w h ic h  h is  id e n t i ty  as  th e  coincidentia oppontorum  is 

r e v e a le d . . . . T h is  v is io n  o f  th e  w o r ld  o f  Z e u s  g iv e s  u s  a  k in d  

o f  m ir r o r  o f  th e  P ro c la n  u n iv e rs e , in  w h ic h  e a c h  b e in g  is a n  

a ll, a n d  a ll b e in g s  a re  in  e a c h . . . .  T h e  m u l t ip le  s ta te s  o f  b e in g ,  

e a c h  lev e l m u tu a l ly  r e f le c tin g  a ll o f  th e  o th e r s ,  p ro l i f e ra te  as  

a  h a ll  o f  m ir ro r s .  I t  is th is  g r e a t  w o r ld  o f  m u tu a l  in te r p e n e t r a ­

t io n  e n d le s s ly  e x p a n d in g  as  a  s in g le  d r a m a ,  th a t  th e  O r p h ic  

th e o g o n y  c a p tu r e s .  A n d  n o t  s u rp r is in g ly ,  th is  v is io n  is ex ­

a c t ly  th e  m y th ic  e q u iv a le n t  o f  P r o c lu s ’ c e n tr a l  m e ta p h y s ic a l  

v ie w s .17

P r o c l u s ’ a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  a l l  H e l l e n i c  t h e o l o g y  u l t i m a t e l y  

d e r iv e s  f r o m  O r p h i c  m y s t a g o g y  (P la t. Theol. I . 5 . 2 5 ) '8 m a y  b e  

r e g a r d e d  a s  a  n o r m a t i v e  a n d  p a r a d i g m a t i c  c la im  o f  h i s  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  h e r m e n e u t i c s .  T h u s ,  O r p h e u s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  a r c h e ­

t y p a l  m a r k  o f  h i s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  t o p o g r a p h y .  I n  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

s e n s e ,  t h e  n a m e  a n d  i m a g e  o f  O r p h e u s  f u n c t i o n  m o r e  l ik e  t h e  

t h e o l o g i c a l  a rche , l ik e  t h e  c a n o n i z e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  hupostasis, 

t h a n  a s  a n  u n q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  f a c tu a l  p e r s o n  o f  a n c i e n t  h i s ­

t o r y .  T h is  i m a g i n a t i v e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  P r o c l u s ,  t h o u g h  b e l o n g ­

i n g  t o  t h e  r e a lm  o f  s e m i - m y t h i c  g e n e a l o g i e s ,  is s h a r e d  b y  t h e  

c o u n t l e s s  f o l lo w e r s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  H e l l e n i c  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c o n ­

s t i t u t e s  o n e  o f  i ts  m a i n  e t i o lo g ic a l  k e r n e l s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  it  is 

th i s  i m a g e  o f  t h e  e s o te r i c  O r p h e u s  t h a t  c o u n t s ,  n o t  o n e  p r o ­

v i d e d  b y  t h e  m o d e r n  a c a d e m i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e s e n t

16 .  I b id .,  p .  16 4 .

17 .  Ib id .,  p .  16 0 .

1 8 . A l g i s  U z d a v i n y s ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  The Gold en  Ch a in :  A n  A n tholog y  o f  

Py tha g orea n  a n d  Pla ton ic Ph ilosop h y , c d .  A l g i s  U z d a v i n y s  ( B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I N :  

W o r l d  W i s d o m ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p p .  X X I V - X X V .
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t h e i r  h y p o t h e t i c a l  c o n t r u c t i o n s  a s  a n  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h  a b o u t  a  

g iv e n  t r a d i t i o n  in  p l a c e  o f  t h e  s e l f - r e p r e s e n ta t io n s ,  t h e o l o g i ­

c a l  i m a g e s  a n d  m y t h s  u s e d  b y  a d h e r e n t s  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .

F o r  t h e  l a te  P l a t o n i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  “ f i g h t e r s ” —t h o s e  b e ­

l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  “s a c r e d  r a c e ” (h iera  g e n e a )— d e f e n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  S y r i a n u s ,  “ t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  o f  p h i l o s o p h i e s ”, 

n a m e ly ,  t h e  K r o n i a n  w a y  o f  life  ( In  M e ta p h .  9 1 .8 f f ) .19 T h e s e  

i n t e l l e c tu a l  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t r a d i t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

f o r m i n g  a  l in k  in  a  g o l d e n  P l a t o n i c  c h a i n ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  i n ­

w a r d l y  a l l  h u m a n  b e i n g s  a r e  d iv i n e  a n d ,  th e r e f o r e ,  m u s t  b e ­

c o m e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  th i s  i n h e r e n t  d iv in i ty .  T h e  a n a g o g i c  t r a ­

d i t i o n  o f  a  j o u r n e y  w i t h i n  c o n s i s t s  in  a n  u n b r o k e n  c h a i n  o f  

d iv i n e l y  i n s p i r e d  te a c h e r s ,  w h o  b o t h  t a u g h t  a n d  p r a c t i s e d  

t h e  r e v e a le d  P l a t o n i c  m y s t e r i e s .  A s  P o l y m n i a  A t h a n a s s i a d i  

r e m a r k s :

In  a s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  p o l i t ic a l  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  h a d  r a is e d  th e  

p r in c ip le  o f  im p e r ia l  le g it im a c y  to  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  lev e l, th e  

N e o p la to n is ts  c a m e  e f fo r t le s s ly  to  e v o lv e  a n d  s p r e a d  a d y n a s ­

t ic  th e o lo g y . I n d e e d  b y  th e  t im e  o f  D a m a s c iu s ,  th e  h is to ry  o f  

th e  c a s te  h a d  a c q u ir e d  its  o w n  m y th o lo g y  a s  w e ll, fo r  th e  c r e a ­

t io n  o f  w h ic h  a ll s o r ts  o f  fo rg e d  g e n e a lo g ie s  w e re  m o b i l i s e d .20

T h e  p r o t o t y p a l  “w i n g e d  s o u l s ” o f  t h e  N e o p l a t o n i c  “g o l d e n  

c h a i n ” (ch ru sese ira )  w e r e  O r p h e u s ,  P y t h a g o r a s  a n d  P la t o .  B u t  

a l r e a d y  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y  a d ,  P o r p h y r y ,  I a m ­

b l i c h u s ,  S y r i a n u s ,  P r o c l u s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  

d iv in e .  G a r t h  F o w d e n  h a s  th i s  to  say :

L ik ew ise  H ie ro k le s  d e s c r ib e d  A m m o n io s  a s  “d iv in e ly  p o s ­

s e s se d  (enthousiasas) w i th  lo n g in g  fo r  th e  t r u e  g o a l  o f  p h i lo s o ­

p h y ” . R e f le c tio n  o n  th e o lo g ic a l  a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r u th s  w as

1 9 . P o l y m n i a  A t h a n a s s i a d i ,  “ P e r s e c u t i o n  a n d  R e s p o n s e  in  L a t e  P a g a n ­

i s m :  T h e  E v i d e n c e  o f  D a m a s c i u s , ”  i n  The J o u r n a l o f  H ellen ic S tu d ies, v o l .

C X I I I ,  19 9 3 ,  p .  6 .

2 0 . Ib id ., p .  5 .
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in d e e d  w id e ly  a c c e p te d  a s  a  p r e r e q u is i te  o f  d iv in is a t io n .  P r o ­

c lu s  . . . a s s e r ts  th a t  im m e rs io n  in  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f  P la to n ic  

p h i lo s o p h y  c o u ld  r e s u l t  in  d iv in e  p o s s e s s io n ,  l ik e  a  “ D io n y s i ­

a e  f r e n z y ” ; a n d  O ly m p io d o r u s  lis te d  fo u r  P la to n ic  d ia lo g u e s  

(Tim aeus, Respublica , Phaedrus, Theaetetus) w h ic h  in  h is  o p in ­

io n  i l lu s t r a te d  th e s e  Platonikoi enthousiasmoi.n

A c c o r d i n g  to  th i s  t r a d i t i o n  (p aradosis) ,  P l a t o  h i m s e l f  r e ­

c e iv e d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  s c ie n c e  o f  t h e  g o d s  f r o m  P y t h a g o r e a n  

a n d  O r p h i c  w r i t i n g s .  T h e  s c ie n c e  o f  d ia l e c t i c  a d v o c a t e d  b y  

P l a t o  is n o t  f o u n d  in  t h e  O r p h i c o - P y t h a g o r e a n  t h e o lo g y ,  b u t  

b o t h  O r p h i s m  a n d  P y t h a g o r e a n i s m  ( w h a t e v e r  t h e s e  a m b i v a ­

l e n t  t e r m s  m a y  m e a n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a u d i e n c e s )  a r e  v ie w e d  as  

b e i n g  b a s e d  o n  t h e  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  a n d  B a b y l o n i a n  r e v e l a ­

t io n s .  T h e  d i v i n e  P l a t o  o n l y  g a v e  it s c ie n t i f i c  f o r m ,  c o m b i n i n g  

“ t h e  r e v e l a t o r y  s ty le  o f  P y t h a g o r e a n i s m  w i t h  t h e  d e m o n s t r a ­

t iv e  m e t h o d  o f  S o c r a t e s ” .22

H e n c e ,  in  th i s  r e s p e c t  S o c r a t e s ’ a p p r o a c h  is d e m o n s t r a t i v e  

( a p o d e ik tiko n ) r a t h e r  t h a n  r e v e l a t o r y .  N o w  S y r i a n u s ,  t h e  s p i r i t ­

u a l  g u i d e  o f  b o t h  H e r m e i a s  a n d  P r o c l u s ,  n o t  o n l y  p r o c l a i m e d  

t h e  h a r m o n y  (su m p h o n ia ) b e t w e e n  O r p h e u s ,  P y t h a g o r a s  a n d  

P l a t o ,  b u t  a l s o  d e p i c t e d  S o c r a t e s  a s  a  k i n d  o f  s a v i o u r — t h e  

d i v i n e  a v a t a r  s e n t  d o w n  to  t h e  w o r l d  o f  b e c o m i n g  in  o r d e r  to  

b r i n g  t h e  f a l l e n  s o u l s  b a c k  t o  t h e  d iv i n e  b a n q u e t  ( H e r m e i a s ,  

In  P haedr. 1 .1 -5). T h is  s o t e r i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  S o c r a t e s  is 

m o d e l l e d  o n  t h e  a n a l o g o u s  f u n c t i o n  o f  O r p h e u s ,  t h o u g h  th e  

in i t i a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t e r m  so teria  is r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e a lm  o f  

p u b l i c  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  s o c ia l  b e n e f i t s  a n d  g r a c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  

lo c a l  p a t r o n s  a n d  d i v i n i z e d  h e r o e s .  I n  t h e  H e l l e n i s t i c  G r e e k  

w o r l d ,  a n y  b e n e f a c t o r  ( euergetes) m a y  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  h o n ­

o u r e d  a s  a  s a v i o u r  (so ter).2S

2 1. G a r t h  F o w d c n ,  “ T h e  P a g a n  H o l y  M a n  in  L a t e  A n t i q u e  S o c i e t y , ”  in  

The J o u r n a l o f  H e llen ic S tu d ies, v o l .  C I I ,  19 8 2 ,  p .  3 5 .

2 2 .  D o m i n i c  J .  O ’ M e a r a ,  Py tha goras R ev iv ed : M a them a t ics a n d  Ph ilosop hy  

in  L a te  A n t iq u it y  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  19 9 7 ) ,  p .  14 8 .

2 3 . G .W .  B o w e r s o c k ,  “T h e  I m p e r i a l  C u l t :  P e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  P e r s i s t e n c e , ”  

i n  J ew ish  a n d  Ch r ist ian  S e lf  D efin it ion , Vol.3 :  S elf -Def in it ion  in  t h e Graeco-
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H o w e v e r ,  in  a  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s e n s e ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  s a v e — th e  

s o u l ’s i m m o r t a l i z a t i o n  o r  a l l e g e d  “ h o m e c o m i n g ” — is t h e  f u n c ­

t i o n  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  b e n e v o l e n t  g o d s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  

C h a l d e a n  H e k a t e  a s  t h e  “ l i f e - g iv in g  w o m b ” a n d  “ l i g h t n i n g -  

r e c e iv i n g  w o m b ” ( o r  a s  a  f o r m le s s  fire ,  a ne ideo n  p u r , v i s i b le  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o s m o s )  is i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  

s a lv a t io n :  “ S o t e r i o l o g i c a l l y  m i n d e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  t h e u r -  

g i s t s ,  w h o  w i s h e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e i r  o w n  s o u l s ,  l a t e r  

a d v a n c e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  H e k a t e ,  b y  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  

th e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  h u m a n i t y  a n d  d iv i n i t y ,  e i t h e r  c o u l d  

a id  t h e  a s c e n t  o r  c o u l d  f o r c e  t h e  d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l . ”24

T h e  d iv in e - l ik e  s o u l s  o f  t r u e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a r e  n o t  e n t i r e ly  

c u t  o f f  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  I d e a s .  I n  

a  c e r t a i n  m e t a p h o r i c a l  s e n s e ,  t h e y  s t i l l  f o l lo w  t h e  h e a v e n l y  

r e t i n u e  d e p i c t e d  in  P l a t o ’s P haedrus. T h e y  a r e  “c o m p a n i o n s  

o f  t h e  g o d s ” ( o padous theon  a n d ra s) ,  l ik e  t h e  i d e a l i z e d  a n d  

m y t h o l o g i z e d  S o c r a t e s  o f  S y r i a n u s  a n d  P r o c l u s .  I n  s h o r t ,  

S o c r a t e s  is u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  d iv i n e  w il l .  H is  

s y s te m  o f  p e d a g o g y  p r e s u m a b l y  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  s o t e r i o l o g i c a l  

“g o l d e n  c h a i n ” o f  H o m e r  a n d  O r p h e u s ,  a n d  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  is 

n o  less  t h a n  a d iv i n e l y  i n s p i r e d  b e n e f i c ia l  m a d n e s s .

B o t h  O r p h e u s  a n d  S o c r a t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  s p i r i t u a l  

g u i d e s ,  t h a t  is, a s  i n s p i r e d  m y s t a g o g u e s  a b l e  t o  r e v ea l  th e  

u l t i m a t e  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  I d e a s ,  a  v i s i o n  r e g a r d e d  a s  i n i t i a t i o n  

in t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  m y s te r ie s .  B e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  P h aed rus  m y t h ,  P r o c l u s  e x p l a i n s :  “T h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  

s a id  b y  S o c r a t e s  in  t h e  P h aed rus  w h e n  h e  is c le a r l y  i n s p i r e d  

(en thousiazori)  a n d  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m y s t ic  m a t t e r s ” {P lat. Theol.

IV.5, 1 8 .2 3 -2 5 ) .  A n d  t h e  c i t h a r i s t  O r p h e u s ,  l ik e  C h i r o n  t h e  

C e n t a u r ,  h a l f - b r o t h e r  o f  Z e u s ,  “ in  a  c e r t a i n  w a y  e m b o d i e s  th e  

m y th ic a l  g u i d e  o f  s o u l s  m o s t  p u r e l y ”, a s  I l s e t r a u t  H a d o t  sa y s ,

R om a n  W orld , c d .  B e n  F. M a y e r  a n d  E .P .  S a n d e r s  ( L o n d o n :  S C M  P r e s s ,  

19 8 2 ) ,  p .  171.

2 4 . S a r a h  l i e s  J o h n s t o n ,  H ek a te Soteira : A S tu d y  o f  H ek a te ’s R oles in  the  

Ch a ld ea n  Oracles a n d  R ela t ed  L it er a tu r e  ( A t l a n t a :  S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  19 9 0 ) ,  p .  3 8 .
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“ p r e p a r i n g  a  d i r e c t  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  

m u s i c  a n d  w i s d o m . ”25

B u t  p h i l o s o p h y  is t h e  h i g h e s t  a r t  a n d  h i g h e s t  m u s i c ,  a s  

P l a t o ’s S o c r a t e s  h i m s e l f  a c k n o w l e d g e s  (P h a e d . 6 1 a ) .  C o n s e ­

q u e n t l y ,  t h e  e x e m p l a r y  p o e t s  a n d  s i n g e r s  a r e  entheo i, i n s p i r e d  

o n e s ,  a l t h o u g h  f e e b ly  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  “ i n s p i r e d ”, t h e  G r e e k  

w o r d  entheos  lo s e s  i ts  l i t e r a l  f o rc e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  V la s t o s .26 A n d  

S o c r a t e s  is g o d - p o s s e s s e d  (ka techom enos) ;  e v e n  m o r e :  “ I a m  

a  s e e r  ( m a n tis ) , ” h e  s a y s  (P h a e d r . 2 4 2 c ) ,  s in c e  t h e  G r e e k  t e r m  

m a n tis  m a y  b e  r e n d e r e d  a s  “ d i v i n e r ” o r  “ p r o p h e t ” . I n  a  s e n s e  

i t  is “g o d  h i m s e l f  (ho  theos a u to s ) w h o  s p e a k s  to  u s  t h r o u g h  

t h e m ” (Io n . 2 3 4 .d . 3 -4 ) ,  s in c e  t h e  p o s s e s s e d  s p e a k e r s  “ k n o w  

n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  s p e a k ” .

T h e  G r e e k  entheos  l i t e r a l ly  m e a n s  “ w i t h i n  is a  g o d ” o r  “ in  

g o d ” . T h is  i n d w e l l i n g  theos  ( n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  ba  in  i ts  

s i m u l a t e d  s a c r e d  r e c e p t a c l e )  s p e a k s  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n  ( o r  f r o m  

t h e  a n i m a t e d  c u l t i c  s t a t u e )  in  a  s t r a n g e  v o i c e ,  s o m e t i m e s  r e ­

s e m b l i n g  th e  s o - c a l le d  “ l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b i r d s ” o r  t h e  p r i m o r ­

d ia l  n o i s e  o f  t h e  c r e a t iv e  s o u n d .  T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  G r e e k  

te r m s  f o r  th i s  o r  s i m i l a r  s t a te s  a r e  m a n ia  ( m a d n e s s ,  f r e n z y ,  

i n s p i r a t i o n )  a n d  ekstasis  ( t o  s t a n d  [ o r  b e ]  o u t s i d e  o n e s e l f ) .  

E v e r y  s ee r ,  f i l le d  b y  t h e  r i t u a l l y  i g n i t e d  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  

p e r f o r m e d  f r e n z y ,  s t a n d s  in  a  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  t h e  d e ­

i ty , b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r d s  h e  u t t e r s  p r e s u p p o s e  e i t h e r  t h e  t e le s t i c  

m a d n e s s  o f  D i o n y s u s ,  o r  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  m a d n e s s  o f  A p o l l o .

B u t  w h a t  a b o u t  k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  is n o t  h u m a n  in  i ts  o r i ­

g i n ?  S t r i c t ly  s p e a k i n g ,  th i s  k n o w l e d g e  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  

s p e a k e r  h i m s e l f  k n o w s  n o t h i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  to  V la s to s :

In  S o c r a te s ’ v iew  th e  e ffe c t o f  th e  g o d ’s e n t r y  in to  th e  p o e t  

is to  d r iv e  o u t  th e  p o e t ’s m in d :  w h e n  th e  g o d  is in  h im  th e  

p o e t  is “o u t  o f  h is  m in d ”, ekphron, o r  “ in te l l ig e n c e  is n o  lo n g e r

2 5 . I l s c t r a u t  H a d o t ,  “ T h e  S p i r i t u a l  G u i d e , ”  i n  Cla ssica l M ed it er ra n ea n  

S p ir it u a lit y :  Eg y p t ia n , Greek , R om a n , c d .  A . I I .  A r m s t r o n g  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t -  

l c d g e  &  K c g a n  P a u l ,  19 8 6 ) ,  p .  4 4 0 .

2 6 . G r e g o r y  V l a s t o s ,  S ocr a t ic Piety , p .  5 4 9 .
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p re s e n t  in  h im ” ; so  h e  m a y  fin d  h im s e lf  s a y in g  m a n y  th in g s  

w h ic h  a re  a d m ir a b le  (polla kai kala ) a n d  t r u e  w i th o u t  k n o w in g  

w h a t  h e  is s a y in g  . . .  it is b e c a u s e  h e  is lik e  th e  d iv in e r  th a t  

th e  in s p ire d  p o e t  is “o u t  o f  h is  m in d ” . . . . F o r S o c ra te s ,  d i ­

v in e rs ,  s e e rs , o ra c le -g iv e rs  a n d  p o e ts  a re  a ll in  th e  s a m e  b o a t .

A ll o f  th e m  in  h is  v iew  a re  k n o w -n o th in g s ,  o r  r a th e r ,  w o rse : 

u n a w a re  o f  th e i r  s o r ry  e p is te m ic  s ta te ,  th e y  s e t  th e m s e lv e s  u p  

as  r e p o s i to r ie s  o f  w is d o m  e m a n a t in g  fro m  a d iv in e ,  a ll-w ise  

so u rc e . W h a t  th e y  sa y  m a y  b e  t ru e ;  b u t  e v e n  w h e n  it  is t ru e ,  

th e y  a re  in  n o  p o s i t io n  to  d is c e rn  w h a t  th e re  is in  it th a t  is 

t r u e .27

T h e y  c o n v e y  t r u t h  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e y  r e p e a t  t h e  d iv in e  

v o ic e  w h i c h  m a y  s e r v e  a s  a  t r u t h - s p e a k i n g  ka thegem on , t h e  o n e  

w h o  l e a d s  a n d  w h o  s h o w s  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  m a y  d e c e iv e  a s  A g a m ­

e m n o n  a l l e g e d l y  w a s  d e c e i v e d  b y  Z e u s ,  a l t h o u g h  P r o c l u s  is 

e a g e r  to  e x p l a i n  th i s  d e c e p t i o n  ka ta  ten  apo rrh e to n  theo rian , 

t h a t  is, a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  e s o te r i c  ( o r  s e c r e t ,  u n s p o k e n ,  m y s t e ­

r io u s )  m o d e  o f  s e e in g .  T h is  is s o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e v e a le d  m y t h s  

a n d  h ie r a t i c  c u s t o m s  m a y  b e  “e d u c a t i o n a l ” (p a id e u tiko i) ,  o r  

a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  y o u n g ,  a n d  “ m o r e  d i v i n e l y  i n s p i r e d ” ( en - 

theastiko lero i), t h a t  is, “ m o r e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ” (ph ilosophoteroi) 

a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  in i t i a t e s  ( P r o c l u s ,  In  R em p .  1 .79.5- 

18). A s  R o b e r t  L a m b e r t o n  p o i n t s  o u t :

W h e n  P ro c lu s  d is c u s s e s  th e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  H o m e r  a n d  

P la to ,  h e  p r e s e n ts  H o m e r  as  “ in s p i r e d ” a n d  “e c s ta t ic ”, a n  

a u th o r  w h o  o ffe rs  a d i r e c t  r e v e la t io n  a n d  is in  c o n ta c t  w ith  

a b s o lu te  t r u th .  P la to  is s e e n  as  c o m in g  la te r  to  th e  s a m e  in ­

f o rm a tio n  a n d  t r e a t in g  it d if fe re n tly , “e s ta b l is h in g  it s o lid ly  

b y  th e  i r r e fu ta b le  m e th o d s  o f  s y s te m a tic  t h o u g h t ” [In Remp.

I .1 7 1 -1 7 2 ].28

2 7 . Ib id .,  p p .  5 5 0  &  5 5 1.

2 8 . R o b e r t  L a m b e r t o n ,  I lo m cr  t h e Theologian : N eop la ton ist  A lleg or ica l 

H ea d in g  a n d  the Grow th o f  the E p ic  Tr a d it ion , ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  19 8 6 ) ,  p .  19 4 .
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T h e  G r e e k  w o r d  f o r  g o d  (theos)  is i t s e l f  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  a c t  o f  

t h e  see r .  T h e  d iv i n e  r e v e l a t io n  m a y  b e  r e c e iv e d  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  

m y t h  ( m u th o s ) .  S u c h  a  m y t h  is t o  b e  u s e d  p r o p e r l y ,  b e c a u s e  

i ts  s u r f a c e  is o n l y  a  “v e i l ” o r  “s c r e e n ” (p a ra p e ta sm a ) ,  b e h i n d  

w h i c h  a n o t h e r ,  m e t a p h y s i c a l  t r u t h  l ie s  a w a i t i n g  i ts  i n s p i r e d  

herm eneus. E v e n  H o m e r ’s b l i n d n e s s  is r e g a r d e d  a s  a  d iv i n e l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  s y m b o l  t h a t  p o i n t s  to  t h e  d a r k  a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n ­

ta l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  H o m e r ’s v i s io n .  I n  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  P r o c l u s  a r ­

g u e s  t h a t  S o c r a t e s  ( t h e  l i t e r a r y  p e r s o n a g e  o f  P l a t o ’s R e p u b lic ) ,  

in  fa c t ,  is d e c e i v e d  r e g a r d i n g  “ t h e  w a y  in  w h i c h  m y t h s  r e p r e ­

s e n t  t h e  t r u t h ” .29

S o  w h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  b e  a  s e e r — b o t h  t h e  t e l l e r  o f  m y t h s  

a n d  t h e  i n s p i r e d  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  th e  r e v e a le d  m y t h ?  A s W a l te r  

B u r k e r t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  G r e e k  te r m s :

. . .  a n  in te r p r e te d  s ig n  is thesphaton, th e  s e e r  is theoprotos, a n d  

w h a t  h e  d o e s  is a  theiazein o r  entheaze in .. . .  I n s o fa r  a s  th e  s e e r  

s p e a k s  in  a n  a b n o r m a l  s ta te ,  h e  re q u ire s  in  tu r n  s o m e o n e  w h o  

fo rm u la te s  h is  u t te r a n c e s ,  th e  prophetes. T h e  w o rd  fo r  s e e r  

its e lf , m antis , is c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  I n d o - E u r o p e a n  ro o t  fo r  

m e n ta l  p o w e r , a n d  is a lso  re la te d  to  m ania, m a d n e s s .30

B e  t h a t  a s  it  m a y ,  t h e  P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h y  is v ie w e d  b y  P r o ­

c lu s  a s  d iv i n e  p h i l o s o p h y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  “s h o n e  f o r t h ” ( ek la m p - 

sa i)  f o r  t h e  f irs t  t i m e  “ t h r o u g h  t h e  g o o d  g r a c e  o f  t h e  g o d s ” .31 

T h e r e f o r e ,  i ts  a m a z i n g  n o e t i c  t r a d i t i o n  r e p e a t s  t h e  d a z z l i n g  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  P h a n e s ,  t h e  O r p h i c  A t u m ,  w h o s e  p r i m a e v a l  

“s h i n i n g  f o r t h ” f r o m  t h e  in e f f a b l e  d a r k n e s s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  

n o e t i c  p l e r o m a ,  t h e  m o u n d  o f  H e l i o p o l i s .  A c c o r d in g l y ,  t h e  

in e f f a b l e  N i g h t  is t h e  E g g  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  s o l a r  b i r d  s p r a n g  

f o r t h  o n  t h e  firs t  m o r n i n g — in illo tem pore.

2 9 . Ib id .,  p .  19 6 .

3 0 . W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  Greek  R elig ion , t r . J o h n  R a ff a n  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  M A :  

H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  112 .

3 1. J o h n  G l u c k e r ,  A n t ioch u s  a n d  t he La t e A ca d em y  ( G ö t t i n g e n :  V a n d e n -  

h o c c k  a n d  R u p r e c h t ,  19 7 8 ) ,  p .  3 12 .
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I V

P r o c l u s  p r e s e n t s  S o c r a t e s ’ “c e l e b r a t i o n ” o f  t h e  r e a lm  b e y o n d  

t h e  h e a v e n s  (h u p ero u ra n io s  topos) a s  a  “s y m b o l i c  d e s c r i p t i o n ” 

(.sum bolike  a p a n g e lia ). H e  s a y s  t h a t  “ t h e  m o d e  w h i c h  a im s  to  

s p e a k  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  b y  m e a n s  o f  s y m b o l s  is O r p h i c  a n d  g e n ­

e r a l ly  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w r i t e  a b o u t  d iv i n e  m y t h s ” 

(P la t. Theol. I .4 .1 0 .6 f f ) .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  m y t h  n a r r a t e d  in  

P l a t o ’s P h aed rus  is t a k e n  “ to  b e  n o t  o n l y  i n s p i r e d  b u t  a l s o  

t e le s t i c ,  w h i c h  f o r  h i m  m e a n s  t h e u r g i c ” .32

H e n c e ,  P r o c l u s  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  i m a g e s  a n d  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  

P h a e d r u s  m y t h  in  t e r m s  o f  th e u r g y ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e a lm  

b e y o n d  t h e  h e a v e n s  w h e r e  t h e  I d e a s  a r e  to  b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  

c o r r e s p o n d s  to  t h e  t h r e e  O r p h i c  N i g h t s .  A n n e  S h e p p a r d  c o n ­

s id e r s  t h a t  S y r i a n u s ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d e  o f  P r o c l u s ,  “ d i d  n o t  

d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n s p i r e d ,  t h e u r g i c  m o d e  o f  d i s c o u r s e  

o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  t h e  s y m b o l i c ,  O r p h i c  m o d e  o n  t h e  

o t h e r ” .33 E v e n  f o r  P r o c l u s  ( in  s p i t e  o f  h is  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i c a l  

t e r m i n o l o g y ) ,  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  m a d n e s s ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  f r e n z y ,  

t h e u r g i c  r i t e s  a n d  t h e i r  a l l e g o r i c a l  o r  s y m b o l i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  s i n g l e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s e t  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  r e l a t e d  to  

th e  w a y  in  w h i c h  t h e  s o u l  a s c e n d s  t o  t h e  n o e t i c  r e a lm ,  w h e n c e  

it m a y  b e  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  re a l i ty .

I n  r e l a t i o n  to  th i s  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  O r p h i c  a n d  P l a t o n i c  

a id s  to  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  “w h i c h  f o r m  a  c o n t i n u a l  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  

t h e  p e r f e c t  m y s t ic  v i s i o n ” (P h a ed r . 2 4 9 c ) ,  o n e  m a y  w o n d e r  

w h a t  it m e a n s  to  b e  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  g o d ,  o r  t o  b e  a  p r o p h e t  

in  t h e  w i d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a n  

c u l t u r e s .

A r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  G r e e k  v e r b  gignosko  ( f r o m  w h i c h  d e r iv e s  

gnosis, k n o w l e d g e )  in  e a r l y  t im e s  is o f t e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  v e r b s  

o f  s e e i n g  ( t h o u g h  “v i s i o n ”, in  th i s  c a s e ,  m a y  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  as

3 2 . A n n e  S h e p p a r d ,  “ P l a t o ’s  P h a e d r u s  i n  t h e  T h e o l o g i a  P l a t o n i c a , ” 

i n  Pr oclu s el la  Theolog ie p la ton icien n e,  c d .  A .  P h .  S c g o n d s  a n d  C .  S t e e l ,  

( L e u v e n :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ;  P a r i s :  L e s  B e l l e s  L c t t r c s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  4 19 .

3 3 . Ib id .,  p .  4 2 2 .
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a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  s u p r a - n o r m a l  f a c u l ty ) ,  J .  G o n d a  a t t e m p t s  to  

p la c e  t h e  o r a c u l a r  s o o t h s a y e r s  a n d  p o e t s  o n  t h e  s a m e  f o o t i n g  

as  p r o p h e t s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r s . 34 I n  G r e e c e ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s a n c ­

t u a r y  o r  h o l y  p la c e  w h e r e  t h e  g o d s  a r e  t h o u g h t  to  b e  p r e s e n t  

a n d  m a y  o f f e r  c o u n s e l  is c a l l e d  chresterion  o r  m a n te io n , a n d  

r e n d e r e d  a s  o ra cu lu m  b y  t h e  R o m a n s .  I n  t h e s e  p la c e s ,  l ik e  in  

t h e  S y r i a n  a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a n  t e m p l e s ,  t h e  g o d  s p e a k s  d i ­

r e c t ly  f r o m  a  p r i e s t  o r  a  p r o p h e t  w h o  e n t e r s  t h e  s t a te  o f  p o s ­

s e s s i o n  ( en thousiasm os) .

H e n c e ,  a  p r o p h e t ,  a s  a n  i n s p i r e d  se e r ,  s o m e w h a t  e m p t i e d  o f  

h i m s e l f  a n d  “ f i l le d  w i t h  t h e  g o d ” ( b e i n g  a  p o s s e s s e d  enthousi-  

astes), is a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  s p e a k i n g  d e i ty .  E v e n  i f  th i s  

a t t r i b u t i o n  is s o m e t i m e s  j u s t  a  l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t i o n  t u r n e d  i n t o  

a  c o m p e l l i n g  p r o m i s e  o f  a n  a c t  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  m a g ic  p o w e r  

w a s  t h o u g h t  to  b e  i n h e r e n t  in  t h e  m i g h t y  w o r d  o f  a n y  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  d e m a g o g u e .  W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  w e  w o u l d  l ik e  to  d e s c r i b e  

th i s  m y t h i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  o r a c u l a r  p e r f o r m e r  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  

s p e a k e r  a s  a n  i n s p i r e d  p u b l i c  t e a c h e r  o r  a s  a  p r o p h e t  ( t h e  

G r e e k  prophetes  w h o  r e la t e s  c u l t  l e g e n d s  a t  f e s t i v a l s ) , 35 th e  

p r o p h e c y  i t s e l f  m a y  b e  d e f i n e d  as  a  p e r p e t u a l  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o s m o l o g i c a l ,  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c io - p o l i t i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  s u s t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  a  r i t u a l ly  p e r f o r m e d  e x e g e s i s .  

E v e n  t h e  a n c i e n t  H e b r e w  “ p r o p h e t ” (:n a b i) ,  in  its  in i t i a l  c o n ­

t e x t ,  m a y  a p p e a r  s i m p l y  “a s  a  c o u r i e r  f o r  a n  i m p o r t a n t  l e t t e r  

p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  tw o  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  p e r h a p s  c o ­

c o n s p i r a t o r s  o f  s o m e  s o r t ” .36

3 4 . J .  G o n d a ,  The Vision o f  t he Vedic P o e t s  ( N e w  D e lh i :  M u n s h i r a m  

M a n o h a r l a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  19 8 4 ) ,  p p .  2 4  &  14 .

3 5 .  Ib id .,  p .  14 .

3 6 . J o e l  S w c c k ,  “ I n q u i r i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  i n  t h e  A n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t :  

D e l i n e a t i n g  P o l i t i c a l  L o c a t i o n , ”  i n  M a g ic a n d  D iv in a t ion  in  t he A n cien t  W orld , 

e d .  L c d a  C i r a o l o  a n d  J o n a t h a n  S e i d e l  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l / S t y x ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,  p .  5 5 .
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V

W h a t ,  t h e n ,  is p r o p h e c y ?  T h e  u s e  o f  th i s  v e r y  c o n c e p t  is c o n ­

t r o v e r s i a l ,  m a i n l y  d u e  to  a  J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g i c a l  b ia s  

a n d  t h e  r e l a t e d  “ r o m a n t i c  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  b ib l ic a l  p r o p h e t s  

a s  t o r m e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  t a l e n t ” .37

T h e  a l m o s t  u n q u e s t i o n e d  d o g m a  o f  p r o p h e t i c  r e v e l a t io n  a s  

a n  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  c a t e g o r y  e m b o d i e d  in  t h e  b o o k  is a  s c r i b a l  

c o n s t r u c t  o f  M e s o p o t a m i a n  o r i g i n .  T h e  p o s t - e x i l i c  r e l ig io u s  

b u r e a u c r a t s  o f  S e c o n d  T e m p l e  J u d a i s m  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  

w a y  in  w h i c h  t h e  d i v i n e  P a t r o n  c a n  s p e a k  to  H is  v a s s a l s  ( t h e  

I s r a e l i t e s  a s  H i s  c o n t r a c t u a l  s l a v e s  a n d  w a r r i o r s )  w a s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t .  K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r h e t o r i c  

o f  p r o p h e t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l e g i t i m i z i n g  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

e m p h a s i s  o n  w r i t i n g  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  p r i v i l e g e d  v e h i c l e  o f  

p r o p h e c y .  H e  w r i te s :

W h e n  p r o p h e c y  b e c a m e  p r im a r i ly  a  l i te ra ry  g e n re ,  th e  p r o p h ­

e ts  w e re  p o s th u m o u s ly  t r a n s fo rm e d  in to  a u th o r s .  . . . W h e n  

th e  H e b re w  s c r ib e s  a d o p te d  th e  re v e la t io n  p a r a d ig m  in  c o n ­

n e c t io n  w ith  th e  p r o p h e t i c  l i te r a tu r e ,  th e y  to o k  th e  v is io n  

(hazon) to  b e  th e  c la s s ic  m o d e  o f  p r o p h e t ic  r e v e la t io n . T h a t  

is w h y  th e  r u b r ic s  o f  th e  p r o p h e t ic  b o o k s  o f te n  u se  th e  t e r ­

m in o lo g y  o f  th e  v is io n a ry  e x p e r ie n c e  as  th e  te c h n ic a l  v o c a b ­

u la ry  fo r  p ro p h e c y , e v e n  fo r  p r o p h e t s  w h o s e  o ra c le s  d o  n o t  

re fe r  to  a n y  v is io n . . . . T h e  n o v e l ty  o f  th e  s c r ib a l  c o n s t r u c t  o f  

p r o p h e c y  as a re v e la t io n  lies in  th e  re fe re n c e  to  w r i t te n  te x ts . 

T h e  s c r ib e s  d e v e lo p e d  th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  p r o p h e t  a s  a s c r ib e ,  

a n d  o f  h is  m e ssa g e  as  a  s e c re t  re v e a le d  b y  h e a v e n ly  f ig u re s , 

to  le g it im iz e  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  p r o p h e ts  h a d  b e c o m e  b o o k s .38

3 7 . K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n ,  S cr ib a l Cu ltu r e a n d  th e M a k in g  o f  th e H ebrew  B ib le  

( C a m b r i d g e ,  M A :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 9 ) ,  p .  19 0 .

3 8 . Ib id .,  p p .  2 3 1 &  2 3 2 .
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I n  th i s  c a se ,  G o d  ( t h e  m i g h t y  P a t r o n  o f  t h e  c h o s e n  z e a l o t s )  

is p r e s e n t e d  a s  s p e a k i n g  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t ,  i t s e l f  

n o w  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  ta k lim tu  c a t e g o r y  o f  B a b y l o ­

n ia n  w r i t i n g s .  T h e  A k k a d i a n  w o r d  ta k lim tu  ( l i t e r a l ly  m e a n ­

i n g  “ d e m o n s t r a t i o n ” ) s t a n d s  f o r  “ r e v e l a t i o n ” a n d  “ p r e s e r v e s  

a r e m i n i s c e n c e  o f  t h e  t i m e  in  w h i c h  r e v e l a t i o n  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  

t h o u g h t  o f  a s  a  v i s u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ” .39 T h e  p r e m i s e  o f  t h e  B a b y ­

l o n i a n  c u n e i f o r m  l i t e r a t u r e  is t h a t ,  u n l e s s  r e v e a l e d ,  w i s d o m  

(n em eq u )  r e m a i n s  h i d d e n ,  t h u s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

e s o te r i c  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  “ b r o a d  u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g ” {u zn u  ra p a sh tu ) a n d  “ p r o f o u n d  w i s d o m ” (hasisu  p a lk u ) 

o f  t h e  D e e p ,  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  a p ka llu  s a g e s ,  w h i c h  a s s i s t e d  

th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  p a r a d i g m ;  a  p a r a d i g m  t h a t  

a s s e r t e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n  p e r p e t u a t e d  b y  

t h e  l e a r n e d  e x p e r t  ( u m m a n u  m u d u )  w h o  g u a r d e d  t h e  s e c r e t  

lo r e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  g o d s  ( u m m a n u  m u d u  n a s irp ir is h ti  Hi r a b u ti) .40

S c r ib a l  w i s d o m  i t s e l f  ( a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d  c o m p r e h e n ­

s i o n  o f  “s e c r e t  t h i n g s ” ) is g o d - g i v e n .  T h e  p r i v i l e g e d  te x t s  

“ f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  o f  E a ” (sha p i  E a )  m a y  b e  w i t n e s s e d  a s  “ t h e  

w r i t i n g s  o f  E a ” (sh itru  sha  E a ) .  I t  w a s  h e l d  t h a t  E a  d i c t a t e d  

h is  r e v e l a t io n s  to  A d e p a ,  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  a p ka llu  s a g e ,  o n e  o f  

t h e  “s e v e n  b r i l l i a n t  apka llu s , p u r a d u - f ish  o f  t h e  s e a ” .41 O a n n e s -  

A d a p a  t r a n s m i t t e d  th i s  w i s d o m  o f  E a  ( nem eq  E a )  t h r o u g h  

th e  s u b s e q u e n t  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n .  A d a p a ’s p a t r o n  E a  is c a l l e d  

bei nem eqi, th e  L o r d  o f  W i s d o m .  T h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  v a l u e  o f  

h i s  w i s d o m  is r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b c  t e x t  

o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  e a r l y  K a s s i t e  r u l e r :  “ M a y  E a ,  t h e  g o d  o f  t h e  

d e p t h s ,  g r a n t  h i m  p e r f e c t  w i s d o m ” ( E a  bei n a g h im  n em eq a m  

lishk lilshu ) . 42

3 9 .  Ib id .,  p .  2 12 .

4 0 . R o n a l d  F . G .  S w e e t ,  “ T h e  S a g e  in  A k k a d i a n  L i t e r a t u r e :  A  P h i l o l o g i c a l  

S t u d y , ”  i n  The Sa g e in  Isra el a n d  t he A n cien t  N ea r  Ea s t , c d .  J o h n  G .  G a m m i e  

a n d  L e o  G .  P e r d u e  ( W i n o n a  L a k e ,  I N :  E i s e n b r a u n s ,  19 9 0 ) ,  p .  6 0 .

41 . S h l o m o  I z r c ’c l ,  A d a p a  a n d  th e S ou th  W in d : L a n g u a g e H a s t h e  Pow er  o f  

L ife a n d  D ea th  ( W i n o n a  L a k e ,  I N :  E i s e n b r a u n s ,  2 0 0 1) ,  p .  4 .

4 2 .  R o n a l d  F . G .  S w e e t ,  ib id .,  p .  5 2 .
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S im i la r ly ,  M a r d u k  p r o v i d e s  d e e p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( u z n u ) 

a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( h asisu ) ,  a n d  N a b u ,  t h e  h e a v e n l y  S c r i b e  w h o  

k n o w s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b r i n g s  f o r t h  w ise  t e a c h i n g s  (ih z i n em eq i). 

V an  d e r  T o o r n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  t h e  w r i t t e n  t r a d i ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  M e s o p o t a m i a n  s c r i b e s  s u p p l a n t e d  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i ­

t i o n  a n d ,  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  f a c e d  th e  p r o b l e m  o f  l e g i t i m a c y  

a n d  a u t h o r i t y .  H e  w r i te s :

T h e  s c r ib e s  fo u n d  th e i r  n e w  s o u rc e  o f  a u th o r i ty  in  th e  c o n ­

c e p t  o f  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n .  T h r o u g h  th e  c o n s t r u c t  o f  a n  a n t e ­

d i lu v ia n  r e v e la t io n  f ro m  E a  to  th e  apkallus, t r a n s m it te d  in  a n  

u n b r o k e n  c h a in  o f  s a g e s , s c r ib e s ,  a n d  s c h o la r s ,  th e  w r i t te n  

t r a d i t io n  c o u ld  c la im  a  le g it im a c y  is s u in g  f ro m  th e  g o d s .  In  

s u p p o r t  o f  th e  th e o ry  th a t  th e  r e v e la t io n  p a r a d ig m  w as a n  

a n s w e r  to  a le g i t im a c y  p r o b le m , o n e  c a n  p o in t  to  th e  e m e r ­

g e n c e  o f  th e  r h e to r ic  o f  sec recy . A t a b o u t  th e  s a m e  t im e  th a t  

th e  M e s o p o ta m ia n  s c r ib e s  a n d  s c h o la r s  b e g a n  to  s p e a k  o f  th e  

t r a d i t io n  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  re v e a le d , th e y  s ta r te d  to  e m p h a s iz e  

its  s e c re t  n a tu r e .43

V I

A n d  s o ,  w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p h e t s  t h e m s e l v e s ?  A r e  t h e y  “ p r o p h ­

e t s ” in  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s e e r s — th e  b e h o l d e r s  o f  d iv i n e  e p i p h a n i e s  

a t  fe s t iv a ls  w i t h  t h e i r  s p l e n d i d  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  p o r t a b l e  d iv in e  

im a g e s  a n d  b a r q u e s ?  L e t  u s  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  G r e e k  w o r d  

theoria  in i t i a l ly  m e a n t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  th e  g o d s  a t  t h e i r  fe s ­

t iv a ls ,  b e f o r e  it s t a r t e d  to  m e a n  t h e  b e h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  w ell-  

o r d e r e d  P y t h a g o r e a n  c o s m o s  o r  t h e  P l a t o n i c  I d e a s .  A r c  th e  

p r o p h e t s  “ m e s s e n g e r s ” in  t h e  s e n s e  o f  h e r a l d s ,  a n n o u n c e r s ,  

c e r e m o n i a l  d e c l a im e r s  in  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  r e c i t e r s  w h o  p e r f o r m  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o e m s  a n d  m y t h s  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  f e s t iv a l s ?  O r

4 3 . K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n ,  S cr ib a l Cu ltu r e a n d  the M a k in g  o f  th e H ebrew  

H ible, p .  2 1g .

21



O rpheus a n d  the Roots o f  P la tonism

a r e  t h e y  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t o r s  o n  t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  D io n y s i a e  

t h e a t r e ?

M o d e r n  W e s t e r n  c o n v e n t i o n  t e n d s  to  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  “ i n n e r  

e x p e r i e n c e ”, “s p o n t a n e o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n ”, a n d  t h e  “ m o r a l  e d u ­

c a t i o n a l ” p e d i g r e e  o f  t h e  i m a g i n e d  “ p r o p h e t i c ” h u m a n - d i v i n e  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  th i s  k i n d  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  a s s e r t e d  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a y  b e  s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  c u l t u r a l  d e f in i t i o n  

a n d  c la s s i f i c a t io n .  O n e  p r o p o s e d  t a x o n o m y  e n g a g e s  a  d i v i ­

s i o n  o f  s o c ia l  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  r o le s  t h a t  m a y  b e  p e r f o r m e d .

T h e r e  is n o  s i n g l e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  G r e e k  w o r d s  “ p r o p h e t ” 

(prophetes) a n d  “ p r o p h e c y ” (p ro ph e te ia )  in  t h e  a n c i e n t  N e a r  

E a s t e r n  l a n g u a g e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  w o r d  “ p r o p h e c y ” is l i a b le  

t o  a  c e r t a i n  s e m a n t i c  c o n f u s i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  is c o m m o n l y  e q u a t e d  

w i t h  f o r e t e l l i n g  t h e  f u t u r e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p r o p h e c y  m a y  b e  

d e f in e d  a s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n — n o t  u n l i k e  a  w e l l - o r ­

g a n i z e d  r o y a l  “ p o s t a l  s e r v ic e ”, p r o m i n e n t  in  t h e  A c h a e m e n i d  

P e r s i a n  e m p i r e ,  w h e n  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a n g e l i c  m e s s e n g e r s  

s t a r t e d  to  e m e r g e .  A c c o r d i n g  to  M a r t t i  N is s in e n ,  th i s  c o n s i s t ­

e d  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  s e n d e r  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  ( c la s s i ­

f i ed  a s  “ r e v e l a t i o n ” ) i tse lf ,  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  o f  t h e  m e s s a g e  ( t h e  

p r o p h e t  a s  p o s t a l  o ff ic e r  a n d  c o u r i e r ) ,  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  

m e s s a g e ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  k i n g . 44 N i s s i n e n  c o m m e n t s :

T h e  M e so p o ta m ia n  sources  in c lu d e  tw o  d is t in g u is h a b le  types  

o f  tex ts , b o th  o f  w h ich  have  b e e n  ch a ra c te r iz e d  as “p r o p h ­

ecy” : 1) the  v erba l  m essages , a l leged ly  se n t  b y  a d e i ty  a n d  

t ra n s m i tted  by  a h u m a n  in te rm e d ia ry  to  the  add ressee ,  a n d  2) 

th e  “A k k a d ia n  P ro p h e c ie s”, a lso  called  “a p o c a ly p s e s”, w h ich  

p re d ic t  h is to rica l  even ts ,  m o s t ly  ex eventu.45

I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h e  p r o p h e t  is t h e  m o u t h p i e c e  o f  a  d e i t y  w h e n  

t h e  m e s s a g e  to  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  is n o t  in i t i a l ly  a  “w r i t t e n  d o c u ­

m e n t ” ( o r  a  m a t e r i a l  c u n e i f o r m  t a b l e t  b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  d iv i n e

4 4 . M a r t t i  N i s s i n e n ,  R eferen ces to Prop hecy  in  N eo-Assy r ia n  Sou rces  

( H e l s i n k i :  T h e  N e o - A s s y r i a n  T e x t  C o r p u s  P r o j e c t ,  19 9 8 ) ,  p .  6 .

4 5 .  Ib id .,  p .  7 .
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c o u n s e l ) ,  b u t  a n  o r a l  c o m m a n d ,  a d v i c e  o r  r e p r o a c h ,  l a t e r  p r e ­

s e n t e d  to  t h e  a d d r e s s e e  in  t h e  w r i t t e n  f o r m  o f  a  m a n i f e s to - l i k e  

d i s p a t c h .  W h e n  r e f e r e n c e  is m a d e  to  t h e  s p o k e n  w o r d  ( a b u tu , 

d ib b u ) o f  a  d e i t y  in  t h e  N e o - A s s y r i a n  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  s p e a k i n g  d e ­

i ty  is e i t h e r  I s h t a r  o r  M a l l i s s u ,  t h e  m a i n  g o d d e s s  o f  p r o p h e c y .4* 

A m o n g  t h e  w o r d s  w h i c h  i m p l y  p r o p h e t i c  a c t iv i ty ,  tw o  a r e  

i m p o r t a n t :  m a h h u ,  d e r i v e d  f r o m  m a h u ,  “ t o  b e  in  a  f r e n z y ,  to  

b e c o m e  m a d ”, a n d  ra gg im u , d e r i v e d  f r o m  ra g a m u , “ t o  s h o u t ,  

to  p r o c l a i m ” . C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  A s s y r i a n  ra gg im u  is t h e  “ p r o -  

n o u n c e r ” o r  “s p e a k e r ”, a n d  t h e  m u h h u m  is a  t y p e  o f  m a d m a n ,  

l ik e  t h e  H e b r e w  m eshugga, “a  t e r m  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e d  a s  a  s y n ­

o n y m  f o r  n a b i \ A1

A ll t h e s e  t e r m s  m a y  b e  u s e d  a s  s y n o n y m s  a n d  c o n t r a s t e d  

to  t h e  b a ru — t h e  r e a d e r  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  s c r i p t  o f  t h e  c o s m o s  a n d  

i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t h e  s ig n s  i n s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  l iv e rs  o f  sa c r i f i c ia l  

a n i m a l s .  T h e  b a ru  ( h a r u s p e x )  is v ie w e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  th e  

“g o l d e n  c h a i n ” o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  S u m e r ­

i a n  k i n g  E n m e d u r a n k i ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e  H e b r e w  

E n o c h .  E n m e d u r a n k i ,  t h e  r u l e r  o f  S i p p a r ,  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  

a s s e m b l y  (p u h r u )  o f  t h e  g o d s  b y  S h a m a s h  a n d  A d a d .  T h e r e  

h e  w a s  s e a t e d  o n  a  g o l d e n  t h r o n e  a n d  t h e  d iv i n e  s e c r e t s  w e r e  

r e v e a l e d  to  h im .  T h e  g o d s  g a v e  ( id d in u ) h i m  t h e  t a b l e t  o f  t h e  

g o d s  ( tu p p i i la n i , t h a t  is, t h e  “d iv i n e  b o o k ” ) w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  

th e  “s e c r e t  s c i e n c e ” . A s  H e l g e  K v a n v i g  p o i n t s  o u t :  “T h e  t a b ­

l e t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  e s o te r i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  w i s d o m  

r e v e a l e d  to  E n m e d u r a n k i . ”48

T h e  A s s y r ia n  p r o p h e c i e s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h e  ro y a l  

id e o lo g y ,  s i n c e  t h e  N e o - A s s y r i a n  E m p i r e  a n d  t h e  “ k i n g d o m  

o f  h e a v e n ” a r e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  I s h t a r ,  

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  s a c r e d  t re e .  T h e  c u l t  o f  I s h t a r  ( t h e  g o d d e s s  

h e r s e l f  v ie w e d  a s  t h e  “ b r e a t h ” o f  A s h u r ,  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  l a t e r

46. I b id .,  p .  10 .

4 7 .  A b r a h a m  M a l a m a t ,  M a r i a n d  t he B ib le  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 8 ) ,  p .  6 6 .

48. H e l g e  S .  K v a n v i g ,  R oots o f  A p oca ly p t ic:  The M esop ota m ia n  Ba ck g rou n d  

o f  t h e E n och  Fig u r e a n d  o f  th e S on  o f  M a n  ( N e u k i r c h c n - V l u y n :  N e u k i r c h e n e r  

V e r l a g ) ,  19 8 8 ,  p .  18 8 .
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G n o s t i c  S o p h i a )  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  A s s y r ia n  e s o te r i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  

s a l v a t io n .  I n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i z e d  i m p e r ia l  c o n t e x t ,  p r o p h e c y ,  

m y s t ic i s m  a n d  r o y a l  i d e o l o g y  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e .  G i l g a m e s h  is 

th e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  A s s y r ia n  k in g ,  a n d  I s h t a r  is th e  

d i v i n e  m o t h e r  w h o  g iv e s  b i r t h  to  h im .  N o  w o n d e r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  

o n e  o f  t h e  A s s y r ia n  p r o p h e t e s s e s  ( ra g in tu ) “ id e n t i f i e s  h e r s e l f  

w i t h  G i l g a m e s h  r o a m i n g  t h e  d e s e r t  in  s e a r c h  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e ” .49 

A s  S i m o  P a r p o l a  r e la te s :

F o r  a  s p i r i tu a l ly  p u r e  p e r s o n ,  u n io n  w ith  G o d  w as  b e lie v e d  

to  b e  p o s s ib le  n o t  o n ly  in  d e a th  b u t  in  life  a s  w e ll. T h is  b e l ie f  

p ro v id e s  th e  d o c t r in a l  b a s is  o f  A ssy r ia n  p ro p h e c y :  w h e n  filled  

w ith  d iv in e  s p i r i t ,  th e  p r o p h e t  n o t  o n ly  b e c o m e s  a s e a t  fo r  

th e  G o d d e s s  b u t  a c tu a l ly  o n e  w ith  h e r, a n d  th u s  c a n  fo re se e  

fu tu r e  th in g s .  . . . T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  a c t—w h ic h  c e r ta in ly  

w as  th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  a  lo n g  p ro c e s s  o f  s p i r i tu a l  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n —w a s  to  tu r n  th e  d e v o te e  in to  a  l iv in g  im a g e  o f  I s h ta r :  

a n  a n d r o g y n o u s  p e r s o n  to ta l ly  b e y o n d  th e  p a s s io n s  o f  f le sh .50

L e t  u s  e x p l o r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l o g y :  b o t h  t h e  g o d - c h o -  

s e n  A s s y r i a n  k i n g  a n d  t h e  d e v o t e e  o f  I s h t a r  p l a y  t h e  r o le  o f  

A s h u r ’s s o n  o r  o f  M u l l i s s u ’s s o n .  L ik e w is e ,  t h e  N e o p l a t o n i c  

m y s t ic  m a y  s e e k  to  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  h y p o s t a ­

s is  o f  H e k a t e  S o t e i r a  o r  A t h e n a  S o t e i r a .  I s h t a r  a s  “v i r g i n  o f  

l i g h t ” m a r k s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  (A sh sh u r , t h e  o n ly ,  u n iv e r s a l  

G o d ,  v ie w e d  a s  “ t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  g o d s ”, gabbu  ila n i A sh sh u r) .51 

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  I s h t a r  is t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  w a y  o f  

s a l v a t io n .  A s  a  r u l e ,  t h e  A s s y r ia n  p r o p h e t s  b e l o n g  to  t h e  c u l -  

t ic  c o m m u n i t y  o f  I s h t a r ’s d e v o t e e s  (a ss in n u , nash  p ila q q i)  a n d  

s h a r e  t h e i r  e s o te r i c  m y s t ic a l  lo r e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a s c e n t  a n d  

s a l v a t io n  o f  t h e  s o u l . 52

4 9 .  S i m o  P a r p o l a ,  Assy r ian  Prop hecies  ( H e l s i n k i :  H e l s i n k i  U n i v e r s i t y  

P r e s s ,  t h e  N e o - A s s y r i a n  T e x t  C o r p u s  P r o j e c t ,  19 9 7 ) ,  p -  L .

5 0 . I b id .,  p .  X X X I V .

5 1. Ib id .,  p p .  X X I  &  L X X X I .

5 2 . Ib id .,  p .  X L V I I .
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S im i la r ly ,  t h e u r g i c  d i v i n a t i o n  in  N e o p l a t o n i s m  m a y  b e  r e ­

g a r d e d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  a s c e n t  a n d  u n i f i c a t i o n — “s t a n d i n g  o u t ­

s i d e ” o f  o n e ’s n o r m a l  s t a t e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h a t  is, in  ecstasis 

a n d  f r e n z y .  T h is  e n t a i l s  a n  a l l - c o n s u m i n g  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  d i ­

v in e  a s  t h e  i n s p i r e d  t h e u r g i s t  is s e i z e d  b y  t h e  i n v a d i n g  g o d .  

T h is  d i v i n e  i n v a s i o n  m a y  b e  e q u a t e d  to  t h e  a c t i v e  i r r u p t i o n  

o f  t h e  d a z z l i n g  n o e t i c  l i g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  p u r i f i e d  r e c i p i e n t ,  o r  

r a th e r ,  in  h is  m i r r o r - l ik e  p h a n ta s ia . E m m a  C l a r k e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  

m a t t e r  a s  f o l lo w s :

I a m b l ic h u s  a rg u e s  th a t  th e  im a g in a t io n  is m a n ip u la te d  b y  

th e  g o d s  a n d  re c e iv e s  d iv in e  phantasm ata  d u r in g  in s p i r a t io n .

H e  c o n s is te n t ly  d e s c r ib e s  g o d - s e n t  v is io n s  a s  phantasm ata  o r  

phantasiai. . . .  P o rp h y ry  w r ite s  th a t  p e o p le  th e m s e lv e s  “ im a g ­

in e ” (phantazontai) o r  “a re  d iv in e ly  in s p ir e d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e i r  

im a g in a t iv e  f a c u l ty ” (kata tophantastikon theiazousin), w h e re a s  

I a m b l ic h u s  in s is ts  th a t  th e  im a g in a t io n  is a f fe c te d  f ro m  th e  

o u t s id e —d iv in e  p o w e r  “ i l lu m in a te s  w ith  a  d iv in e  l ig h t  th e  ae- 

th e r ia l  a n d  lu c ifo rm  v e h ic le  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  s o u l ,  f ro m  w h ic h  

d iv in e  v is io n s  o c c u p y  th e  im a g in a t iv e  fa c u lty  in  u s , d r iv e n  b y  

th e  w ill o f  th e  g o d s .  . . . ” A n  in s p i r e d  in d iv id u a l  is n o t  th in k ­

in g  o r  u s in g  h is  im a g in a t io n —h is  im a g in a t io n  is b e in g  m a d e  

u se  o f  b y  th e  g o d s .  L e f t to  its  o w n  d e v ic e s , u n to u c h e d  b y  th e  

g o d s ,  th e  im a g in a t io n  p r o d u c e s  m e re  ( h u m a n )  p h a n ta s m s  

w h ic h  h a v e  n o  p la c e  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  in s p i r a t io n .  . . . T h e  im ­

a g in a t io n  is th e re fo re  v a lu e d  o n ly  as  a  p a s s iv e  re c e p ta c le  o f  

d iv in e  v is io n s .53

V I I

T h e  p r o p h e t i c  m e s s a g e s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  a c c r e d i t e d  B a b y l o ­

n i a n  p r o p h e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  in  v a r i o u s  t e m p l e s  

a n d  t h o s e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  m a d m e n ,  A b r a h a m  M a l a m a t  r e l a te s

5 3 . E m m a  C .  C l a r k e ,  Ia m b lich u s’ D e  M y ster iis: A  M a n ifesto  o f  the M ir a cu lou s  

( A l d e r s h o t :  A s h g a t c ,  2 0 0 1) ,  p p .  8 4  &  8 5 .
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to  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  “ i n t u i t i v e  p r o p h e c y ” .54 S in c e  t h e  s o - c a l le d  

“s c ie n t i f i c ” A k k a d i a n  d i v i n a t i o n  p r a c t i s e d  b y  t h e  b a ru m  is d e ­

s c r i b e d  a s  b o t h  t y p i c a l  a n d  r a t i o n a l ,  t h e  “ i n t u i t i v e  d i v i n a t i o n ” 

a t t e s t e d  a t  M a r i  s e e m s  to  b e  b o t h  a ty p ic a l  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l . 55 

B u t  th i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  is n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o r r e c t .  I n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  

p r o p h e c y  m a y  b e  d e s c r i b e d  in  t e r m s  o f  c e r e m o n i a l  r h e t o r i c — 

t h e  h u m a n  c a l l s  a n d  d i v i n e  a n s w e r s  w h i c h  d e m a n d  t h e  t a k ­

i n g  o f  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s .  T o  c a t e g o r i z e  th i s  c o n ­

v e n t i o n a l  d ia l e c t i c a l  p la y  a s  “ i n t u i t i v e ” m e a n s  to  b e  u n d e r  

t h e  s p e l l  o f  a n  e x a l t e d  W e s t e r n  r o m a n t i c i s m .  T h is  in f lu e n t i a l  

t h e o r y  o f  a e s th e t i c s  i n v e n t s  a n d  c h e r i s h e s  t h e  “s p o n t a n e o u s  

i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e s ” o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y  

f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  r i t u a l i z e d  l i t e r a r y  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  s u c h  “s p o n ­

t a n e o u s ” s o c ia l  c o n c e r n s .

T h e  N e o - A s s y r i a n  a n d  M a r i  t e x t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r e s e n t  t h e  

lo c a l  p r o p h e t s  ( a p i lu m , m u h h u m , n a b u m , ra gg im u )  a s  t h o s e  

w h o  r e c e iv e  d i v i n e  m e s s a g e s  i n v o l u n t a r i l y :  t h e  m e s s a g e s  a r e  

n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  i n v e n t e d  o r  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  m u h h u m .  L e s t e r  

G r a b b e  s t a te s :  “W h e n  p r o p h e t s  s p e a k  o p e n l y  in  a  t e m p l e ,  

th i s  l o o k s  l ik e  s p o n t a n e o u s  s p i r i t  p o s s e s s io n :  t h e  s p i r i t  c o m e s  

u p o n  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  b e c o m e  a  m o u t h p i e c e  f o r  t h e  d e i ty .”56

O r  d o  th e y  b e l i e v e  th i s  is s o  a n d  n e e d  t h i s  b e l i e f  l i t e r a l ly  a s  

i t  s t a n d s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  “e c s ta t i c  t e s t i m o n y ” a n d  t h e  s u b s e ­

q u e n t  “ t h e a t r i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ” ? T h e  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  l a n g u a g e  

o f  th i s  s e e m i n g l y  s p o n t a n e o u s  p l a y  a m o u n t s  t o  a  s t r a t e g i c a l ly  

m a n a g e d  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  h e r m e n e u t i c  o f  

t h e  m y t h ,  a s  t h e  r e c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  t r a d i t i o n ,  o f  i ts  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r e m i s e s ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  h o p e s  a n d  d r e a m s .  

A s  a  r u le ,  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o s m i c  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  i ts  p e c u -

5 4 . A b r a h a m  M a l a m a t ,  M a r i a n d  th e B ib le , p p .  5 9 - 8 2 .  ( C h .  6 :  “ I n t u i t i v e  

P r o p h e c y  -  A  G e n e r a l  S u r v e y , ”  o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  in :  A .  M a l a m a t ,  M a r i  

a n d  t h e  E a r l y  I s r a e l i t e  E x p c r i c n c c ,  19 9 2 ,  p p .  7 9 - 8 6 ) .

5 5 .  I b i d . ,  p .  6 0 .

5 6 . L e s t e r  L .  G r a b b e ,  “A n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t e r n  P r o p h e c y  f r o m  a n  A n t h r o ­

p o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , ”  i n  Prop hecy  in  its A n cien t  N ea r  Ea stern  Con tex t:  M eso ­

p o ta m ia n , B ib lica l, a n d  A r a b ia n  Persp ect iv es, e d .  M a r t t i  N i s s i n c n  ( A t l a n t a :  

S o c i e t y  o f  B i b l i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  18 .
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l i a r i t ie s  a r e  in v o lv e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  “ it  is o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to  d i s t i n ­

g u i s h  b e t w e e n  a c tu a l  p r o p h e t i c  o r a c le s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  p r o p h e ­

c ie s  c r e a t e d  b y  s c r i b e s .”57 N o  w o n d e r  t h e  p r o p h e t s  th e m s e l v e s  

a rc  s o m e t i m e s  v ie w e d  a s  s c r i b e s  w h o s e  s p e e c h e s  o r  r e p o r t s  

a r e  n o t  p e r f o r m e d  in  p u b l i c  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  

“ r e v e l a t o r y  t h e a t r e ” a n d  o f  e p i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e .  

I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  a r e  c o m p o s e d  a s  o r a c u l a r  c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d  ro y a l  

i n s c r i p t i o n s . 58

In  t h e  M e s o p o t a m i a n  c i t y  o f  M a r i  ( e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b c )  

th e  m e d i a t o r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  h e a v e n l y  d i v i n e  a s s e m b l y  (p u h r u ) 

a n d  t h e  e a r t h l y  r o y a l  c o u r t  b e a r  t h e  t i t le s  o f  a p ilu m /a p il tu m  

( “a n s w e r e r s ” ) ,  m u h h u m /m u h h u tu m  ( “e c s t a t i c s ” ) ,  a ssin n u m  

( “ c u l t  s i n g e r s ” ) ,  a n d  n a b u m  ( “o n e s  c a l l e d ” ).  T h e  m e s s a g e s  

th e y  b r i n g  f r o m  t h e  g o d s  ( D a g a n ,  A d d u  o f  H a l a b ,  S h a m a s h ,  

M a r d u k ,  N e r g a l )  a n d  t h e  g o d d e s s e s  ( A n n u n i t u m ,  D i r i t u m ,  

H i s h a m e t u m ,  N i n h u r s g g a ,  I s h t a r )  a r e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  b y  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  p r o p h e t i c  m e s s a g e s  a r e  

s u b o r d i n a t e d  to  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  d iv i n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 59

A c c o r d in g l y ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t  c a n n o t  b e  t a k e n  

a s  a  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  t h e  v a l i d i t y  a n d  t r u t h  o f  t h e  p r o p h e c y  p r o ­

n o u n c e d ,  o r  “s h o u t e d ” ( ra g a m u ) ,  p r e s u m a b l y  in  a  s t a t e  o f  re a l  

o r  s o l e m n l y  f e i g n e d  f r e n z y .  B u t  a  p o s s e s s i o n  c u l t  p a r  excellence  

a n d  th e  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  p r o p h e c y  p e r t a i n  to  th e  

d o m a i n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  I s h ta r .  V an  d e r  T o o r n  w r i te s :

I s h ta r  w as  d e e m e d  c a p a b le  to  p r o d u c e ,  b y  w a y  o f  e c s ta sy , a 

m e ta m o rp h o s is  in  h e r  w o rs h ip e r s .  M e n  m ig h t  b e  tu r n e d  in to  

w o m e n , a n d  w o m e n  w e re  m a d e  to  b e h a v e  a s  m e n . . . .  T h e re  is

5 7 . Ib id .,  p .  2 5 .

5 8 . D a v i d  L .  P e t e r s e n ,  “ D e f i n i n g  P r o p h e c y  a n d  P r o p h e t i e  L i t e r a t u r e , ” 

in  Prop hecy  in  its A n cien t  N ea r  Ea stern  Con tex t:  M esop ota m ia n , B ib lica l, a n d  

Ara bian  Persp ectiv es, c d .  M a r t t i  N i s s i n e n  ( A t l a n t a :  S o c i e t y  o f  B i b l i c a l  

L i t e r a t u r e ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  4 2 .

5 9 . H e r b e r t  B .  H u f f m o n ,  “A  C o m p a n y  o f  P r o p h e t s :  M a r i ,  A s s y r i a ,  

I s r a e l , ”  in  Prop hecy  in  its A n cien t  N ea r  Ea stern  Con tex t : M esop ota m ia n , B ib lica l, 

a n d  A ra b ian  Persp ect iv es, c d .  M a r t t i  N i s s i n e n  ( A t l a n t a :  S o c i e t y  o f  B i b l i c a l  

L i t e r a t u r e ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  4 9 .
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e v id e n c e  th a t  a t  le a s t s o m e  o f  th e  N e o -A ssy r ia n  p ro p h e te s s e s  

w e re  in  re a l i ty  m e n , o r  r a th e r  s e lf -c a s tra te d  tra n s v e s t i te s .  T h e ir  

o u tw a r d  a p p e a r a n c e  w as  in te r p r e te d  a s  a  d is p la y  o f  I s h t a r ’s 

t r a n s f o r m in g  p o w e rs .  P o s se s se d  b y  th e  d iv in e ,  th e y  w e re  th e  

o b v io u s  p e r s o n s  to  b e c o m e  m o u th p ie c e s  o f  th e  g o d s .60

T h e i r  p r o p h e t i c  u t t e r a n c e s  w e r e  n o t  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s l o ­

g a n s  o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  sh ahadas, a s  t h e  m o d e r n  e s o te r i c  d r e a m e r  

w o u l d  t e n d  t o  i m a g i n e ,  b u t  t h e  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  a  d e i ty ,  r e v e a le d  

w h i le  s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  t e m p l e  b e f o r e  t h e  a n i m a t e d  h ie r a t i c  s t a t ­

u e .  I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g o d  a n  o r a c l e  is d e l i v e r e d  b y  

t h e  t e m p l e  s e r v a n t ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h e  d e i t y  ( D a g a n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e )  

o p e n s  t h e  m o u t h  o f  a n d  s p e a k s  f r o m  w i t h i n  h is  i m a g e .  V an  

d e r  T o o r n  c o m m e n t s  o n  th i s  r i t e  a s  fo l lo w s :

T h e  O ld  B a b y lo n ia n  g o d s  g r a n t  p r o p h e t ic  re v e la t io n s  o n ly  in  

th e  s a n c tu a ry .  D re a m s  m a y  o c c u r  a t  o th e r  p la c e s ,  b u t  p r o p h ­

ecy , p r o p e r ly  s p e a k in g ,  is c o n f in e d  to  th e  te m p le .  . . . W h e n  

a g o d  s p e a k s  d i r e c t ly  th r o u g h  th e  m o u th  o f  a  p r o p h e t ,  th e  

la t te r  u t te r s  th e  p r o p h e c y  firs t in  th e  te m p le .  T h e  p r o p h e t  

(apilum  o r  apiltum ) “ r is e s ” (itbi) o r  “s t a n d s ” (izziz) to  d e l iv e r  

th e  d iv in e  m e ssa g e  in  th e  te m p le .  T h e  e c s ta t ic  {m uhhum ), to o ,  

re c e iv e s  th e  re v e la t io n  in  a  s a n c tu a ry ;  th is  is th e  p la c e  w h e re  

h e  o r  s h e  g e ts  in to  a f re n z y  ( im m ahi, im m ahu), u t te r s  lo u d  

c r ie s  (shitassu) ,  a n d  g iv e s  th e  o ra c le . W h e n  a  p r o p h e t  d e liv e rs  

a n  o ra c le  o u ts id e  th e  s a n c tu a ry ,  a t  th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  ro y a l 

d e p u ty  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  h e  r e p e a ts  a n  o ra c le  re v e a le d  to  h im  in  

th e  s a n c tu a ry .  F o r th a t  r e a s o n  th e  p r o p h e t  p r e s e n ts  h im s e lf  

a s  a  m e s s e n g e r  o f  th e  g o d  (D N  ishpuranni): h e  t r a n s m its  th e  

m e s s a g e  ( tem um ), w h ic h  h e  re c e iv e s  a t  a n  e a r l ie r  s ta g e .61

6 0 . K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n ,  “ M e s o p o t a m i a n  P r o p h e c y  b e t w e e n  I m m a n c n c c  

a n d  T r a n s c c n d c n c c :  A  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  O l d  B a b y l o n i a n  a n d  N e o - A s s y r i a n  

P r o p h e c y , ”  i n  Prop hecy  in  its A n cien t  N ea r  Eastern  Con tex t:  M esop ota m ia n , 

B ib lica l, a n d  A r a b ia n  Persp ectiv es , c d .  M a r t t i  N i s s i n c n  ( A t l a n t a :  S o c i e t y  o f  

B i b l i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  7 9 .

6 1. Ib id .,  p .  8 0 .

28



Algis U zdavinys

T h is  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  “ h o u s e  o f  g o d ” is t h e  m o s t  s u i t a b l e  

p la c e  f o r  t h e s e  c o n t i n u i n g  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  a n d  t h e  

f o r t h c o m i n g  r e v e l a t io n s .  A n d  r e v e l a t i o n  i t s e l f  is to  a  c e r t a i n  

e x t e n t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  c u l t i c  p r o c e d u r e  in  t h e  “a u d i e n c e  h a l l ” 

o f  t h e  L o r d .  I t  is p e r f o r m e d  in  t h e  d iv i n e  p a l a c e  ( s in c e  t h e  

t e m p l e  is a  d e i t y ’s h o u s e h o l d  a n d  p a l a c e )  w h o s e  c e r e m o n i a l  

p a t t e r n s  f o l lo w  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  a n d  

o ff ic ia l  life o f  t h e  r o y a l ty  ( a l t h o u g h ,  m e t a p h y s i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

t h e  o p p o s i t e  is t r u e ) .

T h e r e f o r e ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c u l t i c  e t i q u e t t e ,  

t h e  p r o p h e t  is p o s i t i o n e d  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h ie r a t i c  s t a t u e  a s  t h e  

s e r v a n t  o r  h e r a l d  s t a n d s  b e f o r e  t h e  k in g .  H e  s t a n d s —o r  r a t h e r  

l ies  in  p r o s t r a t i o n —a n d  l i s t e n s .  T h e  M e s o p o t a m i a n  h ie r a t i c  

s t a t u e — t h a t  o f  t h e  e n t h r o n e d  d e i t y  in  fu l l  r e g a l ia ,  s e a t e d  in  

th e  h o l y  o f  h o l i e s —is n o t  a  r e l ig i o u s  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  a n  i c o n  i m ­

b u e d  w i t h  a  g o d ’s e s s e n t i a l  p o w e r s  a n d  e n d o w e d  w i t h  d i v i n e  

r a d ia n c e .  T h e  d i v i n e  f o r m  ( b u n n a n n u ) o r  i m a g e  (sa la m , sa lm u ) 

is n o t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  h u m a n  a r t i s t s ,  w h o s e  h a n d s  a r e  s y m ­

b o l i c a l ly  c u t  o f f  w i t h  a  t a m a r i s k  s w o r d ,  b u t  r i t u a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  

b y  t h e  g o d s  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  b o r n  in  a  s p e c i a l  w o r k s h o p ,  th e  

bit m u m m i . G2 Y et a  c le a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  is m a i n t a i n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

g o d  a n d  h i s  s t a t u e , 63 w h i c h  s e rv e s  a s  a  m e a n s  to  m a k e  t h e  d e ­

i ty  v i s i b le  o n  e a r t h .

I n  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  t e m p l e  c o m p l e x  f u n c t i o n s ,  m e t a ­

p h o r i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  l ik e  a  “ n u c l e a r  p o w e r  s t a t i o n ” t h a t  p r o ­

v id e s  a l l  m a t e r ia l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s u s t e n a n c e  f o r  t h e  s u r r o u n d ­

in g  l a n d  a n d  i ts  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  v ie w e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  a s  a  d e i t y ’s 

p r i v a t e  f ie f  a n d  v a s s a l s .  T h e  a n i m a t e d  i m a g e  is p r e s u m e d  a b l e  

to  p e r c e iv e  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  e a r t h l y  r e a lm ,  to  r e i g n  o v e r  

t h e  k i n g d o m ,  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  m e s s e n g e r s

6 2 .  V i c t o r  A v i g d o r  H u r o w i t z ,  The M esop otam ia n  God  Im age, From  W om b  

to Tom b, J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O r i e n t a l  S o c i e t y  12 3 , 1 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  p .  15 3 .

6 3 . M i c h a c l  B .  D i c k ,  “ P r o p h e t i e  P a r o d i e s  o f  M a k i n g  t h e  C u l t  I m a g e , ”  

in  Bor n  in  H ea v en , M a d e  on  Ea r th : The M a k in g  o f  th e Cu lt  Im a g e in  t he A n cien t  

N ea r  Ea s t , e d .  M i c h a c l  B .  D i c k  ( W i n o n a  L a k e ,  I N :  E i s e n b r a u n s ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  

3 3 ·
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( a p o s t l e s )  a n d  c o n s u m e  v ic tu a l s .  T h e  m o u t h  w a s h i n g  r i tu a l  

a c t i v a t e s  t h e  s t a t u e ’s n o e t i c  a n d  p e r c e p t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  a s  A n ­

g e l i k a  B e r l e j u n g  r e m a r k s :  “T h e  r i t u a l  t h u s  e n a b l e d  it to  b e ­

c o m e  t h e  p u r e  e p i p h a n y  o f  i ts  g o d  a n d  to  b e  a  f u l ly  i n t e r a c t ­

i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  p a r t n e r  f o r  t h e  k in g ,  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  

th e  f a i th f u l .”64

W h e n  t h e  p r o p h e t  s p e a k s  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  g o d  in  t h e  t e m ­

p le ,  h e  m a k e s  h i m s e l f  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  g o d  w h o s e  h o l y  

fa c e  h e  c o n t e m p l a t e s .  W h e n  h e  h a s  th i s  p r iv i l e g e ,  n e i t h e r  is 

t h e  s t a t u e ’s fa c e  v e i le d ,  n o r  t h e  s t a t u e  i t s e l f  h i d d e n  b e h i n d  

a  s c r e e n .65 I n  a  p a r a l l e l  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  d i v i n e  P y t h a g o r a s  u s e d  

t o  s p e a k  f r o m  b e h i n d  a  c u r t a i n ,  t h u s  i m i t a t i n g  t h e  o r a c u l a r  

s t a t u e .  I t  is, t h e r e f o r e ,  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  P y t h a g o r a s  “ i m i t a t e d  

t h e  O r p h i c  m o d e  o f  w r i t i n g ”66 a n d  h i s  d i s c i p le s  l o o k e d  u p o n  

a l l  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  a s  t h e  o r a c l e s  o f  G o d . 67

T h is  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  s t a t u e  ( v e i l e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e )  

is t h e  u l t i m a t e  p a r a d i g m  f o r  m y s t ic a l  l o n g i n g ,  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  

a n d  u n i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  l i t u r g ic a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

s o u n d ,  s m e l l  a n d  v i s io n .  T o  P l a t o ’s “ m a d n e s s ” c o r r e s p o n d s  

t h e  O r p h i c  “ f r e n z y ” ( oistros) ,  a s  P e t e r  K in g s le y  o b s e r v e s ; 68 

a n d ,  w e  m i g h t  a d d ,  to  t h e  O r p h i c  f r e n z y  c o r r e s p o n d s  t h e  

M e s o p o t a m i a n  p r o p h e t i c  m a d n e s s  ( e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  t r a n c e ,  

im m a h u ) ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  e c s ta s y  b e f o r e  t h e  sa lm u .

T h e  c u l t i c  s c e n a r i o  o f  p r o p h e t i c  f r e n z y  a p p a r e n t l y  e x p l a i n s  

w h y  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  o f  d i v i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e l a t e d  to  th i s  

s o u l - t r a n s f o r m i n g ,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  a n d  e l e v a t i n g  s t a n d i n g  in  th e

6 4 . A n g e l i k a  B e r l e j u n g ,  “ W a s h i n g  t h e  M o u t h :  T h e  C o n s e c r a t i o n  o f  D i ­

v i n e  I m a g e s  in  M e s o p o t a m i a , ”  i n  The Im a g e a n d  the Book : I con ic Cu lts, A n i-  

con ism , a n d  t h e R ise  o f  Book  R elig ion  in  Isra el a n d  t h e A n cien t  N ea r  Ea s t , c d .  

K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n  ( L e u v e n :  U i t g e v e r i j  P e c t c r s ,  19 9 7 ) ,  p .  7 2 .

6 5 . The Py tha gorean  Sou r cebook  a n d  Library : A n  An tholog y  o f  A n cien t  W rit ­

in gs W hich  R ela t e  to Py tha goras a n d  Py tha gorean  Ph ilosop h y , c o m p i l e d  a n d  

t r a n s l a t e d  b y  K e n n e t h  S y l v a n  G u t h r i e ,  c d .  D a v i d  R .  F i d c l c r  ( G r a n d  R a p ­

i d s :  P h a n e s  P r e s s ,  19 8 7 ) ,  p .  7 4  ( I a m b l i c h u s ,  Vit. Py th . 17 ) .

6 6 .  Ib id .,  p .  9 5  ( I a m b l i c h u s ,  Vit. Py th . 2 8 ) .

6 7 . Ib id .,  p .  14 5  ( D i o g e n e s  L a e r t i u s ,  The L ife o f  Py thagoras').

6 8 .  P e t e r  K i n g s l e y ,  A n cien t  Philosop hy , M y stery , a n d  M a g ic: Em p ed ocles  

a n d  Py tha g orea n  Tra d it ion  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  19 9 5 ) ,  p p .  2 6 1- 6 2 .
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p la c e  w h e r e  t h e  d i v i n e  p r e s e n c e  is m a n i f e s t e d .  F o r  I a m b l i ­

c h u s ,  t h e  S y r ia n  N e o p l a t o n i s t ,  d i v i n a t i o n  ( m a n tik e ) a n d  th e -  

u r g ic  a s c e n s i o n  (anagoge ) c o i n c i d e .  H e  a r g u e s :  “ O n l y  d iv i n e  

m a n t i c  p r e d i c t i o n  (h e th e ia  m a n tik e ) ,  th e r e f o r e ,  c o n j o i n e d  w i t h  

t h e  g o d s ,  t r u l y  i m p a r t s  t o  u s  a  s h a r e  in  d i v i n e  life , p a r t a k i n g  

a s  it d o e s  in  t h e  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  

g o d s ,  a n d  r e n d e r s  u s ,  in  t r u t h ,  d i v i n e ” (D e  m yster. 2 8 9 .3 - 5 ) .69

H e n c e ,  t h e  “e m p t i e d ” p r o p h e t  is t h e  t h e u r g i c  r e c e p t a c l e  

f i l led  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  l i g h t  a n d  life  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e e i n g  

a n d  s p e a k i n g  d e i ty .  T h is  re a l  o r  i m a g i n e d  t h e o p h a n y  i m p l ie s  

t h e  p r o p h e t ’s a n n i h i l a t i o n  ( in  t h e  s e n s e  o f  th e  S u f i  J a n a )  a n d  

G o d ’s e x a l t a t i o n .  A s  V a n  d e r  T o o r n  o b s e r v e s :

T h e re  is n o  ro o m  fo r  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  as  to  w h o  is s p e a k in g .  

T h a t  is w h y  w e  n e v e r  f in d , in  a n y  o f  th e  r e p o r t s  d e s c r ib in g  

a p r o p h e c y  d e l iv e re d  in  th e  te m p le ,  a  p h ra s e  id e n t i f y in g  th e  

d iv in e  s p e a k e r .  . . . T h e  o n ly  t im e  th e  p r o p h e t  f in d s  it n e c e s ­

s a ry  to  s a y  th a t  g o d  s o -a n d -s o  h a s  s e n t  h im  (D N  ishpuranni) 

is w h e n  th e  p r o p h e c y  is t r a n s m i t te d  to  s o m e o n e  o u ts id e  th e  

s a n c tu a r y .70

E v e n t u a l ly ,  t h e  N e o - A s s y r ia n  p r o p h e t s  t h e m s e l v e s  b e c a m e  

l ik e  i n t e r i o r i z e d  a n d  p o r t a b l e  s a n c t u a r i e s ,  a n d  n o t  b o u n d  to  

th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  d i v i n e  i m a g e  in  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b ­

l ish  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g o d s .  A l t h o u g h  i m a g e s  a n d  s t a t u e s  w e r e  

t h e i r  c u l t i c  r e c e p t a c l e s  a n d  s y m b o l i c  b o d i e s ,  t h e s e  g o d s  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e  p e r m a n e n t l y  r e s i d e d  in  h e a v e n ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

th e y  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  p r a i s e d  in w a r d ly ,  w i t h i n  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y -  

t e m p l e .  H e n c e ,  a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  g o d  o r  a  r e v e l a t io n  m a y  

o c c u r  o u t s i d e  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  I n  l a te  a n t i q u i t y ,  a  s i m i l a r  a t ­

t i t u d e  b e c a m e  p r o m i n e n t  a m o n g  t h e  N e o p l a t o n i s t s ,  n a m e ly ,

6 9 . Ia m b lich u s  D e  m y steriis, t r .  E m m a  C .  C l a r k e ,  J o h n  M .  D i l l o n  a n d  

J a c k s o n  P . H c r s h b c l l  ( A t l a n t a :  S o c i e t y  o f  B i b l i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  p .  3 4 7 .

7 0 . K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n ,  M esop ota m ia n  Prop hecy  betw een  Im m a n en ce a n d  

Tran scen d en ce: A Com p a r ison  0 /  O ld  B a by lon ia n  a n d  N eo-Assy r ia n  Prop hecy , p .  

8 2 .
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t h a t  “ t h e  p r o p h e t i c  s p i r i t  c a n n o t  b e  c o n f i n e d  to  o n e  p la c e  

o n ly ,  b u t  is p r e s e n t  in  t h e  w h o l e  c o s m o s  b e i n g  c o - e x t c n s i v e  

w i t h  G o d . ”71

H o w e v e r ,  s o m e t i m e s  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  “ p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m a d m e n ” c a n  r e c e iv e  s u c h  m e s s a g e s  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  c o m e  to  

th e  a id  o f  t h e  k i n g  to  w h o m  a ll  p r o p h e c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  e m ­

p i r e  p r e s u m a b l y  a r e  a d d r e s s e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n d i r e c t l y  c o n c e r n .  

T h e s e  p r o p h e c i e s  p r o m i s e  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  g o d s  a n d  

t h e i r  m i g h t y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  h e a v e n .  A s  V an  d e r  T o o r n  r e m a r k s :

W h e re a s  th e  O ld  B a b y lo n ia n  g o d s  s e c u re  th e  su c c e s s  o f  th e  

k in g  b y  th e i r  p re s e n c e  o n  e a r th ,  a s  a u x i l ia r ie s  o f  h is  a rm y , th e  

N e o -A ssy r ia n  d e i t ie s  in f lu e n c e  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  

m il i ta ry  c o n f l ic t  b y  a n  in te r v e n t io n  f ro m  h e a v e n . In  th e  O ld  

B a b y lo n ia n  p ro p h e c ie s ,  th e  b a t t l e  in  w h ic h  th e  g o d s  b e c o m e  

in v o lv e d  re m a in s  w ith in  th e  h u m a n  h o r iz o n ;  in  th e  N e o -A s ­

s y r ia n  te x ts ,  h o w e v e r , th e  b a t t l e  ta k e s  o n  c o s m ic  d im e n s io n s .72

V I I I

L e t  u s  t u r n  b r ie f l y  to  t h e  E g y p t i a n  p r i e s t l y  t i t l e s  a n d  t h e i r  

f u n c t i o n s .  I n  L a te  P e r i o d  E g y p t ,  it  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  o f  p u ­

r i ty  w e r e  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l a r g e ,  a n d  n o t  o n l y  

th e  s e r v i n g  p r i e s t s  a n d  a s c e t ic s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  R o m a n i z e d  

H e r m e t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  E g y p t  a s  t h e  tem p lu m  to tiu s  m u n d i—  

t h e  t e m p l e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d — is to  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  j u s t i f i e d .

C u l t i c  p u r i f i c a t i o n  is a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  e n t e r i n g  

t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  g o d  (h u t-n e te r ) ,  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  

d i v i n e  h o u s e h o l d  (p er-n e ter) ,  a n d  b e c o m i n g  t h e  g o d ’s p r o p h ­

e t — t h e  r o y a l  d e p u t y  a n d  “ d e i f i e d ” p e r f o r m e r  o f  s a c r a m e n t a l  

u n i o n .  I n  t h e  t e m p l e  l i t u r g y ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  d e i t y  is u t t e r e d

71 . P o l y m n i a  A t h a n a s s i a d i ,  “ P h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  O r a c l e s :  S h i f t s  o f  

A u t h o r i t y  i n  L a t e  P a g a n i s m , ”  By za n t ion : R ev u e in t er n a t ion a le des E tu d es  

by za n t in es , B r u x e l l e s ,  L X I I ,  19 9 2 ,  p .  5 8

7 2 . K a r e l  v a n  d e r  T o o r n ,  ib id .,  p .  8 4 .
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l o u d l y  a n d  t h e n  f o l lo w e d  b y  t h e  s e l f - p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  e n ­

t e r i n g  p r i e s t .

T h e  p u r i f i e d  p r i e s t s  p l a y  t h e  r o le  o f  b o t h  t h e  k i n g  a n d  th e  

g o d s  th e m s e l v e s ,  t h u s  t h e  t e m p l e  l i t u r g y  is t u r n e d  i n t o  a  t y p e  

o f  th e u r g y .  B u t  n e i t h e r  t h e  p r i e s t s  n o r  t h e  a n i m a t e d  c u l t  i m ­

a g e s  a r e  t h e  g o d s  a s  t h e y  a r e  in  t h e i r  t r a n s c e n d e n t  m e t a p h y s i ­

ca l  r e a lm .  R a th e r ,  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  v e h i c le s  f o r  t h e  d i v i n e  i r r a d i a ­

t io n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o n t e x t u a l  p r e s e n c e :  “ I n  t h e  t e m p l e  

l i t u r g y  t h e  s e l f - p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  m a i n l y  o f  a f f i r m a t i o n s  o f  

th e  t y p e  ‘I a m  t h e  g o d  s u c h  a n d  s u c h , ’ u s u a l l y  a  d iv i n e  i n t e r ­

m e d i a r y  s u c h  a s  T h o t ,  S h u ,  H o r u s ,  b u t  a l s o  Is is  a n d  N e p h t y s ,  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  p r e c e d e d  b y  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r i n g  

p r i e s t  is i n d e e d  p u r e . ”73

T h e  E g y p t i a n  p r i e s t s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  as h em u -n e ter , “s e r v ­

a n t s  o f  t h e  g o d ”, l ik e  t h e  s e r v a n t s  o f  h o u s e h o l d  s ta f f .74 A s  

R o n a l d  W i l l i a m s  r e m a r k s ,  t h e  t i t l e  h em u -n e te r  w a s  a p p l i e d  to  

a g r a d e  o f  t e m p l e  p r i e s t ,  a n d  w a s  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  G r e e k  t e r m  

prophetes , “ t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  w i l l ” .75 M o r e  e x a c t ly ,  

th e  h i g h e r  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  t e m p l e  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  

th e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  hem -n e ter  ( p r o p h e t )  a n d  uab  ( p r i e s t ,  t h e  p u r e  

o n e ) .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  t e r m  prophetes  d e n o t e d  a  c e r t a i n  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  l i t u r g ic a l  f u n c t i o n  a n d  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  

th e  h i g h e r  p r i e s t l y  c la s s  ( hiereis) ,  i t s e l f  d i v i d e d  i n t o  five s u b ­

c a te g o r i e s .

A c c o r d i n g  to  J o h n  G e e ,  d u r i n g  th e  d a i l y  t e m p l e  l i t u r g y  th e  

o f f ic ia n t  p r o n o u n c e s  t w o  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  id e n t i ty .  W h i le  t a k i n g  

t h e  i n c e n s e  b u r n e r ,  h e  say s :  “ I a m  a  p r i e s t  a n d  I a m  p u r e , ” a n d  

d u r i n g  t h e  r i t u a l  o f  “ u n d o i n g  t h e  w h i t e  c lo t h ”, h e  sa y s :  “ I a m

7 3 . R o b e r t  M e y e r ,  “ M a g i c a l  A s c c s i s  a n d  M o r a l  P u r i t y  i n  A n c i e n t  E g y p t , ”  

i n  Tran sform ation s o f  t h e In n er  S e lf  in  A n cien t  R elig ion s, c d .  J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  

G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  5 9 .

7 4 .  J a n  A s s m a n n ,  The Sea rch  f o r  Go d  in  A n cien t  Egy p t , t r . D a v i d  L o r t o n  

( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 1) ,  p .  2 9 .

7 5 .  R o n a l d  J .  W i l l i a m s ,  “ T h e  S a g e  in  E g y p t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e , ”  i n  "The Sa g e  

in  Isra el a n d  t he A n cien t  N ea r  East , c d .  J o h n  G .  G a m m i c  a n d  L e o  G .  P e r d u e  

( W in o n a  L a k e ,  I N :  E i s e n b r a u n s ,  19 9 0 ) ,  p .  2 6 .
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a  p r o p h e t ;  i t  is t h e  k i n g  w h o  h a s  c o m m a n d e d  m e  to  se e  th e  

g o d . ”76

T h e  t i t l e  h em -n e ter  is c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  in  G r e e k  a s  

p rop h etes , a n d  u ab  a s  hiereus. T h e  s t a t e m e n t s  in k  u ab  ( I  a m  a 

p r i e s t )  a n d  in k  h em -n e ter  ( I  a m  a  p r o p h e t )  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t w o  

m a i n  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  h ie r a r c h y .  A ll  p r i e s t s  b e l o n g e d  to  

t h e  u a b  c a t e g o r y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  “ p u r i f i e d  o n e s ”, b u t  

s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  o r  a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  p r o p h e t s — 

t h e  s p o k e s m e n  o f  t h e  g o d s .  A s  C h r i s t i a n e  Z i v i e - C o c h e  o b ­

s e rv e s :

T h e  c le rg y  o f  A m u n  h a d  a  “ firs t p r o p h e t ” w h o  w as  a t  th e  s u m ­

m it o f  th e  h ie ra rc h y , a s  w e ll a s  a s e c o n d ,  th i r d ,  a n d  f o u r th  

p r o p h e t ,  e a c h  th e  so le  h o ld e r  o f  h is  r a n k ,  a n d  th e n  a  m a ss  o f  

u n d if f e r e n t ia te d  p r o p h e ts .  In  p r in c ip le ,  o n ly  th e  f irs t p r o p h e t  

h a d  a c c e ss  to  th e  h o ly  o f  h o lie s ,  w h ile  th e  o th e r s ,  a c c o m p a ­

n ie d  b y  le c to r -p r ie s ts  o r  r i tu a l is ts ,  w h o s e  s p e c ia l ty  w as  r e a d ­

in g  th e  p a p y r u s  ro lls , s t o p p e d  a t  th e  h a ll  o f  o f f e r in g s .77

A ll p r i e s t s  w e r e  s i m p ly  o f f ic ia l ly  a p p o i n t e d  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  

t h e  p h a r a o h ,  o r  r a th e r ,  v e h ic l e s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  r e a c t i ­

v a t e d  h i s  d e l e g a t e d  p o w e r s ,  l ik e  t h e  s o - c a l le d  u shab ty  f ig u r e s  

w h i c h  e n a b l e d  t h e  d e c e a s e d  E g y p t i a n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  

o b l i g a t o r y  l i t u r g ic a l  w o r k  in  t h e  a f te r l i f e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  o t h e r ­

w is e  m i s s i n g  it. I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  p h a r a o h  is r e g a r d e d  a s  

v i r t u a l l y  t h e  s o le  a n d  o m n i p r e s e n t  P r i e s t  o f  t h e  s t a te .  H e  is 

t h e  c h i e f  M y s t a g o g u e  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  a n d  t h e  

s i n g u l a r  M y s t i c ,  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  ( in  p r i n c i p l e  o r  in  fa c t )  t h e  

r a d i a n t  fa c e  o f  h is  d iv i n e  P a t r o n - F a t h e r .  A n d  w h y ?  B e c a u s e  

t h e  p h a r a o h  s y m b o l i z e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  h u m a n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e :  

“T h e  k i n g  is t h e  s o le  t e r r e s t r i a l  b e i n g  q u a l i f i e d  to  c o m m u n i -

7 6 . J o h n  G e e ,  “ P r o p h e t s ,  I n i t i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  T e m p l e , ”  J o u r n a l  

o f  th e S o cie t y fo r  t he S tu d y  o f  Eg y p t ia n  A n t iq u it ies  3 1,  2 0 0 4 ,  p .  9 7 .

7 7 .  F r a n c o i s c  D u n a n d  a n d  C h r i s t i a n e  Z i v i e - C o c h e ,  God s a n d  M en  in  

Egy pt: 3 0 0 0  B C E  to 3 9 5  C £ ,  t r . D a v i d  L o r t o n  ( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p .  10 3 .
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c a te  w i t h  t h e  g o d s  b e c a u s e  . . . t h e  s a c r e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

c a n n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  a  g o d  a n d  a  m e r e ly  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  

b u t  o n l y  b e t w e e n  g o d  a n d  g o d . ”78

T h e  p h a r a o h ,  a s  t h e  t i t u l a r y  s o n  o f  R a ,  is a b l e  to  d e l e g a t e  

h is  p o w e r  o f  c u l t i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to  t h e  t e m p l e  s ta f f .  I n  

s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i v e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  t e le s t i c  

p e r f o r m a n c e  m u s t  b e  s y m b o l i c ,  s i n c e  “e v e r y t h i n g  in  th i s  s a ­

c r e d  g a m e  b e c o m e s  a  k i n d  o f  h i e r o g l y p h , ” a c c o r d i n g  to  J a n  

A s s m a n n :

It  is in the  ro le  o f  th e  k in g  th a t  th e  p r ies t  is ab le  to  a ssu m e  

th e  ro le  o f  a g o d .  H e  p lays  th e  g o d  b ecau se  a cu lt ic  spell is 

d iv ine  u tte ra n c e .  T h e  cu lt ic  scene , the re fo re , im p lies  th ree  lev ­

els o f  sy m b o liza t io n :  1) a p r ie s t  c o n f ro n t in g  a s ta tu e ;  2) the 

k in g  c o n f ro n t in g  a g o d ;  3) a g o d  (w h o se  ro le  is p lay ed  by 

th e  k in g  re p re se n ted  by  th e  p r ie s t)  co n v e rs in g  w ith  a n o th e r  

g o d .  . . . T his  t r ip a r t i te  sys tem  o f  re l ig ious  s y m b o l iz a t io n  is 

rem in iscen t  o f  G re e k  m yste ry  re lig ions  w h ich  a re  re p o r te d  to  

im p ly  the  sam e  th ree  k in d s  o f  sy m b o lic  exp ress io n :  1) drome- 

non (w h a t  is to  b e  d on e :  a c t io n ) ;  2) deiknum enon  (w h a t  is to  

be  sh ow n : re p re se n ta t io n ) ;  3) legomenon (w h a t  is to  b e  said: 

l a n g u a g e ) .79

T o  b e  i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  r o y a l  s e r v ic e  a n d  b e  o f f e r e d  t h e  s t a ­

t u s  o f  c u l t i c  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  s o n  o f  R a  m e a n s  to  a c q u i r e

7 8 . J a n  A s s m a n n ,  “ S e m i o s i s  a n d  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  A n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  

R i t u a l , ” i n  In terp reta t ion  in  R elig ion , e d .  S h l o m o  B i d c r m a n  a n d  B e n - A m i  

S c h a r f s t c i n  ( L e i d e n :  E . J .  B r i l l ,  19 9 2 ) ,  p .  9 2 .

7 9 . Ib id .,  p .  9 4 .  T h e  t r i p a r t i t e  s y s t e m ,  i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  c a s e ,  h a s  t h r e e  

m o d e s  o f  s y m b o l i c  e x p r e s s i o n :  1)  a n  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i e s t  o f f e r i n g  s o m e t h i n g ;  

2 )  p i c t o r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h a r a o h  b e f o r e  t h e  g o d  o n  t e m p l e  w a l l s  

a n d  in  r i t u a l  p a p y r i ;  3 )  l a n g u a g e  ( l i t u r g i c a l  f o r m u l a e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ) .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o j a n  A s s m a n n :  “ T h e  t e m p l e  r e l i c f s o f  t h e  L a t e  p e r i o d  r e f l e c t  a  fu l l -  

f l e d g e d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r i t u a l  e x e g e s i s ,  a  c u l t u r e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  . . . a p p l i e d  

n o t  t o  t e x t s — a s  in  t h e  m o r e - o r - le s s  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  A l e x a n d r i a n  a n d  

J e w i s h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n — b u t  t o  p i c t u r e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  c u l t u r e  

o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  s y m p t o m  o f  H e l l e n i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e ;  o n  t h e  

c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i s  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  in  t h e  E g y p t i a n  c u l t ”  ( ib id .,  p .  9 9 ) .
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t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  r a n k  o f  p r o p h e t  in  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  G r a e c o -  

E g y p t i a n  prophetes. O n l y  b y  b e i n g  i n i t i a t e d  a s  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  

g o d  (h em -n e ter ) c a n  o n e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  t e m p l e  a s  t h e  “ l i v i n g  

s e r v a n t  o f  R a ” (h em  a n k h  en ra )  in  o r d e r  to  se e  a l l  f o r m s  o f  th e  

g o d  a n d  a l l  s e c r e t  t h i n g s .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  i n i t i a t i o n  (bes) c o n s i s t s  in  s e e i n g  th e  

d e i ty ,  t h a t  is, in  g a z i n g  a t  t h e  i m a g e  (sekhem , tu t ) o f  th e  g o d .  

T h e  w a t c h e r  ( l ik e  t h e  P l a t o n i c  theoros) is to  b e  u n i t e d  w i t h  th e  

g o d ’s ba  ( m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  g o d l i k e  r a d i a n c e )  in  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  

c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  t r u t h  a n d  b e a u ty .

L ik e w is e  in  N e o p l a t o n i s m ,  t h e  d ia l e c t i c a l  a n d  te le s t i c  b e ­

c o m i n g  l ik e  t h e  d i v i n e  ( h o m o io d n ) l e a d s  to  u n i f i c a t i o n  (h e  ar- 

rhetos henosis)  w i t h  t h e  g o d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  h is  

a n i m a t e d  s t a t u e ,  f o r  t h e  t e l e s t i c  a r t  m a k e s  t h e  s t a t u e s  in  th e  

h e r e  b e l o w  (ta  tede  a g a lm a ta )  to  b e  l ik e  t h e  g o d s  b y  m e a n s  o f  

s y m b o l s  a n d  m y s t e r i o u s  t h e u r g i c  t o k e n s  ( d ia  tin o n  sum b o lo n  

ka i a po rrh e to n  su n th em a to n :  P r o c l u s ,  In  C ra t. 51 ,  p . 19, 1 2 f f ) .80

F o r  P r o c l u s ,  t h e  t r u e  d iv i n e  m a d n e s s  is to  b e  e q u a t e d  w i t h  

( o r  l o c a t e d  in )  t h e  “o n e  o f  t h e  s o u l ”, t h e  h e n a d i c  s u m m i t  o f  

o n e ’s p s y c h ic  a n d  n o e t i c  t o p o g r a p h y  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h i c h  t h e  

t h e u r g i s t  is u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  O n e . 81 T h r o u g h  t h e  d iv i n e  m a-  

n ia i— b e  it “ p r o p h e t i c  m a d n e s s  a c c o r d i n g  to  T r u t h ”, “e r o t i c  

m a d n e s s  a c c o r d i n g  to  B e a u t y ”, o r  “ p o e t i c a l  m a d n e s s  a c c o r d ­

i n g  to  d i v i n e  S y m m e t r y ” — t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ’s s o u l  is l i n k e d  to  

t h e  g o d s ,  a n d  “ th i s  f o r m  o f  life  is t h a t  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  m y s t ic a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  u n i f i c a t i o n . ”82

T h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  h o l y  o f  h o l i e s  in  t h e  E g y p t i a n  t e m p l e  

m a y  b e  e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  h up ero u ra n io s  topos  in  P l a t o ’s 

P h a ed ru s , t h o u g h  s t r i c t ly  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  d a r k  i n n e r  s a n c t u a r y  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s y m b o l i c  m o u n d  o f  n o e t i c  “c r e a t i o n ” in  t h e  

d a r k n e s s  o f  N u n .  T h e  “ p r o p h e t i c ” p a t h  l e a d i n g  to  l i t u r g ic  

a n d  t h e u r g i c  u n i f i c a t i o n  ( l a t e r  r o m a n t i c i z e d  a s  a  d e m o c r a t -

8 0 . R . M .  v a n  d e n  B e r g ,  Pr oclu s ' H y m n s: Essay s, Tran sla t ion s, Com m en ta ry  

( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  2 0 0 1) ,  p .  8 1.

8 1 .  Ib id .,  p .  6 3 .

8 2 .  Ib id .,  p .  116 .
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ic  a n d  p e r s o n a l  u n io  m ystica )  is c l o s e d  f o r  o r d i n a r y  m o r t a l s ,  

b u t  o p e n  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  p h a r a o h  a n d  h is  i n i t i a t e s — b o t h  th e  

v i n d i c a t e d  a n d  b le s s e d  d e a d  ( m a a  k h eru ) a n d  p u r i f i e d  l iv in g  

p r i e s t s ,  t h e  f o r m a l  c u l t i c  p r o t o t y p e s  o f  t h e  P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o ­

p h e r s  a n d  m y s t ic s .  L a n n y  B e ll  s t a te s :  “T h e  w o o d e n  d o o r s  o f  

t h e  s a n c t u a r y  s h r i n e ,  w h i c h  e n c l o s e d  t h e  d iv i n e  i m a g e ,  w e r e  

c a l l e d  t h e  ‘d o o r s  o f  h e a v e n ’. A t  t h e i r  o p e n i n g ,  r i t u a l  p a r t i c i ­

p a n t s  w e r e  p r o j e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  r e a lm  o f  t h e  d iv i n e . ”83 H e r e ,  in  

t h e  t e m p l e ’s “ i n t e r i o r ” (k h e n u ) ,  a l l  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  

bau  t h a t  a n i m a t e s  t h e  h ie r a t i c  s t a t u e s ,  re l ie f s  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  

t e m p l e  is c o n c e n t r a t e d .

S o m e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s c h o l a r s  m a y  b e  w r o n g  in  i m a g ­

i n i n g  t h e  p r o p h e t  ( f i r s t  o f  a ll ,  t h e  J e w i s h  p o l i t i c a l  m o r a l i s t  

a n d  i n s p i r e d  d e m a g o g u e )  a s  “a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  a  

r e l ig i o u s  g e n i u s ”,84 t h a t  is , a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h o  

h a s  m i r a c u l o u s  i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n ­

c i e n t  “ p r o p h e t h o o d ” is m o r e  l ik e  a  j o b  a p p o i n t m e n t —e i t h e r  

b y  t h e  k i n g ,  o r  b y  t h e  p a t r o n  d e i t y — f o r  t h e  o ff ic ia l  t e m p l e  

r i t u a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  t h e  ro y a l  c o u r t  s e r v ic e .  B e  t h a t  a s  it 

m a y ,  t h e  p r o p h e t  ( a l t h o u g h  de j u r e  o n l y  a  h u m b l e  s e r v a n t )  

h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  ( o r  r a th e r ,  a  j o b  r e q u i r e m e n t )  to  v is i t  t h e  

d iv i n e  h o u s e  a n d  se e  i ts  a m a z i n g  b e a u t i e s ,  o r  e v e n  e n c o u n t e r  

a n d  g l i m p s e  t h e  fa c e  o f  t h e  g o d  h im s e l f .

I X

J u s t  a s  t h e  a n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t e r n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  “ p r o p h e c y ” 

a n d  “p r o p h e t h o o d ” ( o f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  s o ­

c io - p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  l i t e r a r y  g e n r e s  a n d  so -  

t e r i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s )  m a y  m e a n  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  in  d if-

8 3 . L a n n y  B e l l  The N ew  Kin g d om  “D iv in e ’’ Tem ple: The E x a m p le  o f  L u x or , 

T e m p le s  o f  A n c i e n t  E g y p t ,  c d .  B y r o n  E .  S h a f e r  ( L o n d o n :  I . B .  T a u r i s ,  

2 0 0 5 ) .  P - 1 3 4 -

8 4 . F r i t z  S t o l z ,  “ D i m e n s i o n s  a n d  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o f  P u r i f i c a t i o n  I d e a s , ”  

i n  Tran sform ation s o f  t h e In n er  S e lf  in  A n cien t  R elig ion s , c d .  J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  

G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  2 15 .
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f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s ,  s o  O r p h e u s  m a y  b e  “a ll  t h i n g s  t o  a ll  m e n ”, 

a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i s o r i e n t i n g  a s s e r t i o n  m a d e  b y  

M .L .  W e s t ,  f o r  w h o m  t h e r e  is o n l y  O r p h i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  n o t  O r -  

p h i s m  o r  t h e  O r p h i c s . 85 S t a n d i n g  a s  a  g r e a t  a c a d e m i c  s h a ­

m a n  o f  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  m o d e r n  W e s t e r n  i n a n i t y  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  

O r p h i c  bakcheia , W e s t  c a n  s p e a k  o n l y  a b o u t  “ t h e  f a s h i o n  fo r  

c l a i m i n g  O r p h e u s  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t y ”, s i n c e  “ t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  O r -  

p h i s m  is t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  f a s h i o n .”86

A l t h o u g h  a  f ig u r e  o f  m y t h  a n d  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  n a m e  f o r  m e t ­

a p h y s i c a l  a uc torita s  in  t e le s t i c  a n d  e s o te r i c  m a t t e r s ,  O r p h e u s  

n o n e t h e l e s s  a p p e a r s  a s  a  p r o p h e t  a n d  m y s t a g o g u e ,  p r e s u m ­

a b l y  t h e  “ f i r s t” t o  r e v e a l  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  a n d  

r i t u a l s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  ( te le ta i) .  S in c e  O r p h i s m  is a n  a s c e t i c  a n d  

t e le s t i c  w a y  o f  l ife ,  W .K .C .  G u t h r i e  s u r m i s e s  t h a t  O r p h e u s  

d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  n e w  a n d  e n t i r e l y  d i s t i n c t  s p e c i e s  o f  r e l ig i o n  to  

o f fe r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a n  e s o te r i c  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  m y t h o l o g i e s ,  a  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  D io n y s i a e  e n e r g y  

in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  A p o l l o n i a n  s a n i ty :  “T h o s e  w h o  f o u n d  it 

c o n g e n i a l  m i g h t  t a k e  h i m  f o r  t h e i r  p r o p h e t ,  l iv e  t h e  O r p h i c  

life  a n d  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  O r p h i c s . ”87

F a m o u s  f o r  h is  c h a r m s  a n d  i n c a n t a t i o n s  {p h a rm a ka , epo- 

d a i) ,  O r p h e u s  a p p e a r s  in  c o u n t l e s s  l e g e n d a r y  s t o r ie s  a s  th e  

s o n  o f  t h e  s o l a r  A p o l l o  a n d  t h e  m u s e  C a l l i o p e  o r  a s  a  d e v o t e d  

w o r s h i p p e r  o f  A p o l l o .  A c c o r d in g l y ,  O r p h e u s  m a k e s  H e l i o s  

t h e  s a m e  a s  A p o l l o  a n d  D io n y s u s ,  t h o u g h  a s  a  g i v e r  o f  o r ­

a c le s  a n d  a  p r o p h e t  h e  a lw a y s  w a s  “ c o m p a n i o n  o f  A p o l l o ” 

(A po llonos h e ta iro n ) .m S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  D i o n y s u s  s e n t  t h e  M a e ­

n a d s  a g a i n s t  h im  a n d  h e  w a s  t o r n  to  p ie c e s  l ik e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  

O s i r i s .

8 5 . M . L .  W e s t ,  The Or p h ic Poem s  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  19 8 3 ) ,  p .  2 .

8 6 . Ib id .,  p .  3 .

8 7 . W . K . C .  G u t h r i e ,  Orp h eu s a n d  Greek  R elig ion :  A  S tu d y  o f  th e Or p h ic 

M ov em en t , w i t h  a  n e w  F o r e w o r d  b y  L a r r y J .  A l d e r i n k ,  ( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 9 3 ) ,  p .  9 .

8 8 . Ib id .,  p .  4 2 .
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I n  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  n e e d s  t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  

th e  “ m u c h - l a b o r e d  c o n t r a s t ” b e t w e e n  D io n y s i a n  a n d  A p o l ­

l o n i a n  d i m e n s i o n s  in  a n c i e n t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c u l t u r e  “ b e l o n g s  

t o  G e r m a n  s p e c u l a t i o n ”, a s  A . I I. A r m s t r o n g  r i g h t l y  o b s e r v e s ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  to  t h e  a c t u a l  r e a lm  o f  H e l l e n i c  p ie t y .89

T h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  “e c s t a s y ” m a y  b e  s o b e r  a n d  p a s s io n le s s ,  

a n d  th e  u t m o s t  “ m a d n e s s ” l ik e  a  s u p r a - n o e t i c  m e t a p h y s i c a l  

s i l e n c e .  I n  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e ,  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  a n d  p o e t i c  f r e n z y  

s o m e w h a t  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  e p i s t e m i c  a n d  h e r m e n e u t i c  i l l u m i ­

n a t i o n  m e d i a t e d  b y  t h e  h o l y  l i g h t  o f  m y t h s  a n d  s y m b o l s .  

T h e s e  m y t h s —O r p h i c ,  H e s i o d i c  a n d  H o m e r i c — m a y  c a u s e  a  

s t a te  o f  B a c c h ic  e c s t a s y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  t h e u r g i c a l  q u a l i t y .90 

T h e r e f o r e ,  P r o c l u s  p r a y s  to  t h e  M u s e s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b r i n g  

h im  to  e c s ta s y  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o e r i c  m y t h s  o f  t h e  s a g e s  (noerois  

m e sophon bakcheusa te  m utho is: H y m n s  3 .1 1 ) .  A n d  h e  t u r n s  to  

A t h e n a ,  t h e  s o b e r  p a t r o n e s s  o f  P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h y ,  s a y in g :  

“G iv e  m y  s o u l  h o l y  l i g h t  f r o m  y o u r  s a c r e d  m y t h s  a n d  w i s d o m  

a n d  l o r e ” (H y m n s  7 .3 3 f ) . 91

A s t h e  p a r a d i g m a t i c  ly r e  p l a y e r  a n d  l i t u r g ic a l  s i n g e r ,  O r ­

p h e u s  w a s  a l s o  a  theologos a n d  theourgos o f  s o r t s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  

s o m e  v e r s i o n s  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  O r p h e u s  w a s  a  v ic t im  o f  a  t h u n ­

d e r b o l t  f r o m  Z e u s ,  s in c e ,  in  a  s i m i l a r  w a y  a s  P r o m e t h e u s ,  h e  

t a u g h t  m e n  t h i n g s  u n k n o w n  to  t h e m  b e f o r e ,  e x p o u n d i n g  t h e  

m y s te r ie s  o f  t h e  s o u l ’s d e s c e n t  a n d  a s c e n t .

T h e  ly re  a n d  t h e  d e c a p i t a t e d  h e a d  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e d  O r ­

p h e u s  w e r e  t h r o w n  i n t o  a  r i v e r  a n d  f lo a t e d  a c r o s s  to  t h e  i s l a n d  

o f  L e s b o s .  T h e  t e m p l e  o f  B a k c h u s  ( t h e  O r p h i c  D io n y s u s )  w a s  

b u i l t  a t  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  s i n g i n g  a n d  p r o p h e s y i n g  h e a d  o f  

O r p h e u s  w a s  b u r i e d .  T h e  m i r a c u l o u s  ly re  h a d  b e e n  d e d i c a t e d  

a t  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  A p o l l o ,  a n d  t h e  s i n g i n g  h e a d  b e c a m e  f a m o u s  

a s  a  g iv e r  o f  o r a c le s  a n d  p r o p h e c i e s . 92

8 9 . Λ . Ι  I .  A r m s t r o n g ,  The A n cien t  a n d  Con t in u in g  Piet ies o f  t h e  Greek  W orld , 

p .  8 7 .

9 0 . R . M .  v a n  d e n  B e r g ,  Pr o clu s 'H y m n s ,  p .  10 1.

9 1 . Ib id .,  p .  10 0 .

9 2 . W . K . C .  G u t h r i e ,  Orp heu s a n d  Greek  R elig ion , p .  3 5 .

39



O rpheus a n d  the R oots o f  P latonism

A n d  s o ,  is O r p h e u s  a  “p r o p h e t ” in  t h e  t r iv ia l  s e n s e  o f  a  p e r ­

s o n  ( o r  a  s y m b o l )  w h o  f o r e te l l s  t h e  f u t u r e ,  o r  in  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  in  c o v e n a n t s  a n d  

t r e a t i e s  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y  e n t e r p r i s e s ?  I n  b o t h  

c a s e s ,  p r o p h e c y  is a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i v i n a t i o n  w h o s e  

f u n d a m e n t a l  c o s m o l o g i c a l  p r e m i s e s  a n d  lo g ic  a r e  b a s e d  o n  

t h e  a n c i e n t  i d e o l o g y  o f  N e a r  E a s t e r n  r o y a l ty .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

p r o p h e c y  is a  f o r m  o f  d i v i n a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  d r e a m s  a n d  v i ­

s i o n s ,  a s  N is s in e n  in d ic a te s :  “ I n  t h e  a n c i e n t  N e a r  E a s t . .  . t h e  

p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  a l l  d i v i n a t i o n  w a s  . . . t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  

t h e  i d e n t i t y ,  c a p a c i t y  a n d  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  r u l e r  a n d  t h e  j u s ­

t i f i c a t io n  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  h i s  . . . p o w e r ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o m ­

m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  r u l e r  a n d  t h e  g o d ( s ) . ”93

N is s in e n  a r g u e s  t h a t  a n y  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p r o p h e c y  ( n o t  j u s t  

in  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  c a s e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  m a n i f e s to s  a n d  f i c t io n s )  is 

a  s c h o l a r l y  c o n s t r u c t . 94 A n d  a  w r i t t e n  p r o p h e c y  is a lw a y s  a 

s c r i b e d  c o n s t r u c t .  T h e  v e r y  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g  a b l e  

t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  a n i m a t e d  a n d  s p e a k i n g  d i ­

v in e  s t a t u e  o r  a s  a n  a u t o n o m o u s  m o u t h p i e c e  o f  t h e  d e i t y  is 

t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c io - h i s to r i c a l  f o r m s  a n d  v e r s i o n s  

o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  p a t r o n s h i p .  N i s s in e n  w r i te s :

A c c o rd in g  to  L id d e l a n d  S c o t t ’s G re e k -E n g l is h  L e x ic o n , 

propheleia is e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  “g if t  o f  in te r p r e t in g  th e  w ill o f  

g o d s ” a n d  propheteuo  to  b e in g  a n  “ in te r p r e te r  o f  th e  g o d s ”, 

w h e re a s  prophetes is “o n e  w h o  s p e a k s  fo r  a G o d  a n d  in te r p r e ts  

h is  w ill to  m a n ”, o r , g e n e ra lly , a n  “ i n t e r p r e t e r " . . . .  I f  th e  w o rd  

“p r o p h e c y ”, th e n ,  c a n  b e  a g re e d  to  d e n o te  p r im a r i ly  th e  a c tiv ­

i ty  o f  t r a n s m i t t in g  a n d  in t e r p r e t in g  th e  d iv in e  w ill, it c a n  b e  

u se d  as  a  g e n e ra l  c o n c e p t  o f  re la te d  a c tiv it ie s  in  th e  a n c ie n t

9 3 . M a r t t i  N i s s i n e n ,  “ W h a t  is  P r o p h e c y ?  A n  A n c i c n t  N e a r  E a s t e r n  

P e r s p e c t i v e , ”  i n  In sp ired  Sp eech : Prop hecy  in  t h e  A n cien t  N ea r  East: Essay s in  

H on or  o f  H erber t  B. H u f fm on , c d .  J o h n  K a l t n c r  a n d  L o u i s  S t u l m a n  ( N e w  

Y o r k :  C o n t i n u u m ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p .  2 1.

9 4 . I b id .,  p .  2 5 .
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a n d  th e  m o d e r n  w o r ld s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  i ts  b ib l ic a l  ro o ts

a n d  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l ia t io n s .95

X

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  H e l l e n i c  t r a d i t i o n ,  P y t h a g o r a s  p u b l i s h e d  

h is  w r i t i n g s  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  O r p h e u s .  M o r e o v e r ,  l ik e  t h e  O r ­

p h i c  i n i t i a te ,  P y t h a g o r a s  h a s  d e s c e n d e d  to  H a d e s  a n d  r e ­

t u r n e d ,  c o m i n g  b a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  D e l p h i c  s a n c t u a r y .  T h e r e ­

fo re  K in g s le y  s u r m i s e s  t h a t  O r p h e u s ,  a s  t h e  i n s p i r e d  m y s ta -  

g o g u e ,  “w o u l d  s e e m  o r i g i n a l l y  to  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p o w e r  to  f e tc h  

th e  d e a d  b a c k  t o  l i f e ”,96 o r  r a t h e r ,  to  l e a d  t h e  d e a d  ( m e a n i n g  

th e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n i t i a t e s )  “ i n t o  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  n o e t i c  life  o f  

A t u m - R a ”, o r  e v e n  to  “ t h e  p r i m e v a l  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  

d u a l i t y ” .97 T h is  is a  s t a te  w h e r e  A t u m ,  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  tw o  

eyes  ( l ik e  t h e  p a r a d i g m a t i c  P y t h a g o r e a n  d y a d ) ,  is o n e - e y e d .  

B u t  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  r e l ig i o u s  a n d  m o r a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  G r e e k s  

p r e s u m a b l y  s u p p r e s s e d  O r p h e u s ’ in i t i a l  s u c c e s s  a n d  t u r n e d  

it i n t o  fa i lu r e .

L ik e w ise ,  t h e  (elle tu ) I s h t a r ,  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h e  O r p h i c  

P e r s e p h o n e ,  e le v a te s  t h e  s o u l  a n d  r e i n t e g r a t e s  i t  i n t o  t h e  “ P y ­

t h a g o r e a n ” d e c a d  o f  t h e  A s s y r ia n  s a c r e d  t r e e .  T h is  r e i n t e g r a ­

t io n  is a n a l o g o u s  to  t h e  baqa  o f  t h e  S u f i s .  B e i n g  t h e  i m a g e  o f  

G o d  ( l ik e  t h e  m a c r o c o s m i c  f u l ln e s s  o f  t h e  n o e t i c  c o s m o s ,  t h e  

c o l le c t iv e  o f  d e m i u r g i c  a r c h e t y p e s )  a n d  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  p e r ­

fec t  m a n  ( etlu  g itm a lu ,  t h e  m i c r o c o s m i c  f u l ln e s s  o f  t h e  k in g -  

i n i t i a t e - p h i l o s o p h e r  a s  a  s o n  o f  G o d ) ,  i t  is t h e  n o e t i c  c o n s t e l ­

l a t io n  o f  d iv i n e  a t t r i b u t e s .  T h e  d e s c e n t  a n d  a s c e n t  o f  I s h t a r

95. Ib id .,  p p .  19  &  2 0 .

9 6 . P e t e r  K i n g s l e y ,  A n cien t  Philosop hy , M y stery , a n d  M a g ic: Em p ed ocles  

a n d  Py tha gorean  Tr a d it ion , p .  2 2 6 .

9 7 . H .  t e  V e l d e ,  “ R e l a t i o n s  a n d  C o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  E g y p t i a n  G o d s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  D i v i n e  E n n e a d  o f  H e l i o p o l i s , ”  i n  Struggles o f  Gods: Pa p ers  

o f  th e Gron in g en  W ork Gr ou p  f o r  th e S tu d y  o f  th e H istory  o f  R elig ion s, c d .  H . G .  

K i p p e n b e r g  in  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  H . J .W .  D r i jv c r s  a n d  Y.  K u i p e r  ( B e r l i n :  

M o u t o n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  19 8 4 ) ,  p .  2 5 0 .
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h a d  o u t l i n e d  t h e  w a y  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  d e p i c t e d  in  t e r m s  o f  th e  

b o d y - l i k e  r o y a l  t r e e  a n d  t h e  s e v e n - s t e p p e d  z i g g u r a t  t o w e r .98 

A n d  t h e  “ n u m e r i c a l ” s a c r e d  t r e e  o f  I s h t a r  i t s e l f  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  

a s  a  g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  d iv i n e  c o u n c i l  ( i la n i 

ra b u ti)  a n d  “c o s m i c  m a n ” a s  “ t h e  h u m a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  th e  

a l m i g h t y  G o d ,  A s h u r ” .99

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r i t u a l i z e d  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a r c h e t y p a l  a u c ­

to rita s , t h e  e a r ly  P y t h a g o r e a n s  u s e d  t o  a t t r i b u t e  to  t h e  p r o p h ­

e t  O r p h e u s  t h e i r  o w n  w o r k s  o n  t h e  s o u l ’s soteria  ( s a l v a t i o n ) ,  

f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  f ig u r e  a n d  fa te  o f  P e r s e p h o n e ,  a n a l o g o u s  to  

t h e  B a b y l o n i a n  a n d  A s s y r ia n  I s h t a r .  A n d  P l a t o  a l l e g e d l y  

p a r a p h r a s e d  O r p h e u s  a n d  t h e  O r p h i c  l i t e r a t u r e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  O l y m p i o d o r u s ’ r e m a r k :  p a n ta c h o u  g a r  ho  P la ton  

p a ro id e i ta  O rpheos , “ P l a t o  p a r a p h r a s e s  O r p h e u s  e v e r y w h e r e ” 

( I n P h a e d . 1 0 .3 .1 3 ) .  I n  th i s  r e s p e c t ,  P l a t o  s i m p l y  r e s h a p e s  a n d  

r a t io n a l i z e s  t h e  m y t h i c a l  a n d  r e l ig i o u s  i d e a s  o f  e s o te r i c  O r -  

p h i s m  a n d  i ts  B a c c h ic  m y s t e r i e s  o f  D io n y s u s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  P r o ­

c lu s  is n o t  s o  m u c h  e x a g g e r a t i n g  w h e n  h e  c la im s  t h a t  P l a t o  

r e c e iv e d  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  d iv i n e  m a t t e r s  f r o m  P y t h a g o r e a n  

a n d  O r p h i c  w r i t i n g s :  ek te  ton  P u thagoreion  k a i to n  O rph ikon  

g ra m m a to n  (P la t.T h eo l. 1 .5 ; In  T im . I I I . 1 6 0 .1 7 - 1 6 1 .6 ) .100

L ik e  O r p h e u s ,  P l a t o ’s S o c r a t e s  is a  s e r v a n t  o f  A p o l l o ,  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  m u s i c  is p h i l o s o p h y .  H e n c e ,  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  t a l k  is a n a l o g o u s  to  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  s o n g  o f  O r p h e u s  

o r  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  h y m n  o f  “A p o l l o ’s p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s w a n  w h o  

s i n g s  t h a t  th i s  life  is a  p r e l u d e  to  a  d i s i n c a r n a t e  a f t e r l i f e ” . 101

T h e  O r p h i c  m y t h  ( o r  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  P l a t o n i c  m y t h )  

c a n  s e r v e  u s  i f  w e  o b e y  it ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u p p e r  r o a d ,  a n d  i f  

w e  r e g a r d  i t  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  p r e s e n t  b e h a v i o u r  in  a c c o r d a n c e

9 8 . S i m o  P a r p o l a ,  Assy r ian  Pr op h ecies , p .  X C V .

9 9 .  S i m o  P a r p o l a ,  “ M o n o t h e i s m  in  A n c i e n t  A s s y r i a , ”  i n  On e Go d  or  

M a n y ? Con cep ts o f  D iv in it y  in  t he A n cien t  W or ld , c d .  B a r b a r a  N c v l i n g  P o r t e r  

( C h e b e a g u c ,  M E :  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C a s c o  B a y  A s s y r i o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  

2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  19 0 .

10 0 . P e t e r  K i n g s l e y ,  ib id ., p .  131.

10 1. K a t h r y n  A .  M o r g a n ,  M y th  a n d  Ph ilosop h y  fr o m  th e Presocra tics to Pla to  

( C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  19 6 .

42



Algis U zdaviriys

w ith  t h e  r e v e a le d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  a f te r l i f e .  T h is  k n o w l e d g e  

is a b o u t  t h e  s o u l ’s j u d g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  v e r y  d e p t h s  o f  D u a t ,  

t h e  O s i r i a n  n e t h e r w o r l d ,  w h e r e  R a  a n d  O s i r i s  u n i t e  a t  th e  

d e e p e s t  p o i n t  in  t h e  n o c t u r n a l  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s o la r  

b a r q u e .  T h o t h  is s e a t e d  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b a r q u e ,  a t t e n d i n g  to  

th e  E y e  o f  H o r u s  a n d  h e a l i n g  it. A n d  t h e  s o l a r  b a r q u e  i t s e l f  

is t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  h o l y  s e r p e n t  “w h o s e  f ie ry  b r e a t h  p ie r c e s  

a  p a t h w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  i m p e n e t r a b l e  g l o o m ” .102 

A s K a t h r y n  M o r g a n  r e la te s :  “T h e  m y t h  te a c h e s  u s  t h a t  w e  

m u s t  t r y  to  r e t a i n  a s  m u c h  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  b e y o n d  a s  

p o s s ib l e . ” 103

A c c o r d in g l y ,  P y t h a g o r a s  w o r s h i p s  A p o l l o - H e l i o s  ( t h e  S u n  

as  a n  i c o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  I n t e l l e c t )  b e c a u s e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a c ­

q u i r e d  in  t h e  d a r k  O s i r i a n  u n d e r w o r l d .  P y t h a g o r a s  e m e r g e d  

f r o m  P e r s e p h o n e ’s r e a lm  a s  a n  i m m o r t a l i z e d  h i e r o p h a n t  o f  

O r p h e u s ,  th e  r e v e a l e r  o f  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  “ h o l y  s a c r a m e n t s ” . 

I n  s u m ,  h e  is l ik e  D i o n y s u s  r e s t o r e d  a n d  O s i r i s  u n i t e d  w i t h  

R a  in  t h e  n e t h e r w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  t r u e  p h i l o s o p h e r  ( a n d  t h e  

E g y p t i a n  ro y a l  i n i t i a t e )  is t h e  “d e c e a s e d ” w h o  “s e e s  t h e  g o d  

a n d  k n o w s  h is  s e c r e t ” . 104 H e  is “ d e a d ” t o  t h e  i l l u s o r y  w o r l d  

o f  i m p e r m a n e n c e ,  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  i g n o r a n c e .  H e n c e ,  t h e  O r -  

p h i c o - P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h e r  c o n t e m p l a t e s  t h e  e t e r n a l  I d e a s  

a n d  is h i m s e l f  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  g o d s .  A s  E r i k  H o r n u n g  o b ­

se rv e s :

H a v in g  b e c o m e  a  g o d ,  th e  d e c e a s e d  re s id e s  w h e re  th e  g o d s  

re s id e  a n d  m a y  e n c o u n te r  th e m  face  to  face . W h ile  s ti l l  o n  

e a r th  th e  g o d s  a re  a p p r o a c h e d  o n ly  in d ire c t ly , t h r o u g h  im ­

a g e s  a n d  s y m b o ls .  O n e  s u c h  s y m b o l is th e  s u n ,  b u t  o n ly  in

10 2 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  The A n cien t  Eg y p t ia n  Book s o f  th e A ßer life, t r .  D a v i d  

o r t o n  ( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p p .  3 6 - 3 7 .

1 0 3 . K a t h r y n  A .  M o r g a n ,  ib id ., p .  2 0 9 .

10 4 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  Id ea  in to Im age: Essay s on  A n cien t  Eg y p t ia n  Thou ght, t r . 

E l i z a b e t h  B r c d c c k  ( N e w  Y o r k :  T i m k e n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  19 9 2 ) ,  p .  112 .
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th e  d e p th s  o f  th e  u n d e r w o r ld  c a n  h u m a n s  a c tu a l ly  m e e t th e  

s u n  in  p e r s o n .105

X I

I n  c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c c o u n t s ,  O r p h e u s  is d e p i c t e d  a s  t h e  

g r a n d s o n  o f  t h e  k i n g  C h a r o p s ,  to  w h o m  D i o n y s u s —w h e n  i n ­

v a d i n g  E u r o p e  f r o m  A s i a —h a s  g iv e n  t h e  k i n g d o m  a n d  h a s  

t a u g h t  t h e  m y s t ic  r i t e s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  l a t e r  m y s t e r ­

ies  o f  E le u s i s .  O r p h e u s  h i m s e l f  a l m o s t  m e r g e d  w i t h  t h e  ly re-  

p l a y i n g  g o d  A p o l l o ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  c h a r m  

a ll  n a t u r e  a n d  t a m e  t h e  w i l d e s t  o f  b e a s t s  w i t h  h i s  p l a y i n g  

a n d  s i n g i n g — h is  “s a c r e d  i n c a n t a t i o n s ” (h ieron  epa o id o n)  a n d  

p r a y e r s  (e u c h a i) .  B i r d s  a n d  a n i m a l s  c a m e  t o  h e a r  O r p h e u s ’ 

m u s i c ,  a n d  e v e n  t r e e s  w e r e  c a lm e d .

O n e  s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  d a n c i n g  a n d  f lu te  o r  ly r e  m u ­

s ic  w e r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t s  o f  th e  sa c r i f i c ia l  c u l t  o f  A p o l l o ,  a n d  

t h e s e  A p o l l o n i a n  m u s i c a l  r i t u a l s  h e l d  a  p r i v i l e g e d  p l a c e  in  

a n c i e n t  H e l l e n i c  r e l ig io n .  A c c o r d i n g  to  J o h a n n e s  Q u a s t e n :

O r p h e u s  w as  c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  a n c ie n t  w o r ld  to  b e  th e  r e p ­

r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  c u l t ic  m u s ic . . . . M u s ic  h a d  th e  s a m e  c h a r ­

a c te r  o f  e p ic le s is .  I t  w as  s u p p o s e d  to  “c a ll d o w n ” th e  g o o d  

g o d s  . . . b e c a u s e  s o n g  a n d  m u s ic  in c re a s e d  th e  e ffic a cy  o f  

th e  e p ic le s is  th e  w o rd s  o f  e p ic le s is  w e re  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  s u n g  to  

in s t r u m e n ta l  a c c o m p a n im e n t .  T h u s  th e  D io n y s ia n  fe l lo w s h ip  

u s e d  th e  so -c a lle d  hum noi kletikoi o f  w o m e n  in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  

th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e i r  g o d . 106

T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  P y t h a g o r e a n  a n d  P l a t o n i c  p h i l o s o p h y  is 

i t s e l f  t a n t a m o u n t  to  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  r a t i o n a l l y  c o m p o s e d  a n a -

10 5 .  I b id .,  p .  110 .

10 6 .  J o h a n n e s  Q u a s t e n ,  M u s ic a n d  W orship  in  Pa g a n  a n d  Chr ist ian  

A n t iqu ity , t r . B o n i f a c e  R a m s e y  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C :  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

P a s t o r a l  M u s i c i a n s ,  19 8 3 ) ,  p p .  10  &  17.
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ic h y m n s ,  t h u s  i m i t a t i n g  A p o l l o ,  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  M u s e s .  

T h e  M u s e s  s o m e t i m e s  a r e  e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  anagog ion  phos, 

th e  e l e v a t i n g  l i g h t  t h a t  k i n d l e s  t h e  s o u l  w i t h  anagog ion  p u r , 

th e  u p w a r d - l e a d i n g  fire. F o r  P r o c l u s ,  t h e  p r a y e r - l ik e  h y m n s  

a re  “ t h e u r g ic a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ”,107 a n d  “h u m a n  p h i l o s o p h y  is a n  

i m i ta t io n  o f  A p o l l o ’s h y m n s . ” 1™

O r p h e u s ,  a s  th e  p a r a d i g m a t i c  i t i n e r a n t  see r ,  is c r e d i t e d  f o r  

th e  a b i l i t y  to  p a c i f y  t h r o u g h  h is  m u s i c ,  to  h e a l ,  to  f o re te l l  t h e  

f u t u r e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  p a s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s h a p e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  

o f  th e  g o d s — t h e o l o g y  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  m y t h s ,  s p e l l s  a n d  e p ic  

s o n g s .  A r g u i n g  t h a t  b o t h  T h a l e s ’ a n d  O r p h e u s ’ m u s i c  w o r k e d  

m a g ic ,  N e t a  R o n e n  a t t r i b u t e s  s p e c i a l  h e a l i n g  p o w e r s  to  t h e  

s o n g  o f  O r p h e u s  a s  it  is d e s c r i b e d  b y  A p o l l o n i u s  R h o d i u s .  

P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e  t h e o g o n y  w h i c h  h e  p e r f o r m e d  i t s e l f  h a d  th e  

p o w e r  to  r e s to r e  c o s m i c  a n d  s o c ia l  h a r m o n y . 109

P l a t o ’s d i a l o g u e s  th e m s e l v e s  m a y  b e  v ie w e d  a s  a  p r o d u c t  

o f  “ m u s ic a l  m a d n e s s ”, c o n s t r u c t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r u le s  o f  d i a ­

l e c t ic a l  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  lo g ic .  H e n c e ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a s  a n  a r t f u l  

s t r a t e g y  o f  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  v i s i o n ,  “ is r e l a t e d  to  

th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t s  o f  d a n c i n g  a n d  lo v e  p o e t r y ” . 110

B o t h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d ia l e c t i c  a n d  e s o te r i c a l l y  i n t e r p r e t ­

e d  m y t h  p r o d u c e  th e  logos w h i c h  is a n  i m a g e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  

n o e t ic  a n d  h e n a d i c  re a l i ty .  T h is  r e a l i ty  i t s e l f  is b e y o n d  th e  

a d e q u a t e  c a p t u r e  e i t h e r  b y  m u th o s  o r  b y  logos, e a c h  o f  w h i c h  

a r c  b y  d e g r e e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s — p l a u s i b l e  ( eikos) p e r h a p s ,  b u t  

u l t i m a te l y  o p e n  to  t h e  r i s k  o f  d e c e p t i o n  o r  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

L ik e w is e ,  a n d  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  i m a g i n a t i v e  s p l e n d o u r ,  t h e  in e f ­

f a b le  e s s e n c e  o f  w i s d o m  ( i f  n o t  o f  b e i n g )  m a y  b e  r e v e a l e d  b y  

th e  c o s m ic  c h o r e o g r a p h y  a n d  t h e u r g i c  m u s i c  o f  t h e  c a le n d r i -  

cal fe s t iv a l s  a n d  s e a s o n s .  T h is  k i n d  o f  t e l e s t i c  d a n c e - t h e a t r e

107 . R . M .  v a n  d e n  B e r g ,  Pr o clu s ' H y m n s, p .  3 3 .

10 8 .  Ib id ., p .  2 3 .

1 0 9 . N c t a  R o n e n ,  “ W h o  P r a c t i c e d  P u r i f i c a t i o n  in  A r c h a i c  G r c c c c ?  A  

u l t u r a l  P r o f i l e , ”  in  Tran sform ation s o f  th e In n er  S e lf  in  A n cien t  R elig ion s, c d .

J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  2 8 4 .

110 . K a t h r y n  A .  M o r g a n ,  M y th  a n d  Ph ilosop hy fr om  th e Presocra tics to Pla to,
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is e s ta b lis h e d  fo r  the  s ake  o f  the  c ir c u la r  de s c e nt  a n d  a s ce nt , 

m a n ife s t a t io n  a n d  the  r e tu r n  to  the  s our ce . Ac c o r d in g  to  

Gr e g o r y  Sha w :

M usical th e u rg y  w as a fo rm  o f  an am n esis  th a t aw ak en ed  th e  

so u l to  its  c e le stia l id e n tity  w ith  th e  g o d s . . . . M usical th e ­

u rg y  cam e from  th e  g o d s  a n d  g av e  th e  so u l d ire c t c o n ta c t 

w ith  th e m . . . . A cco rd in g  to  Ia m b lic h u s , P y th a g o ras  w as th e  

first c o m p o se r o f  th is  a n a g o g ic  m u sic . . . . T he  sac red  n am es 

a n d  in c a n ta tio n s  u sed  in  th e u rg ic  in v o c a tio n s  a lso  o rig in a te d  

from  th e  g o d s , an d  Ia m b lic h u s  says th e  E g y p tia n  p ro p h e t Bi- 

tys rev ea led  “th e  n am e o f  th e  g o d  th a t p e rv a d es  th e  e n tire  c o s ­

m o s” (D e m yster. 268 .2-3). . . . F or Ia m b lic h u s  th e  g o d  w hose 

“n am e” p e rv a d ed  th e  co sm o s w as H e lio s. . . . M an’s p ray e rs  

m u st th e re fo re  b e  p re se n te d  to  H e lio s th ro u g h  th e  m an y  z o ­

d ia c a l sch em ata  th a t th e  g o d  assu m es. Ia m b lic h u s  says: “T he 

E g y p tia n s  em p lo y  th e se  so rts  o f  p ray e rs  to  H elio s n o t o n ly  in  

th e ir  v is io n s b u t a lso  in  th e ir  m o re  o rd in a ry  p ray ers th a t have 

th is  sam e k in d  o f  m e a n in g , a n d  th e y  a re  o ffe red  to  G o d  ac ­

c o rd in g  to  th is  sy m b o lic  m y stag o g y ” {De m yster. 254 .6 -10 ).111

In  the  la te r  P y th a g o r e a n  m ilie u , the  s e ve n s t r ings  o f  O r ­

p h e u s ’ lyre  are  c o n n e c te d  w it h  the  s e ve n c irc le s  o f  he a ve n , s u g ­

g e s t in g  th a t  “the  s ouls  ne e d  the  c ith a r a  in  o r d e r  to  a s c e nd .”112 

T he  the o r y  o f  the  s e ve n vow e ls  a n d  the  s e ve n- s tr ing c o s m ic  

lyre , r e la te d  to  the  d iffe r e n t  p la ne t s , c o lo u r s , s o u n d s  a n d  the  

s e a s ona l r o t a t io n  o f  the  year , is p e r h a p s  o f  B a b y lo n ia n  o r ig in . 

It  is a ls o  r e la te d  to  E g y p t  as  the  u lt im a t e  s our ce  o f  the  m a in  

(o r  le as t in it ia l)  e s o te r ic  p r in c ip le s  o f  e s ote r ic  O r p h ic  lor e .

T he  use  o f  lyre  o r  c ith a r a  m us ic  d u r in g  the  r ite s  o f  a s c e n ­

s io n  is a t te s te d  a lo n g  w ith  the  m a n t r ic  in t o n in g  o f  the  s e ve n 

vow e ls  t h a t  a lle g e d ly  e n a b le d  the  s o u l to  e s cape  the  d a r k ­

ne s s  o f  the  ir r a t io n a l lo w e r  e x is te nce  a n d  r e tu r n  to  the  d iv in e

111.  G r e g o r y  S h a w ,  T h eu rg y  a n d  t h e  S o u l:  T h e N eo p la to n is m  o f  I a m b lich u s  

( U n i v e r s i t y  P a r k :  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 9 5 ) ,  p p .  17 5 - 7 7 -

112 .  M . L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s,  p .  3 0 .
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re a lm  fro m  w h ic h  it in i t ia l ly  d e s c e n d e d . T h e  th e u rg ic  w a y  o f  

th e  O rp h ic  bakcheia  ( in i t ia t io n , r e c o lle c tio n , r e in te g r a t io n , e l ­

e v a tio n  to  th e  s o la r  n o e tic  re a lm )  is  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  O rp h ic  

a n d  B a c c h ic  in i t ia te s  ( o rp h iko i, b a k c h o i), th o s e  w h o  lo o k e d  to  

O rp h e u s  a s  th e ir  p r o p h e t  a n d  p ra c t is e d  b ios O rph ikos o r  bios 

P u th a go riko s.

T h e  E g y p tia n  p ro v e n a n c e  o f  th is  p u r if ic a to ry  w a y  o f  life  

{bios) —a n d  h e re  it  is  o n ly  th e  a r c h e ty p a l  id e a l, n o t  th e  a c tu a l  

tra n s m is s io n  th a t  m a t te r s — is a ff irm e d  b y  H e r o d o tu s  w h e n  h e  

s p e a k s  a b o u t  th e  E g y p tia n  c u s to m  o f  w e a r in g  l in e n  tu n ic s : 

“T h e y  a g re e  in  th is  w ith  th e  o b s e rv a n c e s  w h ic h  a re  c a lle d  O r ­

p h ic  a n d  B a c c h ic , b u t  a re  in  fa c t E g y p tia n  a n d  P y th a g o r e a n ” 

(H is t. 2 .8 1 ) .113

B u rk e r t a ls o  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  a l th o u g h  O r p h e u s  w o v e  to ­

g e th e r  a n d  m e ld e d  d if f e re n t  N e a r  E a s te rn  t r a d i t io n s  (A k k a ­

d ia n , I I u r r i te - H i t t i t e ) ,  th e  E g y p tia n  m e ta p h y s ic a l a n d  c u l-  

tic  t r a d i t io n  is u s e d  m o s t o f  a l l .114 I t  is  e v id e n t th a t  n o t  o n ly  

E g y p tia n  c o s m o g o n ie s , b u t  a ls o  th e  ro y a l p a th s  o f  s a l v a t i o n -  

p o p u la r iz e d  th r o u g h  th e  te m p le  in i t ia t io n s , h e r m e n e u tic a l  in ­

s t r u c tio n s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l  p ro g ra m m e s  r e la te d  to  th e  E g y p ­

t ia n  B o o k  o f  th e  D e a d — a re  r e s h a p e d  a n d  re u s e d , th o u g h  fo r  

th e  G re e k  a u d ie n c e  th e  E g y p tia n  i l lu s t r a t io n s  “se e m  to  b e  

e v e n  m o re  s u g g e s tiv e  th a n  th e  E g y p tia n  fo rm u la s ” . 115

X I I

T h e  s o -c a lle d  O r p h ic  a n d  P y th a g o re a n  s p ir i tu a l  r e v o lu tio n  

c o n s is ts  in  a  re v e rs io n  o f  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  G re e k  v ie w , n a m e ­

ly , th a t  p su ch e  is a  s im u la c ru m  ( eid o lo n ) o f  th e  m o r ta l  b o d y . 

T h e  O rp h ic  a n d  p ro -E g y p tia n  D io n y s ic a l-O s ir ia n  e s o te r is m  

n o w  re g a rd s  th e  l iv in g  b o d y  a s  a n  i llu s o ry  a n d  t r a n s i to r y  ( a l ­

113 .  I b id .,  p .  16 .

114. W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  B a b y lon , M em p h is , Per sep olis :  E a s t er n  Con tex t s  o f  Gr eek  

u  t u r e  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  M A :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p .  9 8 .

U 5 .  I b id .,  p .  8 7 .
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b e i t  c o m p le x  a n d  c o m p lic a te d )  im a g e  o f  th e  im m o r ta l  s o u l, 

w h o s e  p u r if ic a tio n  m a y  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  s e p a r a t io n  fro m  th e  

b o d y  (so m a , c o r p s e )  b y  re c o lle c tio n  ( a n a m n esis) ,  a s c e tic is m  

( tu r n in g  a w a y  fro m  th e  f lu x  o f  b e c o m in g , ta  g en o m en a , a n d  

fro m  its  u n r e l ia b le  im a g e s ) , a n d  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  c o n te m p la tio n  

( th eo ria ) o f  in te ll ig ib le  p r in c ip le s .

In  s h o r t ,  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  p e r s o n a l im m o r ta li ty  in  th e  E g y p ­

t ia n  fa s h io n  a n d  p ro m o tio n  o f  “s c ie n tif ic  k n o w le d g e ” (ep is- 

tem e) a s  th e  c h ie f  s o te r io lo g ic a l  p o w e r  a re  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  

th e i r  in i t ia l  O rp h ic o -P y th a g o re a n  c o n te x t . T h o u g h  “ th e  id e a  

o f  p r o o f  is in tr o d u c e d  a s  a  rh e to r ic a l  d e v ic e ,” 116 n o t  re la te d  

w ith  th eo ria  a s  a  s p e c ta c le  o f  th e  d iv in e  e p ip h a n y , s c ie n c e  a n d  

lo g ic  c a n  c la im  to  c o n s t i tu te  th e  s a lv a tio n  o f  i ts  p r a c t i t io n e r s  

o n ly  w h e n  b a s e d  o n  th e  p re m is e  o f  th e  m a th e m a tic a l n a tu r e  

o f  th e  d e m iu rg ic  w o r ld - c o n s tr u c tio n .

T h e  “s c ie n tif ic ” s o te r io lo g y  o f  P la to , i ts e l f  b a s e d  o n  th e  

P y th a g o r e a n  a n d  S o p h is t ic  ep istem e, is  a  d o m a in  o f  a  sm a ll 

e li te  g r o u p  w h o s e  c r i t ic a l  re f le c tio n s  a n d  iro n ic  s p e c u la t io n s  

in  r e la t io n  to  th e  c e n tr a l  b o d y  o f  p o l i t ic a l  o r th o d o x y  a n d  th e  

S o p h is t ic  s ty le  o f  e d u c a tio n  a re  r e g a rd e d  a s  a n  a lm o s t g n o s is -  

lik e  m e a n s  o f  “ d ia le c tic a l  s a lv a t io n ” . Y e h u d a  E lk a n a  e x p la in s :

For ins tance , the  road to the  Pythagore an heaven leads  

th r ough the  well- defined corpus  o f the  ge ome tr ical proof. 

This  is the  Pythagore an sote r iology. . . . The carriers  o f the  

transcende ntal vis ion are s mall groups  o f inte llectuals , ofte n 

margina l to socie ty, who conte mpla te  the  alte rnative  views o f 

the  wor ld . . . . The mome nt whe n the  logos —which is not 

be s towed u p o n  every pe rs on in the  same degree . . . —is be ­

c oming  the  ma in source  o f knowle dge , the n the  source  o f 

knowle dge  becomes  e litis t a nd author ita r ian by nature . C o n ­

s equently, it is not s urpr is ing that  the  fields  that  were built  

up o n  the  Par me nide an me thod, tha t is, by s tr ict de duc tions —

116 .  Y e h u d a  E l k a n a ,  “ T h e  E m e r g e n c e  o f  S e c o n d  O r d e r  T h i n k i n g  in  

C l a s s i c a l  G r e c c c , ”  i n  T h e Or ig in s  a n d  D iv er s it y  o f  A x ia l  A g e Civ iliz a t io n s ,  c d .  

S . N .  E i s c n s t a d t  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p .  6 1.
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name ly mathe matics  a nd theore tical phys ics—be came  s trict ­

ly author ita r ian, and the ir  practitione rs  be gan to organize  

themselves  in to  exclus ive  groups  like  the  Acade my, the  Ly­

ce um, and some  monas tic  orders : all these are characte r ized 

by e quality  a mong  the  membe rs  and author ita r ian separatism 

towards  the  outs ide  w or ld .1,7

S in c e  th e  H o m e ric  v a lu e s  o f  b o d y - life  a n d  sh a d o w - o r  

s im u la c ru m - lik e  s o u l a re  r a d ic a lly  in v e r te d  b y  th e i r  e s o te r ­

ic  o p p o n e n ts ,  w h a t s u rv iv e s  n o w  is th e  s o u l u n d e r s to o d  a s  

a m a n if e s ta tio n  (ba  in  th e  E g y p tia n  R a m e s s id e  th e o lo g y ) 118 

o f  th e  d iv in e  s p i r i t— b e  it  c a lle d  d a im o n  o r  theos. T h e  s o u l a s  

th e  w in g e d  ba  ( th e  b r e a th  a n d  liv in g  im a g e  o f  A m u n ) a lo n e  

is fro m  th e  g o d s . T h e re fo re , “w h a t s u rv iv e s  is  a n  im a g e  o f  

life  ( eido lon  a io n o s), w h ic h  s le e p s  d u r in g  n o rm a l b o d i ly  c o n ­

s c io u s n e s s  b u t  w a k e s  u p  w h ile  th e  b o d y  s le e p s  a n d  fo re s e e s  

fu tu r e  e v e n ts  in  p r o p h e tic  d re a m s .” 119

T h e  s o u l a s  a  s o r t  o f  fa lle n  d a im o n , o r  a s  a  D io n y s ia n  d iv in e  

s p a rk , is b u r ie d  in  a  to m b - lik e  m a te r ia l b o d y , th u s  e n te r in g  

th e  c o s m ic  c y c le  o f  e le m e n ta l t r a n s fo r m a tio n . H e n c e , th e  s o u l 

is th e  p re -e x is t in g  a n d  im m o r ta l k n o w in g  s u b je c t. I t  p a s s e s  

th r o u g h  a  n u m b e r  o f  in c a r n a t io n s  in  a  c y c lic a l p a t te r n ,  a n d  

th e s e  b o d ily  in c a r n a t io n s  m a y  b e  r e g a rd e d  a s  a  s o r t  o f  p u n ­

is h m e n t, o r d e a l , o r  s im p ly  v ie w e d  a s  a  r e s u lt  o f  fo rg e tf u ln e s s , 

ig n o ra n c e  a n d  p la y .

T h e re fo re , th e  u l t im a te  a im  o f  th e  s o u l is  f r e e d o m  fro m  

th e  w h e e l o f  te r r e s tr ia l  p u n is h m e n t  fo llo w in g  th e  s o te r io lo g i-  

c a l fo rm u la  b io s-th a n a to s-b io s ( l i f e -d e a th - lif e ) , w h ic h  sh o w s  th e  

w ay  o f  e n te r in g  th e  e te rn a l  a n d  n o e tic  “ d a y ” o f  R a  o r  H e lio s . 

T h is  f re e d o m  im p lie s  th e  r e s to r a tio n  o f  o n e ’s in i t ia l  d iv in e

A lg is  U zd a v in y s

117. I b id .,  p p .  4 3 ,  4 7  &  5 5 .

U 8 .  J a n  A s s m a n n ,  M oses  t h e  E g y p t ia n :  T he M em or y  o f  E g y p t  in  W estern  

M on oth eism  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  M A :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,  p p .  19 7 -  

2 0 6 .

119. K .  C o r r i g a n ,  “ B o d y  a n d  S o u l  i n  A n c i e n t  R e l i g i o u s  E x p e r i e n c e , ” 

•n  Cla ss ica l M ed it er r a n ea n  S p ir it u a lit y :  E g y p t ia n , Gr eek , R o m a n ,  c d .  A . H .  

A r m s t r o n g  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t l c d g c  a n d  K c g a n  P a u l ,  19 8 6 ) ,  p .  3 6 4 .
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id e n tity . T h e  d e liv e ra n c e  ( lu sis) is  p e r fo r m e d  b y  D io n y s u s  

B a k c h io s  th r o u g h  s p e c if ic  c a th a r t ic  r i tu a ls ;  a n d  P e r s e p h o n e  

m u s t d e c id e  w h e th e r  th o s e  p u r if ie d  s o u ls  th a t  h a v e  p a id  th e  

p e n a lty  fo r  th e i r  w ro n g fu l d e e d s  m a y  b e  s e n t  to  th e  “s e a ts  o f  

th e  b le s s e d ” (hed ra s e is e u h a g e o n ).120 T h e  s o u l ’s u lt im a te  g o a l 

is its  fin a l l ib e r a t io n  fro m  th e  p a in fu l  c y c le  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n , 

th u s  a r r iv in g  “a t  th e  v ic to r ’s c ro w n  w ith  s w if t fe e t” a n d  e n d ­

in g  a s  g o d  in s te a d  o f  m o r ta l .121

A s B a r te l P o o r tm a n  o b s e rv e s , i t  is  th e  O rp h ic o - P y th a g o -  

re a n  t r a d i t io n  th a t  S o c ra te s  h a s  in  m in d  w h e n  h e  in tro d u c e s  

th e  th e o ry  o f  re c o lle c tio n  ( a n a m n esis) ,  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  c e r ta in  

d iv in e ly  in s p ir e d  s e e rs  a n d  p o e ts , a n d  b a s e d  o n  th e  c le a r  s e p ­

a r a t io n  o f  th e  im m o r ta l s o u l a n d  m o r ta l b o d y :

This  onto logica l dua lis m goes  hand in hand with epis temo-  

logical dua lis m. There are two diffe re nt s tates o f knowing: 

having  the  Forms for its objects , p such es s tate  is epistem e\ hav ­

ing  the  aistheta  for its objects , the  senses’ state o f know ing  is 

doxa. The fact o f ha ving  the  Forms  as objects  o f knowle dge  

implie s  that psuche is immor ta l. This  is in line  with the  pr inc i­

ple  known from the  Presocratic “the ory o f knowle dge ” sim ilia  

sim ilibus (cognoscuntur): the  Forms are impe r is hable , therefore 

the  subje ct know ing  the m mus t  be  impe r is hable .122

T h is  s u b je c t  c o n te m p la te s  th e  F o rm s  lik e  th e  te m p le  p ro p h ­

etes c o n te m p la te s  th e  a n im a te d  h ie r a t ic  s ta tu e s  o f  th e  E g y p ­

t ia n  g o d s . H is  o w n  ey e  ( ire t) is  a w a k e n e d  to  l ig h t  a n d  r e la t ­

e d  to  th e  a c tiv e  a s p e c t  ( ir u , “ th a t  w h ic h  a c ts ” ) o f  th e  v is ib le

12 0 .  F r i t z  G r a f ,  “ D i o n y s i a n  a n d  O r p h i c  E s c h a t o l o g y :  N e w  T e x t s  a n d  O l d  

Q u e s t i o n s , ”  i n  M a sk s  o f  D io n y s u s ,  c d .  T h o m a s  I I .  C a r p e n t e r  a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r  

A .  F a r a o n c  ( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 9 3 ) ,  p .  2 5 3 .

12 1. I b id . ,  p .  2 5 4 .

12 2 .  B a r t e l  P o o r t m a n ,  “ D e a t h  a n d  I m m o r t a l i t y  i n  G r e e k  P h i l o s o p h y :  

F r o m  t h e  P r c s o c r a t i c s  t o  t h e  H e l l e n i s t i c  E r a , ”  i n  H id d e n  Fu tu r es:  D e a t h  a n d  

Im m or ta lit y  in  A n cie n t  E g y p t , A n a t o lia , t h e  Cla ss ica l, B ib lic a l a n d  A r a b ic ·I s la m ic  

W or ld , c d .  J . M .  B r e m e r ,  T h e o .  P .J .  v a n  d e n  H o u t  a n d  R u d o l p h  P e t e r s  

( A m s t e r d a m :  A m s t e r d a m  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 4 ) ,  p p .  2 0 9 - 10 .
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m a n if e s ta tio n  o f  th e  d e ity  th r o u g h  th e  s h in in g  l ig h t . S o  th e  

a b il ity  o f  th e  c u l t  s ta tu e  ( th e  tu t o f  A m u n , fo r  e x a m p le )  to  a c t 

( in )  is a  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  r i tu a l  a c tio n , e q u a te d  w ith  th e  E y e  

o f  H o ru s  a n d  p e r fo rm e d  b y  th e  p r ie s t.  T h e  c o b ra - lik e  u ra eu s  

o f  th e  a n im a te d  s ta tu e  is id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  s o la r  E y e  o f  th e  

d iv in e  s e lf -c o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  w ith  m a a t ( t r u th ,  r ig h t  p r o p o r ­

tio n  a n d  ju s t ic e ) .  E v e n  th e  o f f ic ia n t “ re fe rs  to  h im s e lf  a s  a  ba  

a n d  a s  th e  g o d d e s s  S e k h m e t” a t  th e  p o in t  w h e n  h e  is re a d y  to  

e m b ra c c  th e  s ta tu e .123

T h e  P la to n ic  s u b je c t  im a g in e s  th e  v is io n  o f  th e s e  F o rm s 

b y  h im s e lf  w h e n  h e  is u n r e s tr ic te d  b y  a  m o r ta l b o d y , th a t  is , 

e i th e r  a f te r  p h y s ic a l d e a th , o r  w h ils t  l iv in g  in  th e  b o d y  a n d  

“s e p a r a t io n ” is a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  th e  O s ir ia n  in i t ia t io n  o r  b y  a 

k in d  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n te m p la tio n  (th e o ria ). T h is  te le s t ic  o r  

d ia le c tic a l “s e p a r a t io n ” is r e g a r d e d  a s  e s s e n tia lly  a n  in te lle c ­

tiv e  (n o eric ) p a s s a g e . I t  is lik e  o n e ’s e n te r in g  th e  s o la r  b a r q u e  

o f  R a , b a s e d  o n  th e  o n to lo g ic a l  a n d  e p is te m o lo g ic a l p re m is e  

th a t  e m b o d ie d  c o g n it io n  m ir ro r s  d is e m b o d ie d  c o g n it io n , o r  

r a th e r  d iv in e  in te lle c tio n . C o n s e q u e n tly , o n ly  w h e n  s e p a ra te d  

fro m  o u r  m o r ta l b o d ie s  a n d  e le v a te d  to  th e  s ta r s  ( th e  h e n a d ic  

a rc h e ty p e s )  d o  w e  re g a in  o u r  t r u e  d iv in e  id e n ti ty , o u r  re a l b e ­

in g  a n d  “g n o s t ic  im m o r ta li ty ”, b e in g  in  a n  id e a l c o g n it io n a l  

(o r  r a th e r  c o n te m p la tiv e )  s ta te  o f  k n o w le d g e  (e p iste m e ).

S in c e  th e  id e a l P la to n ic  k n o w e r  is th e  d is e m b o d ie d  s o u l, 

a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  E g y p tia n  ba  tu r n e d  in to  th e  n o e tic  a kh , P la ­

t o ’s S o c ra te s  e la b o r a te s  a n  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  O r p h ic  m y th  o f  th e  

b le s s e d  a f te r lif e  a f te r  s e p a r a t io n  o f  b o d y  a n d  s o u l a n d  “ th e  

id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  th e  p e r s o n  w ith  th e  l a t t e r ”, fo r  “ i t  is th e  s ta te  

o f  th e  la t te r  th a t  is ju d g e d  b y  th e  g o d s .” 124 T h e re fo re , L lo y d  

G c rs o n  a rg u e s : “ F o r P la to , e m b o d ie d  p e r s o n s  a re  th e  o n ly

12 3 .  D a v i d  L o r t o n ,  “T h e  T h e o l o g y  o f  C u l t  S t a t u e s  i n  A n c i e n t  E g y p t , ”

in  H orn  in  H ea v en , M a d e  on  E a r t h :  T he M a k in g  o f  t h e  Cu lt  Im a g e in  t h e  A n cie n t

ea r  E a s t ,  e d .  M i c h a e l  B .  D i c k  ( W i n o n a  L a k e ,  I N :  E i s e n b r a u n s ,  1 9 9 9 ) ,  p .

14 1.

*2 4 · L l o y d  P . G c r s o n ,  K n o w in g  Per son s: A  S tu d y  in  P la t o  ( O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  p .  2 6 .
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s o r ts  o f  im a g e s  th a t  c a n  re f le x iv e ly  r e c o g n iz e  th e i r  o w n  r e la ­

tiv e ly  in f e r io r  s ta te s  a s  im a g e s  a n d  s tr iv e  to  tr a n s fo r m  th e m ­

s e lv e s  in to  th e i r  o w n  id e a l.” ' 25

H e n c e , p h i lo s o p h e r s  “ lo n g  to  d ie ” a n d  s tr iv e  to  tra n s fo rm  

th e m s e lv e s  in to  th e  a k h u — th e  n o e tic  s p ir i ts  o f  l ig h t  th a t  p a r ­

t ic ip a te  in  th e  S u n  g o d ’s r e s u r r e c tio n  a n d  s h a re  “ th e  t r iu m p h  

o f  R a ” . 126 T h e y  s t ip u la te  th is  m e ta p h o r ic a l  a n d  li te r a l  “s e p a r a ­

t io n ” b y  m e a n s  o f  a  c e r ta in  e p is te m o lo g ic a l in i t ia t io n , s in c e  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ’s s o u l “a t ta in s  t r u th ” b y  “ r e a s o n in g ” (to  lo g iz· 

e sth a i: P h aed . 6 5 b .9 ).

X I I I

T h e  im p u re  c a n n o t  c o n jo in  w ith  th e  p u r e , s in c e  th e  la t t e r  is 

w ith o u t  im p u r ity . A c c o rd in g ly , e i th e r  w is d o m  (p h ro n esis) a n d  

k n o w le d g e  ( ep istem e ) a re  n o w h e re  to  b e  g a in e d , o r  e ls e  it  is 

fo r  th e  d e a d , fo r  th e  E g y p tia n  m aa  kh eru  w h o  se e s  th e  g o d  

(O s ir is -R a )  a n d  k n o w s  h is  s e c re t b y  u n d e r g o in g  a  s y m b o lic  

d e a th :  “ H e  b e c o m e s  a n  in i t ia te , a s  in  th e  la te r  m y s te ry  c u lts  

th a t  d e r iv e  m a n y  o f  th e i r  n o t io n s  fro m  a n c ie n t  E g y p tia n  c o n ­

c e p ts  o f  d e a th  a n d  th e  h e r e a f te r .” 127

In  a d d i t io n , a ll  h is  m e m b e rs  ( lik e  th e  p a r ts  o f  th e  re s to re d  

E y e  o f  H o ru s )  a re  e q u a te d  w ith  d iv in it ie s  a n d  th e re b y  c o n ­

s t r u c te d  a s  a n  id e a l ic o n , a s  a n  id e a l s ta tu e - l ik e  im a g e  o f  O s i ­

r is , th u s  b e c o m in g  e n tir e ly  a  g o d . A c c o rd in g  to  H o r n u n g , a l ­

th o u g h  th e  te rm  a kh  is w r it te n  w ith  th e  h ie ro g ly p h  o f  a  c r e s t ­

e d  ib is  (ib is  co m a ta , th e  s ig n  o f  T h o th , w h o s e  te le s t ic  w is d o m  

in c lu d e s  th e  a b il i ty  to  u s e  th e  tr a n s fo r m a tiv e  h eka  p o w e r , heka

125 . I b id . ,  p .  4 .

12 6 .  H e n k  M i l d e ,  “ ‘G o i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  D a y ’ : A n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  B e l i e f s  

a n d  P r a c t i c c s  c o n c c r n i n g  D e a t h , ”  i n  H id d e n  Fu tu r es:  D ea t h  a n d  Im m o r ta lit y  

in  A n c ie n t  Eg y p t , A n a t o lia , t h e  Cla ss ica l, B ib lic a l a n d  A r a b ic ·I s la m ic  W or ld , e d .  

J . M .  B r e m e r ,  T h e o .  P .J .  v a n  d e n  H o u t  a n d  R u d o l p h  P e t e r s  ( A m s t e r d a m :  

A m s t e r d a m  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 4 ) ,  p .  3 4 .

12 7 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  I d ea  in to  Im a g e:  E ssa y s on  A n cie n t  E g y p t ia n  T h ou g h t , 

p .  112 .

52



A lg is  U M a v in y s

b e in g  th e  ba  o f  R a ) , th e  a kh  is  u s u a lly  d e p ic te d  n o t  a s  a  b ir d , 

b u t  a s  a  m u m m y , th e  id e a l Λζ Λ-b o d y , ta n ta m o u n t  to  o n e ’s a r ­

c h e ty p a l eidos m a d e  v is ib le . H o r n u n g  s ta te s :

A person can be come  an akh  only  afte r de ath, and de scrip ­

tions  o f the  after life  diffe rentia te  clearly be tween akhs, the  

blessed de ad and those  de ad pe rsons  who have be en judge d  

and conde mne d. Re late d to the  Egypt ian ve rb me aning  “to 

illumina te ”, the  te rm akh is us ua lly trans lated as “trans figure d 

one ”, for it is th r ough a process  o f r itua l trans figurations  that 

the  deceased becomes  an a kh .m

In  th is  w a y  th e  k n o w e r  b e c o m e s  w h a t h e  k n o w s , a n d  is 

tr a n s fo r m e d  in to  th e  n o e tic  l ig h t  w h o se  id e a liz e d  b o d i ly  im ­

a g e  ( th e  s ta tu e - s a n c tu a r y )  a d e q u a te ly  re f le c ts  a  p a r t ic u la r  d i ­

v in e  F o rm . T h e  b o d y  o f  th e  tr a n s fo rm e d  in i t ia te ,  e v e n  b e fo re  

h is  p h y s ic a l p a s s in g  a w a y , is ta n ta m o u n t  to  th e  O s ir ia n  sah- 

b o d y  (m u m m y ) , to  th e  su n th em a -lik e  to m b , a n d  a b le  to  se rv e  

a s  a  r e c e p ta c le  fo r  th e  d iv in e  ba . U n d e r s to o d  in  th is  s e n s e , 

th e  to m b  is a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  w o m b -lik e  p r im a e v a l m o u n d  o f  

H e lio p o lis , a n d  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  in s id e  th is  a lc h e m ic a l to m b  

( lik e  P h a n e s  in s id e  th e  c o s m ic  e g g )  is th e  v e h ic le  o f  t r a n s f o r ­

m a tio n , o f  o n e ’s o w n  tu r n in g  in to  th e  g o d - lik e  a kh . E v e n tu ­

a lly , it  m e a n s  b e c o m in g  n o t  w h a t o n e  is n o t , b u t  r a th e r  r e s to r ­

in g  o n e ’s re a l n o e tic  id e n ti ty  b y  m o v in g  fro m  im a g e  to  re a lity , 

fro m  th e  s e n s ib le  th in g s  th a t  a re  “ u n l ik e ” ( a n o m o io n ) to  th e i r  

p a r a d ig m a tic  s p ir i tu a l  “ lik e n e s s ” . T h e re fo re , G e r s o n  w rite s :

Paradoxically, re nunc ia tion o f wor ldly  conce rns —the practice  

and the  goal o f ph ilos ophy—is lite rally me taphor ical dying. It  

will turn out  that what diffe rentiate s  e mbodie d persons  from 

othe r  images  is that they are able  to be  self- conscious o f the ir  

s tatus  as images . As  one  “dies  to the  body ”, one  comes  to rec­

ognize  one s e lf as a liv ing  me ta phor  for what is really real. The

128 . I b id .,  p .  18 4 .
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re cognition is ide nt ical to the  cons truction o f an ide al s e lf in 

so far as that is pos s ible  for the  e mbodie d pe rs on.129

A c c o rd in g  to  P la to , o n ly  th e  r a t io n a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s o u l ( lo - 

g istik o n ) s e e s  th e  Id e a s , a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  o n ly  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  

s o u l is im m o r ta l. In  th e  P h a ed ru s m y th  it  is r e p re s e n te d  b y  

th e  c h a r io te e r  a b le  to  c o n te m p la te  a n d  b e  n o u r is h e d  b y  th e  

P a rm e n id e a n  n o e tic  w o r ld  w h ic h  a lo n e  “ re a lly  a n d  t ru ly  is ” .

P la to ’s th e o ry  o f  th e  s o u l’s im m o r ta li ty , o f  its  r e in c a r n a ­

t io n  th r o u g h  th e  c o s m ic  c y c le  o f  b e c o m in g  a n d  its  u lt im a te  

s a lv a tio n  b y  th e  m e a n s  o f  re c o lle c t io n  a n d  d ia le c tic a l  a s c e n t, 

is  a n  in s e p a ra b le  p a r t  o f  h is  e r o tic  p h ilo so p h ia . T h e  “ lo v e r  o f  

w is d o m ” tr ie s  to  im ita te  (m im e isth a i) th e  F o rm s , th u s  m a k in g  

h im s e lf  a  lik e n e s s  o f  th e m , “ re a liz in g  o n e ’s n a tu r e  b y  a c tu ­

a lly  id e n ti fy in g  w ith  th e  im m a te r ia l” . 130 B y  b e c o m in g  lik e  th e  

n o e tic  eid o s, h e  b e c o m e s  o n e  o u t  o f  th e  m a n y . F o r P la to , th is  

p ro c e s s  c o n s e q u e n tly :

. . . gene rally takes 10,000 years before  psuche has  regrown its 

wings  a nd may re turn to its  he ave nly home . The  philos ophe r , 

however, is in an e xce ptional pos ition: in his  case it takes 

3,000 years. Afte r  every thous and years there  is to be  a new 

re incarnat ion, pa r t ly de te rmine d by lot , par tly by choice . The 

pe r iod be twee n a life and a new incarna tion is the  time  to be  

punis he d or  rewarded. The first inca rna tion will be  in a h u ­

man body; s ubs e que nt inca rnations  may be  in anima l bodie s . 

The  philos ophe r ’s cycle is comple te d s oone r  because  his  life is 

domina te d by  a cons tant de vot ion to the  Forms; . . . only  the  

philos ophe r ’s psuche regrows its wings .131

T h is  P la to n ic  “s c ie n c e ” o f  t r a n s m ig ra t io n  ( m eto ikesis) a n d  

m e te m p s y c h o s is  is  ty p ic a lly  o u t  o f  fa v o u r  w ith  m o d e rn  s c h o l-

12 9 . L l o y d  P . G c r s o n ,  K n o w in g  Per son s: A  S tu d y  in  P la t o ,  p p .  5 7 - 5 8 .

1 3 0 . I b id . ,  p .  12 9 .

131. B a r t e l  P o o r t m a n ,  D ea t h  a n d  Im m o r ta lit y  in  Gr eek  Ph ilo sop h y :  Fr om  th e  

Pr esocr a t ics  to t h e  H e lle n is t ic  E r a ,  p .  2 13 .
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a rs  a n d  d is c o u n te d  a s  a n  e x o tic  c u r io s ity . I ts  p re s u m a b ly  

E g y p tia n  lin k s  a re  u n c e r ta in . H o r n u n g  a rg u e s  w ith  c o n s id e r ­

a b le  p e r s u a s io n  th a t  th e  w r ite r s  o f  a n t iq u i ty , w h e n  p r e s e n t ­

e d  w ith  th e  s o -c a lle d  £ a - th e o lo g y  a n d  its  ro le  in  a ll k in d s  o f  

m ira c u lo u s  t r a n s fo r m a tio n s , “ m is ta k e n ly  th o u g h t  th a t  th e  

E g y p tia n s  b e lie v e d  in  m e te m p s y c h o s is  o r  th e  t r a n s m ig r a t io n  

o f  th e  s o u l” . 132

H o w e v e r, in  its  P la to n ic  fo rm  th is  th e o ry  is  b a s e d  o n  th e  

e n tir e ly  n e w  s o te r io lo g ic a l  p e r s p e c tiv e  th a t  a m a lg a m a te d  th e  

a n c ie n t  E g y p tia n  ro y a l c o n c e p t  o f  n o e tic  ( a s tr a l  a n d  s o la r )  

im m o r ta li ty  w ith  N e o -A s s y ria n  a n d  N e o -B a b y lo n ia n  a s t r o n o ­

m y , a n d  p e r h a p s  th e  In d ia n  S h ra m a n ic  ( J a in ic , U p a n is h a d ic )  

p a th  o f  p e r f e c tio n . N e ith e r  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  G re e k  re l ig io n  n o r  

H o m e r  te a c h  th e  t r ip a r t i te  c o s m o lo g ic a l d o c t r in e  o f  r e in c a r ­

n a t io n , w a n d e r in g  “ fa r  fro m  th e  b le s s e d  c o m p a n y  o f  g o d s ” , 

a n d  re le a s e . T h e  th e o r ie s  o f  r e in c a r n a tio n  a p p e a r e d  in  G re e c e  

a r o u n d  th e  s e v e n th  o r  s ix th  c e n tu r ie s  b c  a s  th e  O r p h ic  m y th  

o f  th e  s o u l a s  a n  e x ile d  g o d  w a n d e r in g  th r o u g h  th e  f o u r  e l ­

e m e n ts — o r  th r o u g h  a ll  th e  fo rm s  o f  n a tu r e  (p a n to ia  eidea  

th n e to n , a c c o rd in g  to  E m p e d o c le s , fr. 1 1 5 .7 ) . T h is  s o u l s e e k s  

to  r e tu r n  to  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  th e  g o d s  th r o u g h  a s c e tic is m , 

te le s t ic  s a c ra m e n ts  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y , in  th e  h o p e  o f  a n  e a r ly  

re le a s e  fro m  th e  w h e e l o f  b i r th  a n d  d e a th . A s T h o m a s  M c E v il- 

le y  o b s e r v e s , r e g a r d in g  th e  O r p h ic o -P y th a g o re a n  m ilie u  o f  

A m e in ia s  th e  P y th a g o re a n  a n d  h is  d is c ip le  P a rm e n id e s :

The Godde s s  Dike  Polypoinos , “Jus t ice  with Many  P unis h ­

ments ,” adopte d by Parme nide s , is othe rwise  known only  as 

an Or p h ic  godde ss  (who may have had to do  with e nforcing 

karmic consequences  in the  ar r ange me nt o f re bir ths ). If  Par ­

menides  he ld a var iant o f the  tr ipar tite  doctr ine  o f re incarna ­

t ion, the n the  “peace” for which he thanke d Ame inias  could 

only  be  release from re incarnat ion—the  s tate  o fjiv a n -m u k ta .133

132 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  Id ea  in to  Im a g e , p .  18 3 .

133 . T h o m a s  M c E v i l l c y ,  Th e S h a p e  o f  A n cie n t  T h ou g h t : Co m p a r a t iv e  S tu d ies  

in  Gr eek  a n d  I n d ia n  Ph ilo so p h ie s  ( N e w  Y o r k :  A l l w o r t h  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,  p .  i n .
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T h e  m y s tic  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  re a c h  th e  in te r io r  d iv in e  p r e s ­

e n c e —d ir e c tly  a n d  im m e d ia te ly — is ta n ta m o u n t  to  th e  m ira c ­

u lo u s  le a p  b e y o n d  th e  m a c ro c o s m ic  c irc le  o f  o u ra n o s. T h is  is 

a n  e x c e p tio n a l  re le a s e  b e fo re  th e  e n d in g  o f  th e  c o s m ic  c y c le  

a n d  in  s p ite  o f  th e  ru le s  o f  n e c e s s ity . A c c o rd in g  to  P e te r  M a n ­

c h e s te r :

The que s tion s hifted from tha t o f one ’s s tatus  a mong  the  

de ad, in an afte r life  that  was real in the same way as successive 

cycles o f Ete rnal Re tur n, to that o f whe the r  one  had awak ­

e ned, in  th is life , to a trans ce nding s pir itua l and inte r ior  life 

that knows  its own e te rnity already and in de ath is released 

from the  cycle o f bir th  and de ath and from wor ldly  exis tence 

a ltoge the r .134

T h e  O r p h ic  c u lt  ( te le te ) ,  w ith  a ll i ts  p r o m in e n t  p u r if ic a tio n s  

a n d  in i t ia t io n s , w a s  fa r  m o re  p r iv a te  a n d  e s o te r ic  th a n  th e  

H e lle n ic  p u b l ic  fe s tiv a ls  a n d  m y s te r ie s , p o l i t ic a l ly  a n d  s p ir ­

i tu a lly  c e n tr e d  a r o u n d  th e  D e lp h ic  s a n c tu a ry . T h e  n e w  m o d e l 

o f  p o s t-H o m e r ic  p o l i t ic a l  c u l tu r e  s h a rp ly  d is t in g u is h e d  p u b ­

lic  life  fro m  p r iv a te  life , v ie w in g  p u b l ic  life  a s  s u p e r io r , m o re  

r a t io n a l  a n d  m o re  im p o r ta n t .135 S in c e  th e  c o s m o s , a n d  l ik e ­

w ise  o rd e r e d  h u m a n  s o c ie ty , w e re  b o th  r a t io n a l iz e d  in  v a r i ­

o u s  w a y s , th e  in n e r  r e l ig io u s  life  ( s u d d e n ly  d is c o v e re d  a s  a  

p a th  o f  re le a s e )  b e c a m e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  p r iv a te  s p h e re  

a n d  m a rg in a l c s o te r ic  m o v e m e n ts . O r p h e u s  a n d  P y th a g o ­

ra s  in  v a ry in g  d e g re e s  r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  d e m a n d  fo r  lo g ic a l 

th o u g h t .  B o th  th e s e  m y s ta g o g u e s  b e c a m e  m u c h  m o re  sy m -

134 . P e t e r  M a n c h e s t e r ,  “ T h e  R e l i g i o u s  E x p e r i e n c e  o f  T i m e  a n d  E t e r n i t y , ” 

i n  Cla s s ica l M ed it er r a n ea n  S p ir it u a lit y :  E g y p t ia n , Greek , R o m a n ,  e d .  A . H .  

A r m s t r o n g  ( L o n d o n :  R o u t l c d g c  &  K c g a n  P a u l ,  19 8 6 ) ,  p .  3 9 2 .

13 5 . S . C .  H u m p r c y s ,  “ D y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  G r e e k  B r c a k t h r o u u g h :  T h e  

D i a l o g u e  B e t w e e n  P h i l o s o p h y  a n d  R e l i g i o n , ”  i n  T h e Or ig in s  a n d  D iv er s it y  o f  

A x ia l A g e  Civ iliz a t io n s ,  c d .  S . N .  E i s c n s t a d t  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  

Y o r k  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p .  9 5 .
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b o is  o f  a u c to rita s  th a n  p e r s o n s  o f  r e lia b le  h is to r ic a l  b io g r a ­

p h y :

But bo th offered a new kind o f knowle dge  a bout  the  afte r ­

life  and new theories  a bout  the  nature  o f the  universe , which 

had a more  “s cientific” tone  tha n the  tr adit iona l cosmologies . 

Both e mphas ize d in the ir  te aching, and in the  die tary rules  

which accompanie d it, the  s e paration be tween the  believers  

and the  rest o f the  wor ld , the  uninit ia te d . Both rejected a n i­

ma l sacrifice, the  major  rite o f tr aditiona l r e lig ion.136

H e n c e , th e  d e e p e r  r e lig io u s  life  c o m e s  to  b e  a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  th e  p r iv a te  a n d  n o n -p o li tic a l  re a lm , b e y o n d  th e  s o c ia l ­

ly  d e m a n d in g  f ra m e w o rk  o f  th e  p o lis . B o th  te le s tic  a c tiv it ie s  

a n d  th e o lo g ic a l b e lie f s  b e c a m e  a  m a tte r  o f  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e , 

a n d  a n  in te r io r iz e d  “s p ir i tu a l” e x is te n c e  s ta r te d  to  b e  w h o lly  

d e v o te d  to  r e lig io u s  p u r if ic a tio n  o r  p a r t ic u la r  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  

p ra c tis e s . L ik e w ise , a n  in n o v a tiv e  P a rm e n id e a n  a n d  P la to n ic  

p h i lo s o p h y  w as p r a c tic e d  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  b y  a  t in y  e s o te r ic  

m in o r ity  o f  A p o llo ’s d e v o te e s , d is s id e n ts  a n d  re fo rm e rs . In  

th is  c a s e , b o th  th e  w ay  o f  r i tu a l  e le v a tio n  a n d  th a t  o f  d ia le c t i ­

c a l a s c e n t w e re  a s p ir in g  to  th e  s a m e  telos: to  a  tr a n s c e n d e n t  

a n d  im m a n e n t p re s e n c e  o f  th e  d iv in e  s e lf - id e n tity . In  a d d i ­

t io n , a c c o rd in g  to  K . C o r r ig a n , P la to  in h e r i te d  a n d  re u s e d :

1) the  Pythagore an theory tha t there is an e ternal orde r  u n ­

de r ly ing sens ible  reality which is express ible  in numbe r , har ­

mony, a nd geome tr ical patte rn; and 2) the  Orphic- Pythagore-  

an idea that  the  s oul is a fa llen g od , impr is one d in the  body, 

which exis ted be fore  b ir th  and which can afte r de ath realize  

its div inity .137

136 . I b id . ,  p .  9 .

137 . K .  C o r r i g a n ,  B o d y  a n d  S o u l in  A n c ie n t  R e lig io u s  E x p e r ie n ce ,  p .  3 7 4 .
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X IV

T h o s e  in i t ia te s  ( m u sta i) w h o  c a lle d  th e m s e lv e s  ba kch o i lo o k e d  

to  O r p h e u s  a s  th e i r  p r o p h e t ,  d e p ic t in g  h im  a s  s e n t  b y  th e  

d e ity  a s  a  re v e a le r  o f  t r u th  a b o u t  th e  s o u l, life  a f te r  d e a th , 

a n d  s a lv a tio n . H e n c e , O r p h e u s  w a s  v ie w e d  a s  th e  f o u n d e r  o f  

th e  s o te r io lo g ic a l  r i te s  ( te le ta i) o f  D io n y s u s  B a k c h o is  (w h o  

s e n d s  h is  te le s t ic  m a n ia  a n d  u n h in g e s  th e  s u p p l ic a n ts  in to  

m a d n e s s )  a n d  D io n y s u s  L u s io s  (w h o  fre e s  fro m  m a d n e s s  a n d  

t r a n s m ig r a t io n ) . T h e s e  lu sio i te le ta i o f  B a k c h io s  a re  c e n tr e d  o n  

p u r if ic a tio n  a s  a n  a r t  o f  “s e p a r a t io n ” .138

W e st a s s u m e s  th a t  th e  B a c c h ic  a n d  P y th a g o r e a n  O rp h ic a  

p r o b a b ly  r e p re s e n t  tw o  p a r a lle l  d e v e lo p m e n ts  fro m  a  c o m ­

m o n  f ie ld  o f  o r ig in . A t th e  s a m e  tim e  h e  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  c o n ­

c e p tu a l  l in k  b e tw e e n  P h e re c y d e s  o f  S y ro s  ( th e  fa m o u s  s e e r  

w h o  p r o m u lg a te d  th e  th e o ry  o f  m e te m p s y c h o s is  a n d , a lle g ­

e d ly , b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  th e  p o e m s  o f  O r p h e u s )  a n d  P y th a g o ­

r a s .139

T h e  O r p h ic  d o c tr in e s  a re  f r a g m e n ta r ily  a t te s te d  b y  th e  

g o ld e n  le a v e s  a n d  p la te s  th a t  b e a r  te s tim o n y  o f  th e  O r p h ic  

p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  d e a th , a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  p a id e ia  p r o v id e d  b y  

th e  E g y p tia n  o f f ic ia n ts  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  L ife  {p er a n k h ) ,  th o s e  

w h o  c o m p o s e d , r e c ite d  a n d  r i tu a l ly  p e r fo rm e d  th e  B o o k  o f  

th e  D e a d  {p ert em  h r u ). In  E g y p t, d e a th  is r e g a rd e d  a s  a  w ay  

to  re a l life  in  th e  re a lm  o f  a kh u .

L ik e  th e  n o c tu r n a l  R a , th e  d e c e a s e d  “ p h i lo s o p h e r - k in g ” is 

tr a n s fo r m e d  in to  a  s c a ra b  a n d  a  c h i ld  e n c ir c le d  b y  th e  o u r o -  

b o r ic  s e r p e n t  “w h o  b u r n s  m il lio n s ” . T h e  E g y p tia n -H e rm e t ­

ic  i l lu m in a t io n - r e g e n e ra tio n  “a p p e a r s  a s  th e  m y s te ry  w h ic h  

s a v e s ”, a n d  its  c e n tr a l m o tif  c o n s is ts  in  th e  n o e tic  v is io n , “ fo l ­

13 8 . W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  “ B a c c h i c  T e l e t a i  i n  t h e  H e l l e n i s t i c  A g e , ”  i n  M a sk s  o f  

D io n y su s , c d .  T h o m a s  H .  C a r p e n t e r  a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r  A .  P h a r a o n e  ( I t h a c a  

a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 3 ) ,  p .  2 7 3 .

139 . M .  L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s,  p p .  18 - 2 0 .
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lo w in g  a n  a n c ie n t  m o d e l o f  c o s m ic  jo u r n e y  w h ic h  is , a c tu a lly , 

a n  in te r io r  jo u r n e y ” .140

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  E g y p tia n s , b o th  h u m a n s  a n d  g o d s  o r ig i ­

n a te  in  th e  a ll- e m b ra c in g  d e ity , th e  O n e  A lo n e , th o u g h  th e  

g o d s  is s u e  fro m  A tu m ’s sw e a t a n d  h u m a n s  fro m  h is  te a r s . A s 

A ss m a n n  o b s e rv e s , th e s e  p r im a e v a l “ h u m a n s ” a re  p r o b a b ly  

re fe r re d  to  in  a  w a y  th a t  m e a n s  “ c l ie n ts ”, th a t  is , th o s e  w h o  a t  

th e  b e g in n in g  a p p e a r  a s  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  th e  n o e t ic  f lo c k , 

th e  p r im o rd ia l  “s a in ts ” ( th e  S u fi a w liy a ). In  th is  s e n s e , th e y  

a re  “ c o n te m p la to r s ”, “ k n o w e rs ”, “ p h i lo s o p h e r s ” h e re  b e lo w  

a s  A tu m -R a  is a b o v e , a f te r  h e a v e n  is ra is e d  u p  o n  h ig h  (a t th e  

e n d  o f  a  g o ld e n  a g e )  a n d  th e  g o d s  a re  s e p a r a te d  fro m  fa lle n  

h u m a n ity .141

A s th e  e m b o d ie d  b e in g s  w h o s e  telo s is to  r e s to re  th e  p e r ­

fe c t s ta te  o f  s o la r  c o n te m p la tio n , h u m a n s  a re  “o ra c u la r  

c r e a tu r e s ” 142 fo r  w h o s e  s a k e  th e  w o r ld  w a s  c r e a te d  a s  th e  th e -  

u rg ic  th e a tr e  o f  th e  d iv in e  E y e . T h e  c r e a tio n  is a c c o m p lis h e d  

(o r  r a th e r  c o n s ta n t ly  “p e r f o r m e d ” ) b y  th e  th in k in g  h e a r t  

( in te l le c t) , a n d  th e n  b y  th e  s p e a k in g  to n g u e  ( lo g o s )  a n d  b y  

w r it in g  o r  d ra w in g  (ta  h iera g ra m m a ta , th e  w r it in g  o f  d iv in e  

s p e e c h : sesh en  m edu  n e te r). A c c o rd in g  to  A s s m a n n :

Wr it ing  only  carries out  what is already implic it  in the  s truc ­

ture  o f reality. This  s tructure  is “hie roglyphic”. It  is a k ind o f 

Pla tonis m. Pla to inte rpre ts  the  vis ible  wor ld as the  infinite  

mate r ia l impre ss ion o f a finite  set o f immate r ia l ideas . The 

Egyptians  inte rpre ted the  vis ible  wor ld as a k ind o f infinite ly 

o ng o ing  series pr oduc t ion which very fa ithfully  follows  an

140 . G i o v a n n i  F i l o r a m o ,  T h e T r a n sf ig u ra t ion  o f  t h e  I n n e r  S e l f  in  G n o s t ic  a n d  

H er m e t ic  Tex ts: T r a n s for m a t ion s  o f  t h e  I n n e r  S e l f  in  A n c ie n t  R e lig io n s ,  c d .  J a n  

A s s m a n n  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  1 9 9 9 ) ,  p p .  14 3  &  14 5 .

141. J a n  A s s m a n n ,  E g y p t ia n  S o la r  R e lig io n  in  t h e  N ew  K in g d o m :  R e , A m u n  

a n d  th e  Cr is is  o fPo ly th eism  ( L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o r k :  K c g a n  P a u l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

•9 9 5 ) .  P ·  16 5 .

142 . I b id . ,  p .  16 9 .
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o r ig ina l finite  set o f types or  mode ls . And  this  same set is also 

represented by the  hie roglyphic  sys tem.143

T o  b e  r e s to re d  a s  th e  h ie ro g ly p h  o f  th e  E y e  m e a n s  to  e n te r  

th e  s o la r  b a r q u e  o f  R a  a n d  jo in  h is  a ll- e m b ra c in g  n o e tic  c o n ­

t e m p la tio n  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  life -g iv in g  ra y s . T h e  O r p h ic  te x t  

o n  th e  g o ld e n  ta b le t  fro m  th e  g ra v e  o f  T h e s s a lia n  P e tro p o ro s  

c o n v e y s  th e  s im ila r  c la im : “ N o w  y o u  h a v e  d ie d  a n d  n o w  y o u  

h a v e  c o m e  in to  b e in g , O  th r ic e  h a p p y  o n e , o n  th is  s a m e  d a y . 

T e ll P e r s e p h o n e  th a t  B a k c h io s  h im s e lf  h a s  s e t y o u  fre e .” 144 

T h e  b le s s e d  d e c e a s e d  e m e rg e s  in to  th e  re a lm  o f  d iv in e  b e ­

in g  w h e n  h is  m o r ta l  b o d y  p a s s e s  aw a y . H e  is in v ite d  to  th e  

h o ly  s y m p o s iu m  o f  th e  g o d s  in  o r d e r  to  e n jo y  “e te rn a l  d r u n k ­

e n n e s s ”, a c c o rd in g  to  a  m o c k in g  re m a rk  m a d e  b y  P la to  (R ep . 

3 6 3 c d ) .145 T h is  “ d r u n k e n n e s s ” in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  th e  r e -d iv in ­

is e d  “ O r p h ic  s a in ts ” is , in  fa c t, ta n ta m o u n t  to  th e  n o e tic  b lis s  

o f  th e  O s ir ia n  o lb io i ( th e  “ b le s s e d  o n e s ” ) , th o s e  w h o  re c e iv e d  

“a  g if t  o f  M e m o ry ” (M n em o su n es d o ro ri). T h e  b le s s e d  o n e s  a p ­

p e a r  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a kh  in  th e  c o u r t  o f  R a , w h e re  S e tn e ’s ba  is 

g o in g  in  h o p e  “ to  se e  th e  f u tu r e ” a n d  “g e t  in f o r m a tio n  fro m  

th e  g o d s ” .146

T h e  E g y p tia n  g o d d e s s  H a th o r  in it ia te s  th e  a s c e n t to  h e a v ­

e n  a n d  is d e p ic te d  a s  “ r is in g  in  tu r q u o is e  fro m  th e  e a s te rn  

h o r iz o n ” (C T  4 8 6 ) .147 H a th o r  ( th e  “ H o u s e  o f  H o r u s ” ) is  th e  

g o d d e s s  o f  e c s ta t ic  d r u n k e n n e s s , d a n c e  a n d  m u s ic . B u t h e r  

e s s e n tia l  h y p o s ta s is  is  th e  fie ry  E y e  o f  R a . S h e  is th e  Ir e t-E y e  

th a t  “a c ts  a s  th e  a g e n t  o f  th e  g o d ’s a c tiv ity ” .14” T h e  d e c e a s e d

143 . I b id . ,  p .  17 4 .

144 . F r i t z  G r a f ,  D io n y s ia n  a n d  O r p h ic  E sch a tolog y :  N ew  T ex ts  a n d  O ld  

Q iie s t ion s ,  p .  2 4 1.

145 . I b id . ,  p .  2 4 6 .

146 . J o h n  G c c ,  “ O r a c l c  b y  I m a g e :  C o f f i n  T e x t  10 3  in  C o n t e x t , ”  i n  M a g ic  

a n d  D iv in a t io n  in  t h e  A n c ie n t  W or ld , c d .  L e d a  C i r a o l o  a n d  J o n a t h a n  S e i d e l  

( L e i d e n :  B r i l l / S t y x ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,  p .  8 4 .

147 . A l i s o n  R o b e r t s ,  H a t h o r  R is in g :  T h e S er p en t  Po w er  o f  A n cie n t  E g y p t  

( R o t t i n g d e a n :  N o r t h g a t e  P u b l i s h e r s ,  2 0 0 1 ) ,  p .  10 .

148 . I b id . ,  p .  9 .
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o r  th e  in i t ia te — th e  “o n e  w h o  k n o w s  th in g s ” ( rekh  (a )k h e t), th e  

s a g e  (rem et-rekh ) — is e q u a te d  n o t  o n ly  w ith  O s ir is , b u t  a ls o  

w ith  H a th o r , th u s  im m o r ta lis e d  a s  th e  “s o la r  g a z e ” a n d  th e  

fie ry  b e a u ty  ( n efer) o f  t r u th  ( m a a t) .

X V

In  G re e c e , O r p h e u s , L in u s , M u s a e u s  a n d  o th e r  “ re v e a le rs  o f  

m y s te r ie s ” p ro c la im  th e  p ro g ra m m e  o f  s a lv a tio n , p r e s e n t in g  

P e r s e p h o n e -K o re  a n d  D io n y s u s , fo r  in s ta n c e , a s  s a v io u rs  o f  

m a n k in d . T h is  “ G re e c e ” o f  O r p h e u s  is n o t  th e  s c h o la r ly  c o n ­

s t r u c t  th a t  d e p ic ts  th e  e u lo g is e d  tin y  c ity - s ta te  o f  A t h e n s -  

in c o m p a ra b le  w ith  e i th e r  th e  h ig h ly  b u r e a u c r a tis e d  s ta te  o f  

L a te  P e r io d  E g y p t149 o r  w ith  th e  N e o -A ss y ria n  c o s m o p o lis  

a n d  its  P e rs ia n  im ita t io n s . R a th e r , O r p h e u s  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  

w o r ld  o f  w a n d e r in g  d em io u rg o i— th e  p e r fo rm e rs  o f  p u r if ic a ­

t io n s  (k a th a rm o i) a n d  in i t ia t io n s  ( te le ta i) ,  th e  s e e rs , s in g e rs  

a n d  h e a le rs  a b le  to  d is c o v e r  th e  “a n c ie n t  g u i l t ” (p a la io n  m en i- 

m a ). A s B u rk e r t  re la te s :

Or p h ic  a nthr opogony  . . . has  the  s tory o f the  mos t ancie nt 

and mos t gene ral kind o f m enim a  inhe re nt in ma n as s uch, the  

“ancie nt gr ie f o f Pe rs ephone” in the  words  o f Pindar . . . . The 

myth, especially whe n combine d with the  doc tr ine  o f trans ­

migrat ion and the  e ns uing ascetic life- style, c ould  have  been 

the  bas is  for a re ligion o f s a lva tion.150

T h e  s e e rs  a n d  m a g ic ia n s  c la im e d  to  b e  a b le  to  r e s to re  th e  

im a g in e d  id e a l s ta te  o f  h a rm o n ia , g o v e rn e d  b y  th e  “ u n iv e r s a l

149 . T o m  H a r e ,  R em em b er in g  Osir is: N u m b er , Gen d er , a n d  t h e  W ord  in  

A n cie n t  E g y p t ia n  R ep r ese n t a t io n a l S y s tem s  ( S t a n f o r d ,  C A :  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  

P r e s s ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  2 8 9 .

15 0 . W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  “ C r a f t  V e r s u s  S e c t :  T h e  P r o b l e m  o f  O r p h i c s  a n d  

P y t h a g o r e a n s , ”  i n  J ew is h  a n d  Ch r is t ia n  S elf -D e f in it io n , V o l.j:  S e l f  D e f in it io n  in  

t h e  Gr a e co-R o m a n  W or ld , c d .  B e n  F . M e y e r  a n d  E .P .  S a n d e r s  ( L o n d o n :  S C M  

P r e s s ,  19 8 2 ) ,  p p .  8 - 9 .

61



O r p h eu s  a n d  t h e  R o o t s  o f  P la to n is m

la w ”, th e  V ed ic  r la , a s  “ th e  u n ify in g  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  a n im a te s  

th e  p a r ts  in to  a  s in g le  c o s m ic  m a c h in e ”, 151 lik e  th e  a n im a te d  

“c h a r io t  o f  t r u th ” (h a rm a  d ikes ; S a n s k r i t  ra th a m  rta sya ) d ra w n  

b y  a  p a i r  o f  h o r s e s — th e  d iv in e  tw in s .

S im ila r ly , P a rm e n id e s  s p e a k s  a b o u t  th e  a x le  o f  th e  c h a r io t  

o n  w h ic h  h e  r id e s . H e  m e n tio n s  th e  “ ro u n d e d  w h e e ls ” ( k u k - 

lo t) ,  o r  th e  “w h ir l in g  w h e e ls ” th a t  c a n  b r in g  h im  to  th e  g r e a t  

o p e n  th r e s h o ld  w h e re  th e  H elia d es k o u ra i, d a u g h te r s  o f  th e  

S u n , h a s te n  to  th e  l ig h t  re v e a le d  th r o u g h  th e  E y e ’s r o u n d ­

e d  p u p il . H e n c e , th e  s y m b o l o f  h elio s  ( o f  th e  E g y p tia n  a te n , 

v ie w e d  a s  e g g  o f  th e  p r im a e v a l f ire ) is th e  r o u n d e d  s o u n d - lik e  

im a g e  o f  kosm os n oetos, th e  o b je c t  o f  c o n te m p la tio n  a n d  th e - 

u rg ic  g lo r if ic a tio n  fo r  th e  T h o th ia n  a p e s  o f  th e  S u n , th e  E a s t ­

e rn  b a u : “T h e ir  im p o r ta n c e  lie s  in  th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  re p re s e n t 

th e  d iv in e  c o m m u n ity  o f  w o rs h ip p e r s  o f  th e  s u n  g o d , w h o s e  

ra n k s  th e  s u n  p r ie s t  jo in s  w ith  h is  h y m n . B y p r a y in g  to  th e  

s u n  h e  b e c o m e s  o n e  o f  th e m .” 152

O r p h e u s , a s  th e  a rc h e ty p a l  s in g e r , p r o p h e t ,  p r ie s t  a n d  h e a l ­

e r , r e c o n c ile s  th e  o n e  a n d  th e  m a n y  w ith  h is  “ p r o p h e tic  ly re ” 

a n d  th r o u g h  th e  s o n g  o f  h a rm o n y  ( tes h a rm o n ia s te  o d e ). T h e  

la te r  B y z a n tin e  t r a d i t io n  d e s c r ib e s  th e  d iv in e  L o g o s  a s  p r o ­

d u c in g  a  k in d  o f  m ira c u lo u s  m u s ic  w h ic h , b y  m e a n s  o f  “ th e  

iu n x  o f  r e s o n a n c e ” ( iu n x  m e a n in g  b o th  th e  zw /w r-bird a n d  th e  

m a g ic  iw n x -w h e e l) ,153 h a s  th e  a b i l i ty  to  c h a rm  (ka ta ke lo n ) a n d  

a t t r a c t  ( m eth elkom eno s)  th e  h u m a n  s o u l .154 T h e s e  iu n g es ( p lu ­

ra l o f  iu n x ) , s o m e tim e s  re fe r r e d  to  a s  “ to n g u e s  o f  th e  g o d s ”,

151. J o h n  C u r t i s  F r a n k l i n ,  “ H a r m o n y  i n  G r e e k  a n d  I n d o - I r a n i a n  C o s ­

m o l o g y , ”  i n  T h e J o u r n a l o f  In d o -E u r o p e a n  S tu d ie s ,  v o l .  3 0 ,  n o s  1 &  2 ,  S p r i n g /  

S u m m e r  2 0 0 2 ,  p .  8 .

152 . J a n  A s s m a n n ,  E g y p t ia n  S o la r  R e lig io n  in  t h e  N ew  K in g d o m ,  p .  2 4 .

153 . S e e  A l g i s  U z d a v i n y s ,  Ph ilo so p h y  a n d  T heu rg y  in  L a t e  A n t iq u it y  ( S a n  

R a f a e l ,  C A :  S o p h i a  P e r e n n i s ,  2 0 10 ) ,  p p .  10 7 - 18 ;  S a r a h  l i e s  J o h n s t o n ,  H e k a t e  

S o te ir a :  A  S tu d y  o f  H e k a t e ’s  R o le s  in  t h e  Ch a ld ea n  Or a cles  a n d  R e la t e d  L it er a tu r e  

( A t l a n t a :  S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 0 ) ,  p p .  9 0 - 110  ( c h .  V I I :  “ H c k a t c ’s T o p  a n d  t h e  

l y n x - W h e e l ” ) .

154. S a r a h  l i e s  J o h n s t o n ,  “ T h e  S o n g  o f  t h e  l y n x :  M a g i c  a n d  R h c t o r i c  i n  

P y t h i a n  4 , ”  i n  T r a n sa ct ion s  o f  t h e  A m er ica n  P h ilo lo g ica l A s so cia t io n  12 5 , 19 9 5 ,  

p .  18 3 .
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a re  th e  fo u r - s p o k e d  w h e e ls  o f  b ra s s , iro n  o r  g o ld , h a n g in g  

fro m  th e  c e ilin g s  o f  te m p le s  a n d  c a p a b le  o f  p r o d u c in g  a  s e ­

d u c tiv e  s o u n d  lik e  th a t  o f  th e  S ire n s . A s a  r e s u l t ,  th e y  fu n c ­

t io n e d  a s  in s tru m e n ts  o f  th e  d iv in e  v o ic e , a n  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t 

in  th e u rg y  (v ie w e d  b y  S a ra h  J o h n s to n  a s  “a fo rm  o f  P la to n ic  

m y s tic is m ” ): “T h e  s o u n d s  p r o d u c e d  b y  iynges w h ir le d  b y  th e  

th e u r g is ts  w e re  u n d e r s to o d  to  a ffe c t a n d  in f lu e n c e  n o t  o n ly  

in d iv id u a ls  a n d  o b je c ts  o n  e a r th , b u t  th e  h e a v e n ly  b o d ie s  a s  

w e ll.” 155

L ik e w ise , O r p h e u s ’ m u s ic  a n d  v o ic e  m a y  s t i r  h u m a n  b e ­

in g s , a n im a ls , tr e e s , s to n e s , a n d  e v e n  th e  g o d s — P e rs e p h o n e  

h e r s e lf  is c h a rm c d , a n d  th e re fo re  a llo w s  h im  to  b r in g  u p  

h is  d e a d  w ife  fro m  H a d e s . T h e  e n c h a n t in g  O r p h ic  s o n g  is 

s o m e w h a t a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  w in d  s o u n d  p ro d u c e d  b y  a n  iu n x - 

w h e e l: its  p e ilh o  d o lia — th e  c h a rm e d  p o w e r  o f  p e r s u a s io n  a n d  

s e d u c tio n  th a t  t r ic k s 156— b e lo n g s  to  O r p h e u s ’ d iv in e  in s t r u ­

m e n t, h is  ly re . N ic o m a c h u s  o f  G e ra s a , th e  N e o p y th a g o re a n  

s c h o la r , d e s c r ib e s  i t  a s  fo llo w s :

I lermes  inve nte d the  lyre from the  tortoise- shell, and pr ovid ­

ing  it with seven s tr ings , hande d dow n the  art o f lyre- playing 

to Orphe us . And  Or phe us  taught  T hamyris  and Linus . Linus  

taught Heracles , by whom he  was kille d. He  also taught Am ­

phion, the  T he ban, who built  Thebes  with seven gates  after 

the  seven s tr ings  o f the  lyre. Whe n Or phe us  was kille d by the  

T hracian wome n, his  lyre was thr own into the  sea and was 

cast up  in the city o f Antis sa  in Lesbos . Fishe rmen found it 

and carried it to T e rpande r  and he took it to Egy pt .157

In  th e  O r p h ic o -P y th a g o re a n  m ilie u , m o u sike , m a n tik e  a n d  

ia tr ik e  (m u s ic , d iv in a t io n  a n d  m e d ic in e )  a re  u n i te d  in  th e  c o n ­

te m p la tiv e  h a rm o n y  o f  th e  “y o k in g ” a n d  “jo in in g ” s u c c e s s io n

155 . I b id . ,  p .  18 2 .

156 . 'I h c M a n u a l o f  H a r m o n ics  o f  N ico m a ch u s  t h e  Py th a g o r ea n ,  t r .  F l o r a  R .  

L e v i n  ( G r a n d  R a p i d s :  P h a n e s  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 4 ) ,  p .  18 9 .

157. Ib id .
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o f  o r d e r — in  S a n s k r i t  te rm s , yo g a  a n d  y u j—  th a t  “ d e s c r ib e  th e  

h a rm o n ic  c o n n e c tio n  o f  s t r in g  to  in s t r u m e n t” a n d  “ th e  w e a p ­

o n ’s c h a n g in g  h a r m o n ic  s ta te s ” .158

X V I

T h e  e x te n s io n  o f  A n a n k e ’s a rm s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  e n t i r e  u n i ­

v e rs e  is lik e  th e  v a s tn e s s  o f  N u t- H a th o r ’s c o s m ic  b o d y . In  o n e  

o f  th e  n u m e ro u s  la te  O r p h ic  c o s m o g o n ie s , th e  g o ld e n  c h a in  

d e r iv e d  fro m  a n  a lle g o r ic a l in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  I lia d  8 .1 9  i l lu s ­

t r a te s  th e  d iv in e  u n ity  o f  th e  c o s m o s . Z e u s  h im s e lf  s u f fu s e s  a ll 

th in g s  a n d  m a k e s  th e m  o n e . A s a  s h o r t  b u t  im p re s s iv e  v e rs e  

o f  th e  O r p h ic  th e o lo g ic a l  h y m n  te s tif ie s : “ O n e  Z e u s , o n e  H a ­

d e s , o n e  H e lio s , o n e  D io n y s u s .” 159

D a m a s c iu s  c ite s  L in u s  ( th e  m y th ic a l s in g e r  a n d  h ie r o ­

p h a n t ,  p re s u m e d  to  b e  th e  s o n  o f  th e  M u s e  O u r a n ia )  a n d  

P y th a g o r a s  “ fo r  th e  d o c tr in e  th a t  e v e ry th in g  is  o n e ” . 160 T h e  

la m e n t o f  L in u s ’ p o e m , a s  it is  q u o te d  b y  S to b a e u s , ru n s  a s  

fo llo w s :

So thr ough dis cord a ll things  are s teered thr ough all. From 

the  whole  are a ll things , all things  from a whole , all things  

are one , each par t o f a ll, a ll in one ;

For from a s ingle  whole  a ll these things  came,

And from the m in due  time  will one  re turn,

T ha t’s ever one  and many. . . .

Ofte n  the  same will be  aga in, no e nd will limit  the m, ever 

limite d. . . .

For so undy ing  de ath invests  a ll things ,

All dies  tha t’s mor ta l, but  the  subs trate  was 

And is immor ta l ever, fas hione d thus ,

158 . J o h n  C u r t i s  F r a n k l i n ,  H a r m o n y  in  Gr eek  a n d  I n d o - lr a n ia n  Cosm olog y , 

p .  8 .

159 . M . L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s,  p .  2 5 3 .

16 0 . I b id . ,  p .  6 1.
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Yet with s trange  images  a nd varied form 

Will change  and vanish from the  s ight o f a ll.161

S o m e  O r p h ic  th e o lo g ic a l  n a r r a tiv e s  a n d  “ h o ly  o ra c le s ” o f  

N ig h t p ro v id e  a  m y th ic a l p r o to ty p e  fo r  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  v i ­

s io n  o f  P a rm e n id e s  a n d  E m p e d o c le s . B u t P la to  is s c a rc e ly  

c o n c e rn e d  to  d o  ju s t ic e  to  O r p h e u s  a n d  o th e r  a n c ie n t  “ th e o ­

lo g ia n s ”, s u c h  a s  M u s a e u s  a n d  E p im e n id e s , “w h o  d e r iv e  e v e ­

r y th in g  fro m  N ig h t” . 162

S in c e  th e  u lt im a te  lim it  is a k in  to  lim itle s s  t r a n s c e n d e n c e , 

th e  d a r k n e s s  o f  th e  O r p h ic  N ig h t a n d  th e  p r im a e v a l o c e a n  o f  

th e  H e lio p o li ta n  th e o g o n y  a re  s y m b o lic  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  w h a t 

is s u p r a -n o e tic , in e f fa b le , fo rm le s s  a n d  u n s t r u c tu r e d , o u t  o f  

w h ic h  th e  l ig h t- lik e  n o e tic  s t r u c tu r e  a p p e a r s  a s  th e  a rc h e ty p a l  

t r ia d  o f  A tu m , S h u  a n d  T e fn u t. A c c o rd in g  to  E g y p tia n  t r a d i ­

t io n a l  a c c o u n ts , “ th e  w o r ld  e m e rg e s  fro m  a  p r im e v a l d a r k ­

n e s s  ( k e ku se m a u ) a n d  a  p r im e v a l f lo o d  (n u n ) . . . .  In  s u m , th e  

m o n o th e is m  o f  th e  E g y p tia n s  c o n s is ts  in  th e  b e l ie f  th a t  in  th e  

b e g in n in g  th e  d iv in e  w a s  o n e , a n d  th a t  in  th e  c o s m o g o n y  th a t  

w a s  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  o n e , th e  o n e  b e c a m e  m a n y .” 163

I t  se e m s  th a t  P la to , a s  th e  d ia le c t ic ia n  o f  th e  o n e  a n d  th e  

m a n y , is j u s t  ta k in g  w h a t h e  w a n ts  fro m  O r p h e u s  a n d  c e r ta in  

lim ite d  E g y p tia n  s o u rc e s . A lth o u g h  P la to ’s d e p e n d e n c e  o n  

th e  N ig h t’s p r o p h e ts  a n d  P h a n e s ’ “ lo g ic ia n s ” is  d e lib e r a te ly  

c o n c e a le d , P la to ’s m a in  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  d o c t r in e  is  b a s e d  o n  

th a t  o f  P a rm e n id e s ; a n d  P a rm e n id e s  h im s e lf , in  fa c t, d e p e n d s  

o n  th e  O r p h ic  m y th . E v e n  m o re , P a rm e n id e s  (a s  a  p r ie s t  in ­

v o lv e d  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  A p o llo )  a n d  a ls o  th e  e n t i r e  V e lia n  

s c h o o l o f  p h ilo s o p h y , w h ic h  is “ p la in ly  ro o te d  in  m y s tic is m — 

it is r o o te d , in  fa c t, in  P a r m e n id e s ’ o w n  c h a r io t- e x p e r ie n c e , 

w h ic h  le a d s  . . .  to  th e  g r e a t  G o d d e s s ’ e p ip h a n y .” 104

16 1.  I b id .,  p .  5 7 .

16 2 .  I b id . ,  p .  116 .

16 3 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  Id ea  in to  Im a g e,  p p .  4 0  &  4 5 .

1 6 4 . C a r l  L c v c n s o n ,  S ocr a t es  a m o n g  th e  Cor ib a n tes:  B e in g , R ea lit y , a n d  t h e  

Go d s  ( W o o d s t o c k ,  C o n n e c t i c u t :  S p r i n g  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  6 9 .
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T h e  c h a r io t  jo u r n e y  m a y  b e  a  l ite ra ry  a n d  te le s tic  top o s, 

o f  c o u r s e , b u t  th is  k in d  o f  m e ta p h y s ic a l a s c e n t ( anagoge) is , 

m o re o v e r , th e  p o w e rfu l s y m b o l o f  a  re a l d ia le c tic a l  a lc h e ­

m y , a n d  s e rv e s  a s  a  p a ra d ig m  o f  th e  d iv in e  re v e la tio n  g e n re . 

T h e re fo re , i t  c o m e s  a s  n o  s u rp r is e  th a t  P a r m e n id e s ’ d e s c r ip ­

t io n  o f  B e in g  a s  o n e  a n d  c o n tin u o u s  is a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  O r ­

p h ic  th e o lo g ic a l  m y th , a c c o rd in g  to  w h ic h  th e  e n t i r e  u n iv e rs e  

is u n i te d  in  th e  b o d y  o f  Z e u s , “ th e  o n ly  o n e ”, in  th e  s e n s e  o f  

th e  T h e b a n  A m u n , th e  in v is ib le  s o li ta ry  O n e  w h o  m a n ife s ts  

“ m illio n s  o f  v is ib le  e m b o d im e n ts ” b y  h is  b r e a th  o f  life .

L ik e w ise , E m p e d o c le s  h a s  h is  p o e tic , p r o p h e tic  a n d  th e o ­

lo g ic a l p r e c u r s o r  in  P a rm e n id e s , th e  s k y -w a lk e r  w h o s e  c h a r ­

io t  jo u r n e y  ta k e s  h im  in to  th e  H o u s e  o f  N ig h t. T h is  n u k to s  

o ik ia  is th e  in e f fa b le  d a rk n e s s  fro m  w h ic h  P h a n e s  e m e rg e s  a s  

a  c h a r io t- d r iv in g  S u n , f ly in g  o n  its  n o e tic  w in g s . A t th e  sa m e  

tim e , i t  is th e  o r a c u la r  s a n c tu m , b e c a u s e  P h a n e s  h im s e lf  b e ­

s to w e d  th e  p o w e r  o f  p r o p h e c y  u p o n  th e  p r im a e v a l N ig h t .165

H o w e v e r, N ig h t re m a in s  a  s o u rc e  o f  w is d o m  a n d  k n o w l ­

e d g e  fo r  a ll th e  u n iv e r s a l ru le r s  w h o  fo llo w  h e r  in  th e  g e n e a ­

lo g ic a l c h a in  o f  th e o g o n y . In  fa c t, th is  m y th o lo g y  o f  s u c c e s ­

s io n  a n d  v io le n c e  is c ro w n e d  b y  th e  e p is o d e  in  w h ic h  Z e u s  

sw a llo w s  P h a n e s  ( th e  to ta l i ty  o f  th e  n o e tic  a rc h e ty p e s )  a n d  

th e re b y  b e c o m e s  th e  “ b e g in n in g , m id d le  a n d  e n d  o f  a l l ” . T h is  

m y th  is  tu r n e d  in to  “ th e  p h i lo s o p h ic  b a s is  fo r  a  m o n is tic  a c ­

c o u n t  o f  th e  g e n e s is  a n d  g o v e rn a n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld ” .166

In  th is  p a r t ic u la r  c o n te x t  “T i ta n ic ” m e a n s  “ m a n if o ld ”, a c ­

c o r d in g  to  V e lv e t Y a te s , b e c a u s e  it is p re c is e ly  th e  T i ta n s , a s  

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  s e p a r a t io n , w h o  a re  m a d e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  

w o r ld  o f  p lu r a lity , fo r  “c r e a tin g  th e  M a n y  fro m  th e  O n e ” . 167 

Y a te s w rite s :

165 . M . L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s,  p .  2 3 5 .

1 6 6 .  L a r r y  J .  A l d c r i n k ,  Cr ea t ion  a n d  S a lv a t io n  in  A n c ie n t  O r p h ism  ( A t l a n t a :  

S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  19 8 1) ,  p .  5 3 .

16 7 . V e l v e t  Y a t e s ,  “ T h e  T i t a n i c  O r i g i n  o f  H u m a n s :  T h e  M e l i a n  N y m p h s  

a n d  Z a g r c u s , ”  i n  Gr eek , R o m a n , a n d  B y z a n t in e  S t u d ie s  4 4 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  p .  19 1.
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O n  the  cosmic level, the  de vour ing  o f Dionys us ’ limbs  by the  

T itans  represents  the  gene ration o f the  mate r ial Many  from 

the  immate r ia l One . Proclus  equates  the  divis ion o f Dio ­

nys us ’ body  into  seven parts  by the  T itans  with the  T imae us ’ 

divis ion o f the  world- soul into  seven parts . At the  huma n 

level, the  Zagreus  myth e xplains  the  fragme nte d nature  o f 

huma n thought . The T itans  can also represent the  forces o f 

s eparation and fragme nta tion on the  level o f the  ind ividua l 

s oul. . . . 168

T h is  f r a g m e n ta tio n  a n d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  fo rg e tfu ln e s s  o n ly  

in c re a s e  a s  th e  c o s m ic  c y c le  e v o lv e s . S im ila r ly  in  E g y p t, A tu m  

a s  th e  u n d if f e r e n tia te d  O n e  in  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  d a rk n e s s  

o f  N u n  “ c o m e s  in to  b e in g  b y  h im s e lf ” ( kh ep er d jese j) a n d  is 

tu r n e d  (w h ile  e s s e n tia lly  r e m a in in g  th e  s a m e )  f irs t in to  th e  

T r ia d  a n d  th e n  in to  th e  E n n e a d . In  th is  w ay , th e  E g y p tia n  

s c r ib e s , lik e  th e  la te r  N e o p la to n ic  d ia le c tic ia n s , u n f o ld e d  a 

s e r ie s  o f  e n t i t ie s  (a t o n c e  n u m b e rs , s y m b o ls  a n d  ic o n o g ra p h i-  

c a lly  fix e d  f ig u re s )  th a t  i l lu s tr a te s  th e  u n f o ld in g  o f  th e  p a r ­

a d ig m a tic  s t r u c tu r e  o f  re a li ty  (c o n c e iv e d  in  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  

d e c a d )  fro m  its  u lt im a te  s o u rc e  in  th e  O n e . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  

P y th a g o r e a n  m a n u a l p r o d u c e d  in  th e  s c h o o l o f  Ia m b lic h u s :

Both Or phe us  and Pythagoras  made  a pa r ticula r  p o in t  o f 

de s c r ibing the  e nne ad as “pe r ta in ing  to the  Cure te s”, on the  

grounds  that the  rites sacred to the  Cure te s  are tr ipar tite , with 

three rites in each par t, or  as “Kore ”: bo th o f these titles  are 

appropr ia te  to the  tr iad, and the  e nne ad contains  the  tr iad 

three time s .169

T h e  n u m b e r  n in e  th u s  e x p re s s e s  th e  p a r a d ig m a tic , a ll-e n -  

c o m p a s s in g  a n d  s ti ll  n o e tic  to ta li ty . P u t o th e rw is e , th e  O n e

1 6 8 .  I b id . ,  p p .  19 2 - 9 3 .

169 . T h e T heolog y  o f  A r it h m et ic:  On  t h e  M y st ica l, M a t h e m a t ica l a n d  Co sm o ­

lo g ica l S y m b o lism  o f  t h e  Fir s t  Ten  N u m b er s , A t t r ib u t ed  to Ia m b lich u s ,  t r .  R o b i n  

W a t c r f i c l d  ( G r a n d  R a p i d s :  P h a n c s  P r e s s ,  19 8 8 ) ,  p .  10 7 .
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s t i l l  b e lo n g s  to  th e  re a lm  o f  th e  in e f fa b le  s u p r a -n o e d c  t r a n ­

s c e n d e n c e , b u t  th e  g o d d e s s  N e ith  ( e q u a te d  b y  th e  P la to n is ts  

to  A th e n a , th e  m is tre s s  o f  p h ilo s o p h y )  c a lls  th e  w o r ld  o f  m a n ­

i f e s ta t io n  ( kh ep eru ) in to  b e in g  “ th r o u g h  se v e n  s ta te m e n ts , 

w h ic h  in  a  la te r  m a g ic  te x t  b e c o m e  th e  s e v e n fo ld  la u g h  o f  th e  

c r e a to r  g o d ” . 170

M a n k in d  o r ig in a te d  fro m  A tu m -R a ’s te a r s , “ in  a  te m p o ra ry  

b lu r r in g ” o f  A tu m ’s v is io n , th o u g h  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  g o ld e n  

a g e  is s ti ll  r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  s o la r  k in g d o m  o f  R a , w h e re  g o d s  

a n d  h u m a n s  in h a b i t  th e  s ta g e  o f  th e  e x te n d e d  s a c re d  m o u n d  

o f  H e lio p o lis  to g e th e r . D u r in g  th is  b le s s e d  tim e  (p a a u t)— b e ­

fo re  th e  h u m a n  re v o lt a g a in s t  R a — th e  d iv in e  m a a t ( t r u th ,  

p e r fe c t h a r m o n io u s  o r d e r )  re ig n s .

X V I I

In  P la to n ic  p a r la n c e , th e  m a in  “ in i t ia to r y ” a n d  “ p h i lo s o p h i ­

c a l” g o a l o f  fa lle n  h u m a n ity  c o n s is ts  in  th e  re c o lle c tio n  o f  a n  

id e a l b e g in n in g  a n d  in  s o la r  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  th e  e n n e a d ic  

to ta l i ty  o f  th e  Id e a s . In  o r d e r  to  d o  s o , a n d  a c h ie v e  th e  d e ­

s ire d  g o a l , w r it in g  is e s ta b l is h e d  b y  T h o th  a n d  S e s h e ta  a s  th e  

in s tr u m e n t  o f  r e v e la tio n  w h ic h  p ro v id e s  a c c e s s  to  th e  w o rld  

o f  th e  g o d s ; th is  is s im p ly  b e c a u s e  i t  is , a t  th e  s a m e  tim e , 

th e  in s tr u m e n t  o f  th e o p h a n y  a n d  c r e a tio n . In  fa c t, th e  h ie r o ­

g ly p h s  (m ed u  n e te r) a re  v ie w e d  a s  tra c e s  o f  n o e tic  b e in g , a s  

a r c h e ty p e s  a n d  m e ta p h y s ic a l s y m b o ls , e v e n  e p ip h a n ie s  o f  th e  

g o d s  th e m s e lv e s . T h e y  c o n s t i tu te  th e  re v e a le d  b o d y  o f  d iv in e  

k n o w le d g e  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  s a lv a t io n .171

A f te r  R a ’s d e p a r tu r e  a n d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  e n d  o f  th e  d ir e c t  

d iv in e  ru le , th e  d is to r te d  h u m a n  ra c e  liv e s  in  a  s ta te  o f  p u n ­

is h m e n t a n d  b lin d n e s s . H o r n u n g  d e s c r ib e s  th is  a s  fo llo w s :

170 . E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  Id ea  in to  Im a g e ,  p .  4 4 .

171. D i m i t r i  M c c k s  a n d  C h r i s t i n e  F a v a r d - M e e k s ,  D a ily  L if e  o f  t h e  E g y p t ia n  

G od s , t r .  G .  M .  G o s h g a r i a n  ( L o n d o n :  J o h n  M u r r a y ,  19 9 7 ) ,  p p .  5 - 7 .
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He nce for th war a nd violence  s hape  the  lives o f hum a n  be ­

ings . Ha ving  los t the  paradis iacal innoce nce  o f the ir  be g in ­

nings , they can regain access to the  wor ld o f the  gods  only  in 

de ath. Moreover, the ir  re be llion suggests  a dange rous  threat 

to the continue d exis tence o f cre ation itself, ins ofar as it hints  

at the  exis tence o f des tructive  forces that seek to b r ing  the 

nor mal course  o f events  on ear th to a ha lt .172

T h e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  d iv in e  p re s e n c e  is m a in ta in e d  b y  m e a n s  

o f  th e  H o ru s - lik e  p h a ra o h  w h o se  r ite s  e n a c te d  in  th e  te m p le  

re c a ll th e  in it ia l  f o u n d a tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld  a s  “ r e v e la tio n  o f  th e  

d iv in e  F a c c ” . T h e  r i tu a l  a c t o f  u n v e il in g  a n d  a d o r a t io n  o f  th e  

F ac e  e s ta b lis h e s  th e  ro y a l p a r a d ig m  o f  p io u s  c o n te m p la tio n .

T h e  E g y p tia n s , in  o r d e r  to  b e c o m e  a  “ h o ly  p e o p le ” o n c e  

a g a in , n e e d e d  to  w a lk  “o n  th e  w a te r  o f  G o d ”, th a t  is , fo llo w  

th e  p a th  o f  th e  d e ity  (b e  it  A tu m -R a , A m u n -R a , P ta h , K h n u m  

o r  S o b e k ) , p r o c la im in g  G o d ’s p o w e r  e v e n  to  th e  fish  a n d  th e  

b ir d s . T h is  m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  d iv in e  p o w e r  is to  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  

a  k in d  o f  re v e la tio n , a s  a  m ira c le  to  b e  p ro c la im e d , a c c o r d in g  

to  A s s m a n n , so  th a t  th e  w h o le  u n iv e rs e  is to ld  o f  th e  p o w e r  

o f  G o d .173

T h is  a ll- e n c o m p a s s in g  p ro c la m a tio n  o f  s o c ia l m a a t p r a c ­

tic e , re c o lle c tio n  a n d  re v e la tio n , m e a n s  th a t  th e  id e a l p e r s o n  

is o n e  w h o  “ is a b le  to  r e m e m b e r” .174 A c c o rd in g ly , th e  r i tu a l  o f  

th e  ju d g e m e n t  o f  th e  d e a d  a s s u m e s  a  k in d  o f  m a n u a l fo r  th e  

life -s ty le  a n d  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  liv in g . T h e  E g y p tia n  in i t ia te  

h o p e s  “ to  g o  f o r th ” a n d  “ to  se e  R a ”, r i tu a l ly  m a in ta in in g  th e  

m e ta p h y s ic a l m e m o ry  th a t  c o n v e y s  th e  p a t te r n  o f  a lc h e m ic a l 

t r a n s f o r m a tio n  a s  w e ll a s  r a t io n a l  c a lc u la b il i ty , r e s p o n s ib il ­

i ty  a n d  a c c o u n ta b il i ty . In  th is  c o n te x t  th e  “ in i t ia te ” s im p ly  

m e a n s  th e  o ffic ia l m e m b e r  o f  th e  p h a r a o n ic  s ta te  w h o  is a b le

172. E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  Id ea  in to  Im a g e,  p .  4 8 .

173 . J n n  A s s m a n n ,  “ C o n f e s s i o n  in  A n c i c n t  E g y p t , ”  i n  T r a n s for m a t ion s  o f  

t h e  I n n e r  S e l f  in  A n c ie n t  R e lig io n s ,  e d .  J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  

( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  1 9 9 9 ) ,  p .  2 3 6 .

174. I b id .,  p .  2 4 0 .
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to  m a n a g e  a n d  p r e s e n t  h im s e lf  a s  a  s u b s t i tu te  ( a lb e i t  in w a rd ­

ly  a n d  m y s tic a lly )  fo r  th e  k in g —e ith e r  id e a lly  p a t te r n e d  a s  

H o r u s ’ im a g e , o r  a s  th e  “ m u m m if ie d ” a n d  re a n im a te d  O s ir is  

im a g e . F in a lly , th r o u g h  th e  re s to re d  a kh -id e n ti ty , h e  h o p e s  to  

b e  lik e  a  l iv in g  g o d  a n d  s ta n d  in  th e  s u n  b a r q u e .

A lth o u g h  th e  s ta n d a r d  N ew  K in g d o m  E g y p tia n  is a  p o ­

l i t ic a l ly  r e s p o n s ib le  d e v o te e  o f  A m u n  a n d  d o e s  n o t  fe e l lik e  

a  g n o s tic  s t r a n g e r  in  th is  w o r ld , d e a th  ( m u t) a n d  in i t ia t io n  

th r o u g h  th e  O s ir ia n  s u f fe r in g  a n d  r e b ir th  se e m s  to  b e  h is  

o n ly  g a te w a y  to  th e  n o e tic  re a lm  o f  R a . A ss m a n n  a rg u e s  th a t  

th e  g o d s  a re  to  b e  c o n f r o n te d  “o n ly  b y  p r ie s ts , in d ir e c tly  in  a 

s ta tu e  r i tu a l  o r  d ir e c tly  a f te r  d e a th ”, 175 w h e n  th e  E g y p tia n  in  

th e  fo rm  o f  h is  ba  a p p e a ls  to  th e  c o u r t  o f  O s ir is  fo r  ju s t ic e :

He  does  not accuse the  gods  for his  mis for tune , nor  docs  he 

perce ive his  suffe rings  as unjus t punis hme nts  for crimes  he 

d id  not commit. He  knows  that the  gods  do  not interfere  in 

huma n affairs , and that a huma n be ing  is expos ed to a ll kinds  

o f mis for tune s  that have no th ing  to do  with the  gods  and 

have no re ligious  s ignificance  whatsoever. They jus t  occur. 

The only  way to address  the  gods  and to ente r into forms  o f 

be long ing  and conne ctivity  that b ind  him to the  gods  is to die  

and to present hims e lf to the  judge me nt  o f the  de a d.176

P ro c lu s  p ro v id e s  th e  fo llo w in g  a c c o u n t , w h ic h  p re s e n ts  a n  

a n a lo g o u s  b u t  d if f e re n t  s to r y  o f  ro y a l s u c c e s s io n  a n d  c y c lic  

r e g re s s io n , b a s e d  o n  th e  m y th  o f  th e  T i ta n ic  a c t o f  v io le n c e . 

H e re  th e  d is m e m b e r m e n t o f  D io n y s u s  ( th a t  p a r t ly  fo llo w s  

th e  O s ir ia n  p a t te r n )  r e p re s e n ts  th e  p ro c e e d in g  o f  th e  O n e  

in to  th e  M a n y . P ro c lu s  sa y s:

175 . J a n  A s s m a n n ,  “A  D i a l o g u e  B e t w e e n  S e l f  a n d  S o u l :  P a p y r u s  B e r l i n  

3 0 2 4 , ”  i n  S e l f  S o u l a n d  B o d y  in  R e lig io u s  E x p e r ie n ce ,  c d .  A l b e r t  I .  B a u m g a r t c n  

w i t h  J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 8 ) ,  p .  3 8 8 .

176 . I b id . ,  p p .  4 0 0 - 0 1.
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Orphe us  the  the ologian had hande d down three  races o f 

man: first the  go lde n, which he  says Phanes  gove rne d; second 

the  silver, which he says the  mighty  Kronos  ruled; third the  

T itanic , which he says Zeus  as sembled from the  T itanic  limbs ; 

th inking  that in these three categories  every form o f huma n 

life was inc lude d (In  R em p. 11.74- 75; O rph.frag. 140).177

Y et a n o th e r  v e r s io n  is p re s e n te d  in  th e  s o -c a lle d  R h a p so d ic  

T heogony ( th e  H iero i L ogoi in  24  R h a p so d ies) . In  a  r e la te d  p ra y e r  

to  A p o llo -H e lio s  (a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  O r p h ic  R h a p s o d ie s )  

th is  p o e m  is d e s c r ib e d  a s  th e  tw e lf th  r e v e la tio n  o f  O r p h e u s .178 

A c c o rd in g  to  th is  O r p h ic  th e o g o n y , c u r r e n t  a m o n g  th e  la te  

N e o p la to n is ts  (e s p e c ia lly  P ro c lu s , D a m a s c iu s  a n d  O ly m p i-  

o d o r u s ) ,  th e re  w e re  s ix  s u c c e s s iv e  d iv in e  k in g d o m s  r u le d  b y  

P h a n e s , N ig h t, U ra n o s , K ro n o s , Z e u s  a n d  D io n y s u s  r e s p e c ­

tiv e ly . P h a n e s  re ig n s  b e fo re  N ig h t  in  th is  a c c o u n t , a n d  h is  

re ig n  ( u n d e r s to o d  b o th  m e ta p h y s ic a lly  a n d  a s  a  p e d a g o g ic a l  

m y th  o f  p e r f e c t  p o lite ia ) is s o m e w h a t a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  re ig n  

o f  R a . D io n y s u s  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  O s ir is , w h o  c o m e s  b a c k  to  

life  a t  th e  le v e l o f  a n im a  m u n d i— n o t  o n ly  a s  th e  r u le r  o f  D u a t 

( th e  N e th e r w o r ld , ta n ta m o u n t  to  h is  o w n , o r  N u t- H a th o r ’s , 

b o d y - te m p le ) , b u t  a ls o  a s  a  m o d e l fo r  th e  d e c e a s e d , th a t  is , 

fo r  th e  “ in i t ia te ” a n d  “p h i lo s o p h e r ” .

T h e  m a in  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  E g y p tia n  a n d  th e  H e l ­

le n ic  m o d e ls  is th a t  th e  a tta in m e n t  o f  life  (a n k h ) in  th e  n o e tic  

H e lio p o lis  d e p e n d s  n o t  o n ly  u p o n  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p ie ty , b u t  

( f ir s t  o f  a ll)  u p o n  s e rv ic e  to  th e  E g y p tia n  h o ly  s ta te  a n d  to  

th e  p h a r a o h , th e  s o n  o f  R a , s u c k le d  b y  th e  g o d d e s s  H a th o r .179 

In  th e  fo rm  o f  th e  £ a - s ta tu e , lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  s p e c ia l m a n ­

s io n s  (w ro n g ly  d e s ig n a te d  a s  “ m o r tu a r y  te m p le s ” b y  m o d ­

e rn  s c h o la r s ) , h e  is e x p e c te d  to  s p e n d  “ m illio n s  o f  y e a r s ” in

177 . V e l v e t  Y a t e s ,  T h e T it a n ic  Or ig in  o f  H u m a n s :  T he M e lia n  N y m p h s  a n d  

Z a g r eu s , p .  19 4 .

178 . M . L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s, p .  2 2 7 .

17 9 . D i e t r i c h  W i l d u n g ,  E g y p t ia n  S a in t s :  D e if ica t io n  in  P h a r a o n ic  E g y p t  

( N e w  Y o r k :  N e w  Y o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  2 0 .
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m y s tic  u n io n  w ith  th e  d e i ty .180 H is  m u m m y  ( th e  s y m b o lic  im ­

a g e  o f  O s ir is )  is  th e  e x e m p la r y  re c e iv e r  o f  life  (shesep ra n kh ) , 

o f  th e  re v iv in g  s o la r  ra y s , th u s  b e c o m in g  “ h is  h ie ro g ly p h ic  

s p e ll g e n e r a tin g  h is  im m o r ta li ty ”, 181 a n d  s h o w in g  th e  th e u rg ic  

w a y  to  h is  “ in i t ia te s ” — th e  b u r e a u c r a tic  a n d  p r ie s tly  s ta f f . In  

th is  r e s p e c t , h e  is th e  d e a th - c o n q u e r in g  im m o r ta l H o r u s , th e  

g o ld e n  F a lc o n . A s A la n  S e g a l re m a rk s : “ E v e n tu a lly , o r d in a r y  

E g y p tia n s  u n d e r s to o d  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  p a r t  

o f  th e i r  liv e s , b y  im ita t in g  th e  P h a ra o h ’s p a th  th r o u g h  th e  u n ­

d e rw o r ld . T h e  a f te r lif e  b e c a m e  th e  m ir r o r  o f  th e  s e lf .” 182 

S in c e  “ th e  t r u e  a n d  e te rn a l  lif e ” b e g in s  (o r  r a th e r , is re ­

g a in e d )  o n ly  w ith  d e a th , th e  te rm  a n k h u , “ th e  l iv in g  o n e s ”, 

a s  G e r h a rd  H a e n y  a p t ly  s u rm is e s , is u s e d  in  a  d o u b le  s e n s e : 

“o f  th o s e  a liv e  o n  e a r th  a s  w e ll a s  o f  th o s e  l iv in g  in  th e  

h e r e a f te r ” .183

X V I I I

T h e  la n g u a g e  o f  P la to  d e s c r ib in g  th e  F o rm s  is r e m in is c e n t o f  

th e  P a r m e n id e a n  a n d  O r p h ic  r e v e la tio n s . T h is  is n o t  p re s u m a ­

b ly  a n  a n a c h r o n is t ic  “ P la to n ic ” r e a d in g  o f  P a rm e n id e s , a s  c e r ­

ta in  m o d e rn  h is to r ia n s  o f  H e lle n ic  p h i lo s o p h y  w o u ld  c la im . 

P a rm e n id e s ’ o th e rw o r ld ly  jo u r n e y  to  th e  p o in t  w h e re  a ll  th e  

o p p o s ite s  m e e t, o r  a re  t r a n s c e n d e d , r e p e a ts  th a t  o f  H e ra c le s  

a n d  O r p h e u s . A c c o rd in g  to  K in g s le y : “ E v e ry o n e  ru n s  fro m  

d e a th  so  e v e ry o n e  ru n s  a w a y  fro m  w is d o m . . . . P a r m e n id e s ’ 

jo u r n e y  ta k e s  h im  in  e x a c tly  th e  o p p o s ite  d ir e c tio n . . . .  T o

1 8 0 . G e r h a r d  H a e n y ,  “ N e w  K i n g d o m  ‘M o r t u a r y  T e m p l e s ’ a n d  ‘ M a n ­

s i o n s  o f  M i l l i o n s  o f  Y e a r s , ’ ”  i n  T em p les  o f  A n cie n t  E g y p t , c d .  B y r o n  E .  S h a f e r  

( L o n d o n :  I .  B .  T a u r i s ,  1 9 9 8 ) ,  p .  8 6 .

181 . A l a n  F . S e g a l ,  L if e  a f le r  D ea t h :  A  H is tor y  o f  t h e  A f t e r lif e  in  W estern  

R elig io n  ( N e w  Y o r k :  D o u b l c d a y ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p .  5 0 .

18 2 .  I b id . ,  p .  6 9 .

1 8 3 . G e r h a r d  H a e n y ,  ib id .,  p .  9 2 .
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d ie  b e fo re  y o u  d ie , n o  lo n g e r  to  liv e  o n  th e  s u rfa c e  o f  y o u rs e lf : 

th is  is w h a t P a rm e n id e s  is p o in t in g  to .” 184

I t  is n o  s u rp r is e  th a t  P a rm e n id e s  a r t ic u la te d  th e  e p is te m o -  

lo g ic a l a n d  o n to lo g ic a l  c a te g o r ie s  fu n d a m e n ta l  to  P la to n is m . 

T h e  d e l ib e ra te ly  p r o - P la to n ic  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  P a r m e n id e s ’ 

“ u n m o v in g  h e a r t  o f  w e ll- ro u n d e d  T ru th ” ( a le th e ies eu ku kleo s  

a trem es e to r : 1.2 9 )185 w a s  c o m m o n  a m o n g  la te r  P la to n is ts . 

T h e re fo re , P la to ’s a c tu a l  r e c e p tio n  o f  P a rm e n id e s  m u s t i ts e lf  

b e  im p o r ta n t  fo r  a n  h is to r ic a lly  r e le v a n t in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  

P a rm e n id e s  p o e m , a  r e c e p tio n  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  P h a ed ru s m y th  

a n d  P la to ’s c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  s o u l to  a  c h a r io te e r  w ith  a  p a ir  

o f  w in g e d  h o r s e s , n o t  u n lik e  th e  h o rs e s  o f  P h a n e s  “c o n v e y e d  

h e re  a n d  th e re  b y  g o ld e n  w in g s ” (H e rm e ia s , In  P h a ed r. 1 4 2 .1 3  

ff; O rph . F rag. 7 8 ). A c c o rd in g  to  J o h n  P a lm e r, H e rm e ia s  p r o p ­

e r ly  c o n n e c te d  P la to ’s im a g e  o f  th e  c h a r io t  w ith  a n a lo g o u s  

im a g e s  u s e d  b y  O r p h e u s  a n d  P a rm e n id e s . H e  c r itic is e s  L e o n ­

a rd o  T a ra n ’s a s s e r t io n , n a m e ly , th a t  in  P a rm e n id e s  n o th in g  

s u g g e s ts  th e  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  c h a r io t  w ith  th e  s o u l, a s  a b ­

s u rd , s a y in g : “ S u g g e s ts  to  w h o m ?  C e r ta in ly  n o t  to  o n e  w h o  

w o u ld  h a v e  r e c o g n iz e d , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  p a r a l le ls  b e tw e e n  

th e  p ro e m  a n d  O r p h ic  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  in i t ia te ’s e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

th e  a f te r lif e .” 186

R e g a rd in g  P la to ’s d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  F o rm s  in  P a rm e n id e -  

a n  la n g u a g e , P a lm e r  a rg u e s  th a t  b o th  th e  P h a ed ru s  a n d  th e  

R ep u b lic  m y th s  in c o r p o r a te  c e r ta in  P a rm e n id e a n  a n d  O r p h ic  

e le m e n ts  in to  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a  re v e la tio n  o f  p u r e  B e in g  th a t  

re p e a ts  th e  r e v e la tio n  re c e iv e d  in  P a rm e n id e s ’s anabasis·.

Each reve lation in the  R epublic takes place  only  afte r the  

s oul’s jour ne y  to an our anian (pos s ibly hype rour anian) re ­

184 . P e t e r  K i n g s l e y ,  In  t h e  D a r k  P la ce s  o f  W isd om  ( I n v e r n e s s ,  C A :  T h e  

G o l d e n  S u f i  C e n t e r ,  1 9 9 9 ) ,  p p .  6 4 - 6 5 .

185 . R a y m o n d  A d o l p h  P r i e r ,  A  r ch a ic  L og ic:  S y m b o l a n d  S t r u ctu r e  in  H er a k -  

lit u s , Pa r m en id es , a n d  E m p ed o cle s  ( T h e  H a g u e :  M o u t o n ,  19 7 6 ) ,  p .  9 7 .

186 . J o h n  A .  P a l m e r ,  P la t o ’s R ece p t io n  o f  Pa r m en id es  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  

P r e s s ,  1 9 9 9 ) ,  p .  18 .
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g ion. If  e ithe r  is s uppos e d to have  a Par me nide an ana logue — 

that is, if the  myth o f Er does  inde e d draw upo n Parme ­

nides —the n . . .  it implie s  an inte rpre ta tion o f the  proe m as 

ascent. . . . Because o f the  presence in the  proe m o f image ry 

o f the  Or p h ic  initia te ’s pos t- mortem exper ience  as de scribed 

in the  verses on the  go ld  lame llae  . . .  it w ould  be  s tra ightfor ­

ward for Pla to  to inte rpre t the  proe m as Par me nide s ’ account 

o f his  own after life  expe rience  (or  s ome thing  ana logous  to 

it s uch as a dre am). The  conne ctions  be tween Par me nide s ’ 

proe m and P la to’s myths  are unlike ly  to be  mere ly a func t ion 

o f the ir  ha ving  a common source  in Or p h ic  and Pythagore an 

e schatology. . . . Parme nides  w ould have seemed unique  in 

pr ovid ing  a mode l for bo th  the  conte nt  and the  conditions  o f 

the  unfe tte re d s oul’s vis ion o f Be ing. The theore tical c o m p o ­

ne nt  o f this  pos t- mortem vis ion is . . . P la to’s view that le arn ­

ing  essentially involves  a process  o f re collection. The s ymbio ­

sis be tween the  recollection theory and the  reve lation the me  

is clearest at Phaedrus 249b6- c4. . . .  187

In d e e d , fo r  P la to , “ le a r n in g  is n o th in g  b u t  r e c o l le c t io n ” 

(m a th esis o u k  a lio  t i  e a n a m n esis. . . . P h a ed . 7 2 e 5 -6 ), a n d  th is  

re c o lle c tio n  c o n s t i tu te s  a  n o n - p r o p o s i t io n a l  a n d  n o n - re p re -  

s e n ta t io n a l  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  F o rm s . P re s u m a b ly , th is  k n o w l ­

e d g e  is in f a ll ib le , a n d  b e lo n g s  to  th e  id e a l k n o w e rs , l ik e n e d  to  

g o d s . S u c h  k n o w e rs  e n te r  th e  “ d iv in e  c o n s te l la t io n ” e i th e r  b y  

m e a n s  o f  d ia le c tic , th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  r i tu a l ,  o r  a f te r  d e a th . 

T h e  p ro c e s s  o f  m y s ta g o g y  ( e d u c a tio n  im a g in e d  a s  re c o lle c ­

t io n )  is lik e  a d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  “ th e -o n e -w h o - lo v e s -k n o w l-  

e d g e ” a n d  a  d e ity , “ H e -w h o -p ra is e s -k n o w le d g e ” ( a n d , in  fa c t, 

re v e a ls  k n o w le d g e ) , n a m e ly , T h o th  in  th e  L a te  P e r io d  E g y p ­

t ia n  B ook o fT h o th .m

187 . I b id . ,  p p .  2 2 - 2 3 .

18 8 . R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  T h e A n c ie n t  E g y p t ia n  

B o o k  o f  T hoth : A  D e m o t ic  D is co u r se  on  K n o w led g e a n d  P en d a n t  t o  t h e  Cla s s ica l 

H er m et ica . V o lu m e 1: T ex t  ( W i e s b a d e n :  H a r r a s s o w i t z  V e r l a g ,  2 0 0 5 ) ,  p .  3 .
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T h e  P a rm e n id e a n  a n d  P la to n ic  lo v e r  o f  k n o w le d g e  is a k in  

to  th e  d iv in e  a n d  im m o r ta l B e in g , th u s  re a ff irm in g  th e  “ t r u ­

e s t n a tu r e  o f  th e  s o u l” . O n ly  th e  q u a lif ie d  P la to n ic  p h ilo so p h o s 

is p u r if ie d  to  s u c h  a  d e g re e  th a t  h e  a c h ie v e s  w h a t o th e r s  d o  

n o t , n a m e ly , th e  r e a lis a t io n  o f  h is  a ff in ity  (su ng enes) w ith  th e  

d iv in e . C o n s e q u e n tly , b y  b e c o m in g  re a l k n o w e rs — th a t  is , 

b y  im ita t in g  ( m im e isth a i) th e  F o rm s  a n d  m a k in g  th e m s e lv e s  

lik e n e s s e s  o f  th e m — p h ilo s o p h e r s  b e c o m e  a k in  to  th e  n o e tic  

F o rm s .189 O r  p u t  o th e rw is e , th e y  b e c o m e  lik e  th e  e te r n a l  h i ­

e ro g ly p h s  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a kh u .

A s G e rs o n  e x p la in s , “ th e  p e r s o n  a c h ie v e s  h is  tr u e  n a tu r e  in  

k n o w in g  F o rm s ” ; a n d  th is  p e r s o n  is n o t  a  h u m a n  b e in g , b e ­

c a u s e  th e  h u m a n  b o d y  d o e s  n o t  b e lo n g  id e a lly  to  o n e ’s id e n ­

tity . O n ly  b y  a c q u ir in g  k n o w le d g e  d o e s  th e  r ig h te o u s  “d e a d  

m a n ” a c q u ir e  a  n e w  id e n ti ty , b e c a u s e  k n o w le d g e  e n ta ils  s e lf ­

t r a n s f o r m a t io n .190 A n d  th is  d e s ir e d  id e n ti ty  is a  n o e tic  o r  d i ­

v in e  id e n ti ty  o f  s o r ts .

H o w e v e r, i f  p h i lo s o p h y  is  n o th in g  b u t  a  p r a c tic e  fo r  d y in g  

a n d  b e in g  d e a d  (P h a ed . 6 4 a .5 -6 ; 6 7 d .7 -1 0 ), th e n  p h ilo s o p h y , 

in  its  in i t ia l  p u r if ic a to r y  p h a s e  a t  le a s t, is  th e  O s ir ia n  w a y  o f  

life , in  s p ite  o f  a n y  re lu c ta n c e  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  th e o lo g ic a l 

id e n ti ty  o f  O s ir is  a n d  D io n y s u s . A n d  O r p h e u s  m a y  b e  c a lle d  

“ th e  firs t p h i lo s o p h e r ” (a s  D io g e n e s  L a e r tiu s  a s s e r ts  a n d  

q u e s tio n s : V itae  1 .5 ), b u t  o n ly  in  th e  s a m e  m e ta p h o r ic a l  a n d  

th o ro u g h ly  “s lo g a n is e d ” s e n s e  in  w h ic h  Im h o te p , th e  s o n  o f  

P ta h , “s u c c e s s fu l in  h is  a c tio n s , g r e a t  in  m ira c le s ”, is “ th e  f irs t 

p h i lo s o p h e r ” o f  th e  E g y p tia n s .

T h e  P la to n ic  m y th  ( m u th o s) w h ic h , p re s u m a b ly , “ r e p re ­

s e n ts  p h i lo s o p h y ’s c u lm in a t io n ”, 191 is th e  O rp h ic o -P y th a g -  

o re a n  s o te r io lo g ic a l  m a n ife s to . F o r a c c o rd in g  to  P la to , th e  

s o u ls  o f  p io u s  p h ilo s o p h e r - g n o s tic s  ( th e  k n o w e rs  o f  Id e a s , o r  

F o rm s) a re  p u r if ie d  o f  th e  m o r ta l  b o d y  a n d  th e re b y  jo in  th e

189 . L l o y d  P . G e r s o n ,  K n o w in g  Per son s: A  S tu d y  in  P la t o ,  p p .  12 8 - 2 9 .

1 9 0 . I b id . ,  p .  115 .

191. K a t h r y n  A .  M o r g a n ,  M y th  a n d  Ph ilo so p h y  f r o m  t h e  Pr eso cr a t ics  to P la to ,  

p .  18 5 .
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im m o r ta l g o d s . P h ilo s o p h e r s  a re  d e s tin e d  fo r  th e  Is le s  o f  th e  

B le s t, th e re fo re  S o c ra te s  c o n s id e r s  i t  m o s t f i t t in g  fo r  th o s e  

w h o  a re  a b o u t  to  m a k e  th e  o th e rw o r ld ly  jo u r n e y  “ to  e x a m ­

in e  a n d  m y th o lo g is e ” (d ia sko p e in  te  k a i m u th o lo g e in ) a b o u t  it 

(P h a ed r. 6 1 e l- 3 ) .192

X I X

H u m a n  le a rn in g  m a y  b e  c o n tr a s te d  to  th e  d iv in e  o m n is c ie n c e  

a s  d is c u rs iv e  r e a s o n in g  is to  N e o p la to n ic  in te l le c t io n  ( n oesis) . 

T h e  f irs t is a  s o r t  o f  d ia le c tic  w h ic h  u s e s  c la s s ify in g  d iv is io n  

a n d  c o l le c t io n , a n d  s tr iv e s  fo r  r a t io n a l  “s c ie n tif ic  k n o w le d g e ” ; 

th e  s e c o n d  a  k in d  o f  n o n -d is c u rs iv e  d ia le c tic  w h ic h  ru le s  o u t  

n o t  o n ly  t r a n s i t io n  fro m  s u b je c t  to  p re d ic a te , b u t  e v e n  la n ­

g u a g e  its e lf , a n d  w h ic h  n o e r ic a lly  c o n te m p la te s  a n d  a p p r e ­

h e n d s  a ll th a t  is a s  a  to tu m  s im u l.m

T h is  noesis is s o m e th in g  m o re  th a n  th e  ty p e  o f  r a t io n a l  o r  

in te lle c tu a l  a c tiv ity  c a p a b le  o f  p r o d u c in g  c o h e re n t te x ts , sy s ­

te m s  a n d  in te r p r e ta t io n s , b e c a u s e  i t  im p lie s  th e  s o u l’s id e n ­

t i ty  ( o r  a f f in ity  w ith )  ta  n o eta  ( th e  F o rm s ) . S u c h  id e n ti ty  a t  th e  

le v e l o f  N o u s m a y  b e  d e s ig n a te d  a s  s a lv a tio n  a c h ie v e d  e ith e r  

b y  th e  u n i ty  o f  s o u l a n d  in te lle c t, o r  b y  “ th e  re f le c tio n  in  th e  

lo g ic a l s o u l o f  noeseis in  th e  fo rm  o f  e n n o ia i”,m  th a t  is , in  th e  

fo rm  o f  i l lu m in a t in g  th o u g h ts  a n d  m y s tic a l in s ig h ts .

T h e  m a in  d r iv in g  fo rc e  o f  P la to n ic  p a id e ia  is n o t  s im p ly  a  

o n e -s id e d  logos, b u t  th e  g o d -g iv e n  eros, th a t  is , o n e ’s s t r iv in g  

fo r  u n if ic a tio n  w ith  th e  s u p r e m e  arche  a n d  th e  d e s ir e  o f  n o e tic  

im m o r ta li ty  th r o u g h  th e  d a im o n  th a t  G o d  h a s  g iv e n  to  e a c h  

o f  u s . P la to  sa y s : “A n d  so  fa r  a s  it  is  p o s s ib le  fo r  h u m a n  n a tu r e  

to  h a v e  a  s h a re  in  im m o r ta lity , h e  w ill n o t  in  a n y  d e g re e  la c k

19 2 . I b id . ,  p .  19 4 .

193 . A . C .  L l o y d ,  T h e A n a t o m y  o f  N eo p la to n is m  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  

19 9 1) ,  p .  16 5 .

19 4 .  A n d r e w  S m i t h ,  P o r p h y r y ’s  P la ce  in  t h e  N e o p la t o n ic  T r a d it ion :  A  S tu d y  

in  Po s t -P lo t in ia n  N eo p la to n ism  ( T h e  H a g u e :  M a r t i n u s  N i jh o fT ,  19 7 4 ) ,  p .  5 3 .
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th is . A n d  b e c a u s e  h e  a lw a y s  ta k e s  c a re  o f  th a t  w h ic h  is  d iv in e , 

a n d  h a s  th e  d a im o n  th a t  liv e s  w ith  h im  w e ll o r d e r e d  ( eu  keko- 

sm em en o n ), h e  w ill b e  s u p re m e ly  h a p p y  ( eu d a im o n ) ” ( T heaet. 

9 0 c ). G re g o ry  V la s to s  th e re fo re  c o n n e c ts  P la to ’s th e o ry  o f  

lo v e  w ith  h is  “ re lig io u s  m y s tic is m ”, a r g u in g  th a t  th e  c o n v e r ­

g e n c e  o f  m a n ia  a n d  n ou s in  lo v e  sh o w s  P la to ’s a f f in ity  to  th e  

“o rg ia s t ic  D io n y s ia n  r i te s ” . 195

S in c e  th e  e m b o d ie d  s o u l is  “ d is m e m b e r e d ” a n d  “s c a t ­

t e r e d ” lik e  O s ir is , its  r e c o lle c tio n , r e s to r a tio n  a n d  a s c e n t to  

th e  O n e  b y  m e a n s  o f  N o u s is  r e la te d  to  th e  s o u l’s g o in g  “o u t  o f  

its  m in d  d r u n k  w ith  th e  n e c ta r ”, a s  P lo tin u s  w o u ld  sa y  (E n n . 

V I .7 .3 5 .2 5 -2 6 ), th a t  is , o u t  o f  its  d is c u rs iv e  log ism os. T h e re fo re  

S h a w  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  r a t io n a l  th in k in g  fo r  P la to  “ h a s  a  p u r e ly  

c a th a r t ic  f u n c t io n ”, b e c a u s e  th e  s o u l’s p u r if ic a tio n  a n d  th e  

s u b s e q u e n t r e s to r a tio n  o f  i ts  lo s t  d iv in ity  “ w a s  th e  w a y  o f  P la ­

to n ic  p a id e ia , a n d  w h ile  a  w e ll-e x e rc is e d  s k ill in  r a t io n a l  a n a l ­

y s is  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  s t r ip  th e  s o u l o f  fa lse  b e lie f s , it  c o u ld  

n e v e r  a w a k e n  i t  to  its  in n a te  d ig n ity .” 196

T h is  te a c h in g  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  ka th a rsis  a s  a  w a y  o f  re ­

le a s e  fro m  th e  w h e e l o f  r e b ir th  a n d  e n tr y  to  e v e r la s t in g  n o e t ­

ic  b lis s — th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  r u l in g  th e  w h o le  c o s m o s  w ith  th e  

g o d s  (m o v in g  in  th e  b a r q u e  o f  R a  o r  fo llo w in g  th e  c h a r io t  

o f  Z e u s )— is b a s e d  o n  “a  r e l ig io u s  d o c tr in e , w h ic h  P la to  to o k  

o v e r  fro m  O r p h ic s  o r  P y th a g o r e a n s , a  d o c t r in e  o f  s in , p u r g a ­

to ry , r e in c a r n a tio n , a n d  e v e n tu a l p u r if ic a tio n ”, a c c o r d in g  to  

D a v id  B o s to c k .197

T h e re fo re , th e  P la to n ic  le a r n in g  it in e r y  fo llo w s  th e  e te rn a l  

s ta n d a r d s  (p a ra d e ig m a ta ) e s ta b l is h e d  in  d iv in e  re a lity , a n d  

c o n s e q u e n tly  a s s o c ia te s  th e  id e a l o f  c o n te m p la tin g  ( th e o rd n ) 

w ith  th a t  o f  s e rv in g  o r  “ c a r in g  f o r ” ( th e ra p e u e in ) th e  d iv in i ­

195 . G r e g o r y  V l a s t o s ,  “ T h e  I n d i v i d u a l  a s  a n  O b j e c t  o f  L o v e  in  P l a t o , ”  i n  

P la to ,  c d .  G a i l  F i n e  ( O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p p .  6 3 8 - 3 9 .

196 . G r e g o r y  S h a w ,  “A f t e r  A p o r i a :  T h e u r g y  i n  L a t e r  P l a t o n i s m , ”  i n  7Tie 

J o u r n a l o f  N e o p la t o n ic  S tu d ie s ,  v o l .  V ,  n o . i ,  F a l l  19 9 6 ,  p p .  5 - 6 .

197 . D a v i d  B o s t o c k ,  “ T h e  S o u l  a n d  I m m o r t a l i t y  i n  P l a t o ’s  P h a e d o , ”  i n  

P la to ,  c d .  G a i l  F i n e  ( O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p. 8 9 3 .

77



O r p h eu s  a n d  t h e  R o o t s  o f  P la to n is m

ty .198 S in c e  G o d  is th e  m e a s u re  o f  a ll th in g s  a n d  th e  s ta n d a r d  

fo r  ju s t ic e ,  to  b e c o m e  lik e  G o d , fo r  P la to , m e a n s  to  b e c o m e  

j u s t ,  h o ly  ( hosio tes) a n d  w ise , fo r  h e  sa y s : “A n d  th a t  is w h y  w e 

s h o u ld  a ls o  t r y  to  e s c a p e  f ro m  h e re  to  th e r e  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  w e  

c a n . T o  e s c a p e  is  to  b e c o m e  lik e  g o d  s o  f a r  a s  i t  is p o s s ib le  

(p h u g e  d e  h o m o io sis th eo i k a ta  to  d u n a to n ) ,  a n d  to  b e c o m e  lik e  

g o d  is to  b e c o m e  j u s t  a n d  h o ly , to g e th e r  w ith  w is d o m ” (T he- 

a e t. 1 7 6 a ) .199

T h e  e ro tic  p a th w a y  to  w is d o m  is p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  p r ie s te s s  

D io tim a  (w h o s e  n a m e  m e a n s  “ h o n o u r  o f  g o d ” ) o f  M a n tin e a  

( r e la te d  to  m a n tis , “ p r o p h e t” o r  “s e e r” ) .200 H e r  ta s k  a s  th e  id e ­

a l P la to n ic  m y s ta g o g u e  is to  d e s tr o y  th e  in i t ia te ’s c o n s tr u c te d  

“o ld  s e l f ” fo llo w in g  th e  O r p h ic  s p ir i tu a l  m e th o d : “ N o  id e ­

o lo g y  c o u ld  s u rv iv e  D io tim a ’s s c ru tin y ,” a s  R a p p e  o b s e rv e s : 

“ m in d  a n d  b o d y  a r is e  to g e th e r  a s  m u tu a lly  c o n d it io n e d  c o n ­

s t r u c tio n s . S e lf - id e n ti ty  e b b s  a w a y  in  th e  flo w  o f  m e m o ry  

w h ile  c o n s c io u s n e s s  d is a p p e a r s  w ith o u t  a  tra c e  o f  its  p re v io u s  

c o n te n ts .”201 T h e  lo v e r  o f  w is d o m  in  h is  u p w a rd  m o v e m e n t 

h o p e s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  a b s o lu te  B e a u ty  (m etech e i ekein o u  

to u  k a lo u ) ,  a n d  n o t  s im p ly  a r r iv e  a t  a  “ c le a r  d e f in i t io n ” b y  u s ­

in g  d iv is io n  ( d ia iresis) a n d  c o lle c tio n  (sunagoge) in  th e  m a n ­

n e r  o f  a  p r ie s t  d is s e c tin g  a  s a c r if ic ia l a n im a l (h o io n  h iereion : 

S o p h . 287c 3 ) .202

T h e  s o u l o f  th e  d ia le c tic ia n  is a b le  “ to  se e  th e  t r u th ” 

(a le th e ia  h o ra ta i: R ep . 5 2 7 c 3 ) o n ly  w h e n  it r e a c h e s  th e  “ lim it 

o f  th e  in te l l ig ib le ” ( to u  n o eto u  tele i: R e p . 5 3 2 b 2 ) . H o w e v e r, th e  

d ia le c tic a l  p ro c e d u r e  o f  “e x h a u s tiv e  c la s s if ic a tio n ” c a r r ie d  

o u t  b y  to r tu o u s  d iv is io n , c o lle c tio n  a n d  d e f in itio n  is  v ie w e d

1 9 8 . D a v i d  S c d l e y ,  “ T h e  I d e a l  o f  G o d l i k e n e s s , ”  i n  P la t o ,  e d .  G a i l  F i n e  

( O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  8 10 .

19 9 . I b id . ,  p .  7 9 4 .

2 0 0 .  K e n n e t h  M .  S a y r e ,  P la t o ’s  L it er a r y  Ga r d en :  H o w  to R e a d  a  P la t o n ic  

D ia lo g u e  ( N o t r e  D a m e  a n d  L o n d o n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o t r e  D a m e  P r e s s ,  19 9 5 ) ,  

p .  10 8 .

2 0 1.  S a r a  R a p p e ,  R e a d in g  N eo p la to n ism :  N o n -d iscu r sw e  T h in k in g  in  t h e  T ex ts  

o f  P lo t in u s , Pr o clu s , a n d  D a m a s ciu s ,  p .  15 2 .

2 0 2 .  K e n n e t h  M .  S a y r e ,  ib id .,  p .  14 g .
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a s  a  d iv in e ly  re v e a le d  p a th  ( hodos) ,  th a t  is , a s  a  “g if t  f ro m  

th e  g o d s  to  m e n ” (P h ileb . 1 6 c5 ; 1 6 b 5 ; 1 6 a 8 ).203 A c c o rd in g  to  

P la to , o n e  c a n  n e v e r  g a in  k n o w le d g e  ( ep istem e , n o t  m e re ly  

o p in io n )  b y  s im p ly  r e a s o n in g  a b o u t  s o m e th in g , b e c a u s e  o n e  

n e e d s  to  b e  “e n a m o u r e d ” b y  th e  “g o d ly  m e th o d ” . In  s h o r t , 

o n e  n e e d s  s o m e  k in d  o f  in d u c e m e n t in  o r d e r  to  tu r n  “ th e  ey e  

o f  th e  s o u l” (R e p . 5 4 0 a 7 ) u p w a rd  to w a rd s  th e  fin a l re v e la tio n  

o f  th e  B e a u tifu l a n d  th e  G o o d .

K e n n e th  S a y re  a rg u e s  th a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  g o a l to  b e  

a c h ie v e d  c a n n o t  b e  re a c h e d  s im p ly  b y  ta k in g  c e r ta in  s te p s  

in  th a t  d ir e c t io n , b e c a u s e  th e  P la to n ic  m ethodos h a s  n o th in g  

to  d o  w ith  “a  ro u tin e  p r o c e d u r e  fo r  c r a n k in g  o u t  c e r ta in  re ­

s u lts , lik e  th e  m e th o d  o f  lo n g  d iv is io n  in  a r i th m e t ic ” .204 H e  

e x p la in s :

The Gre ek te rm m ethodos com es from hodos (way) plus  m eta 

(in the  sense o f “according to”), so that a m ethodos lite rally is a 

pa th  or  a way that one  migh t  purs ue  to a give n goal. . . . P la ­

to ’s te rm d ia lektike, afte r a ll, is a de rivative  o f the  verb di- 

alegom ai, me aning  to converse with anothe r  pe rs on. And  the  

manne r  o f conve rs ation in que s tion is one  in which the  mas te r 

philos ophe r  directs  the  steps o f the  re lative  ne ophyte .205

X X

T h e  E g y p tia n  te rm  sia  is d if f ic u lt  to  re n d e r . H o w e v e r, D im itr i 

M e e k s  a n d  C h r is t in e  F a v a rd -M e e k s  m a in ta in  th a t  i t  d e s ig ­

n a te s  th e  s p e c ia l n o e tic  fa c u lty  “ th a t  e n a b le d  th e  g o d s  to  p e r ­

c e iv e  a n  e v e n t th e  in s ta n t  i t  o c c u r r e d , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  re a ­

s o n  fo r  its  o c c u r r e n c e ” .206 B e in g  th u s  e q u iv a le n t  to  n o e tic  i l ­

2 0 3 . I b id . ,  p .  15 0 .

2 0 4 .  I b id . ,  p .  16 0 .

2 0 5 . I b id .,  p p .  16 0  &  16 1.

2 0 6 . D i m i t r i  M e e k s  a n d  C h r i s t i n e  F a v a r d - M e e k s ,  D a ily  L if e  o f  t h e  E g y p ­

t ia n s  Go d s , p .  g j .
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lu m in a tio n  a n d  a ll- e m b ra c in g  g n o sis, ή α  p r e s u m a b ly  in c lu d e s  

a ll  p o s s ib le  k n o w le d g e , a n d  is fo u n d  in  A tu m -R a ’s s h in in g  

E y e  a s  i ts  u n iv e r s a l i r r a d ia t io n . I n  a  p a i r  w ith  H u  ( th e  c re a ­

tiv e  u tte r a n c e ) ,  th e  p e r s o n if ie d  S ia  (s o m e tim e s  in te r p r e te d  a s  

m e a n in g  “ p e r c e p t io n ” ) s ta n d s  in  th e  s o la r  b a r q u e  o f  R a:

This  capacity, which every go d  possessed in some  measure , 

was a dor ma nt  kind o f knowle dge  that be came  active  in the 

presence o f the  event that br ought  it out ; it e nable d a god 

to gras p, in the  fulles t sense o f the  word, what was g o ing  

on. It  made  it pos s ible  for  already e x is ting knowle dge , reac­

t ivated by a s ignal, to emerge  at the  cons cious  level. “Sign 

o f re cognition”, that  is the  bas ic me aning  o f the  wor d sia  in 

Egyptian. . . . T hus  was e s tablis he d a rathe r  clear- cut dis tinc ­

t ion be tween ή α , or  synthe tic knowle dge , and knowle dge  as 

te chnique  and praxis , ca lle d rekh. Sia  ope rate d like  an abs o ­

lute  in tuit ion  ir re ducible  to logical knowle dge . Rekh  implie d 

a way o f de fining  concepts  that  necessarily e nta ile d the  use 

o f speech, and, later, wr iting; they e ndowe d it with . . . the  

capacity to be  trans mitte d.207

H o w e v e r, o n e  c a n n o t  b e  s u re  th a t  th e  te rm  rekh  s im p ly  

m e a n s  s o m e th in g  lik e  d is c u rs iv e  o r  s c ie n tif ic -e n c y c lo p a e d ic  

k n o w le d g e . In  m a n y  c o n te x ts , rekh  is a n  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  in i ­

t ia to r y  g n o s is  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th e  s u c c e s s fu l a r r iv a l  a t  “ th e  s h o re  

o f  th e  g r e a t  is la n d ”, n a m e ly , th e  d iv in e  re a lm , a n d  fo r  a p p e a r ­

in g  a s  a  g o d .

T h e  d is c ip le  to  w h o m  th e  g o d  o f  w is d o m  re v e a ls  d if f e re n t  

ty p e s  o f  u s e fu l s c r ib a l , th e o lo g ic a l a n d  s c h o la r ly  k n o w le d g e  

in  th e  E g y p tia n  d e m o tic  B o ok o f  T hoth  is  th e  “ lo v e r  o f  w is d o m ” 

( m er-rekh ) , th a t  is , th e  “ p h i lo s o p h e r ” in  i ts  o r ig in a l  P y th a g o ­

re a n  s e n se .

R ic h a rd  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l-T h e o d o r  Z a u z ic h  a rg u e  th a t  th e  

ro le  o f  th e  m er-rekh  “ ra is e s  th e  p ro b le m  o f  in i t ia t io n  a n d  m y s ­

t ic is m ”, b e c a u s e  a m o n g  th e  g o a ls  o f  th e  m er-rekh  a re  p a r tic i-

2 0 7 . I b id .,  p p .  9 5 - 9 6 .
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p a t io n  in  a lc h e m ic a l tr a n s fo r m a tio n s  ( l i tu r g ie s , r i tu a ls , h e r ­

m e n e u tic a l e v e n ts )  in  th e  D u a t a n d  e v e n tu a lly  jo in in g  R a  in  

h is  s o la r  b a r q u e . T h e y  say :

We  know o f no examples  o f this  s tr iking Egypt ia n paralle l 

to Gre ek Philosophos outs ide  o f the  Book o f T hoth. . . . M er- 

rekh des ignates  the  a s pir ing  s tude nt or  s cholar  who desires to 

be  init ia te d into the  wis dom o f T hoth. . . . His  re la t ions hip 

with the  de ities  is a close one ; T hoth treats him vir tua lly  as a 

son. . . . 208

T h e  d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  T h e -o n e -o f -H e s e re t (T h o th )  a n d  

th e  m er-rekh  is m o d e lle d  o n  a n  in i t ia to r y  u n d e rw o r ld  d ia lo g u e  

e m p lo y e d  in  th e  l i te r a tu r e  o f  th e  N ew  K in g d o m . T h e  P la to n ic  

d ia lo g u e s  fo llo w  th is  p a t te r n . T h o u g h  th e  d e m o tic  B o o k  o f  

T h o th  i ts e lf  is p e r h a p s  la te r  th a n  P la to , its  p a t te r n s  a n d  id e a s  

a re  b a s e d  o n  th e  R a m e s s id e  th e o lo g ic a l rekh .

In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  p r ie s tly  m y s ta g o g y , Im h o te p  ( th e  c h ie f  

le c to r -p r ie s t  o f  H e lio p o lis )  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  id e a l s a g e  o r  

b e a r e r  o f  k n o w le d g e  ( rekh -ikh e t) . H e  is a  p a r a d ig m  fo r  e v e ry  

s u b s e q u e n t  E g y p tia n  p h ilo so p h o s , s in c e , th o u g h  d e s ig n a te d  

a s  th e  s o n  o f  P ta h , h e  w a s  a  m o r ta l  m a n  w h o s e  ba  a s c e n d ­

e d  to  h e a v e n  a n d  b e c a m e  a  g o d . C o n s e q u e n tly , Im h o te p  is 

th e  m o d e l fo r  th e  in i t ia to r y  d e a th  a n d  t r a n s fo r m a tio n  w h ic h  

e v e ry  m er-rekh  h o p e s  to  a c c o m p lis h .209 A s H o r n u n g  p la in ly  

s ta te s , th e re  is a c o n s ta n t  “g n o s t ic ” s tre s s  o n  k n o w le d g e  (m o s t 

f r e q u e n tly  s e c re t k n o w le d g e ) , “ th r o u g h  w h ic h  a lo n e , in  g o o d  

E g y p tia n  t r a d i t io n , s a lv a tio n  a n d  r e d e m p tio n  is a c h ie v e d ” .210

T h e  d ia le c t ic a l  a c tio n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  T h o th  (w h ic h  s u rv iv e s  

in  d a m a g e d  f r a g m e n ts )  p r o b a b ly  is s e t in  th e  m a n d a la - lik e

2 0 8 . R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  T h e A n cie n t  E g y p t ia n  

H ook  o f  Thoth: A  D e m o t ic  D isco u r se  on  K n ow led g e a n d  P e n d a n t  to t h e  Cla ss ica l 

H er m et ica . V olu m e i:  T ex t , p .  13 .

2 0 9 . I b id . ,  p .  19 .

2 10 .  E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  T h e S ecr et  L o r e  o f  E gy p t : I t s  Im p a ct  on  t h e  W est, t r .  

D a v i d  L o r t o n  ( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 1 ) ,  p .  4 4 .
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H o u s e  o f  L ife  (p e r  a n k h ) a n d  d ra m a tis e d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  

d iv in e  fe s tiv a ls  (a  c o n n e c tio n  a ls o  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  d ra m a tic  

s e t t in g  o f  c e r ta in  P la to n ic  d ia lo g u e s ) . J a s n o w  a n d  Z a u z ic h  

w rite :

There is lit t le  d o ub t  that the  cons t itue nt e lements  o f the  

Hous e  o f Life  could be  imbue d with s ymbolic  force; the  a u ­

thor  may conce ive  this  ins titu tion as re flecting the  unde rwor ld 

or, pe rhaps  be tter, the  divine  wor ld. Similar ly, the  a uthor  o f 

the  Book o f T hoth may some times  e mploy me taphor ical la n ­

guage . The process  o f a t ta in ing  mas tery o f s cr ibal knowle dge , 

for e xample , may mir r or  the deceased’s s tr iving to a tta in re ­

bir th . . . .  T he re upon the  m er-rekh praises  T hoth for his  advice , 

and expresses his  own hopes  for what amounts  a lmos t to a 

s pir itual re bir th. . . . The m er-rekh offers a re citation o f praise 

to T hoth or  Im ho te p  at the  festival o f Imhote p. He  expresses 

the  wish to jo in  his  e ntourage , be come  a seer, and wors hip Se-  

shat. The m er-rekh fur the r  procla ims  pe rsonal experience  and 

knowle dge  o f s uch events  as T hoth’s de feat o f the  enemies  o f 

Ra in the  unde rwor ld. . . .  He  introduce s  himse lf, ans we r ing 

the  que s tion: “Wh o  are you?” with the  words : “I am the  m er- 

rekh r-"

H e n c e , h e  is th e  “ lo v e r  o f  w is d o m ”, a n d  w is d o m  is e m b o d ie d  

b y  T h o th  to  w h o m  h e  a v o w s  h is  lo y a lty , s h o w in g  d e s ir e  to  

w o rs h ip  th is  g o d , p a r ta k e  in  h is  r i tu a ls  a n d  p ro c e s s io n s , a n d  

u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  h id d e n  s y m b o lic  m e a n in g . I t  s e e m s  th a t  th e  

id e a l m er-rekh  is  a  p io u s  s c r ib e  o r  s c h o la r , s o m e tim e s  f u n c t io n ­

in g  a s  th e  le c to r  p r ie s t ,  lik e  I m h o te p . In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  

c h ie f  th e o lo g ic a l  p a r a d ig m , h e  e n te r s  th e  b a r q u e  o f  R a , th u s  

b e in g  lik e  th e  tr a n s f ig u re d  a kh , a n d  n o t  th e  m a te r ia l c o rp s e  

(m u t). H e  is b o th  “ p r o p h e t” a n d  “ c r a f ts m a n ”, th e  s e rv a n t o f  

T h o th  a n d  o th e r  g o d s , in c lu d in g  P ta h .

2 11.  R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  ib id .,  p p .  3 ,  6  &  8 .  ( T h e  

t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  o f  s o m e  E g y p t i a n  w o r d s  i s  s l i g h t l y  a l t e r e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  m r-  

rh  b e c a m e  m er -rek h  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e  r e a d a b l e . )
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In  th is  r e s p e c t , “ th e -o n e -w h o - lo v e s -k n o w le d g e ” ( m er-rekh ) 

is a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  g r e a t  Im h o te p  o r  A m e n h o te p , S o n -o f-H a -  

p u . T h e  E g y p tia n  s c r ib e s  a n d  re lig io u s  s c h o la r s , th o s e  c o n ­

c e rn e d  w ith  th e  s a c re d  b o o k s — “ m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  R a ” ( b au  

R a ) —h o p e  “ to  b e  u n i te d  w ith  A m e n h o te p  a n d  Im h o te p  in  

th e  a f te r l i f e ” .212

T h e  h o ly  “ b o o k s ” ( th e  h ie ro g ly p h ic  a n d  h ie r a t ic  c o m p o s i ­

t io n s  o f  te x ts  a n d  s y m b o lic  p ic tu r e s , a s  w e ll a s  s ta tu e s , re ­

lie fs , s a n c tu a r ie s  a n d  to m b s )  a re  s o la r  in  th e i r  e s s e n tia l  n a ­

tu r e . T h e re fo re , th e  “s o u ls  o f  R a ” (b a u  R a ) m a y  b e  d e p ic te d  a s  

c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  c re w  in  th e  b a r q u e  o f  R a . T h e re b y  th e  c lo s e  

r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  p ro p h e c y  a n d  w r it in g  is a s s u m e d  a n d  

e m p h a s is e d .

T h e  E g y p tia n  v e rb  ser m e a n s  to  sh o w , to  a n n o u n c e , h e n c e , 

to  p ro p h e s y . W h e n  th e  m er-rekh  re c e iv e s  in s tr u c t io n s  fro m  

“ H e -w h o -p ra is e s -k n o w le d g e ” ( T h o th ) , th e  “p r o p h e c y ” v i r tu ­

a lly  b e c o m e s  r e v e la tio n  a n d  r e c e p tio n  o f  “ p h i lo s o p h y ” (u s ­

in g  th is  w o rd  in  its  s t r ic t ly  e ty m o lo g ic a l s e n s e  a s  th e  “ lo v e  o f  

w is d o m ” ).

T h e  lo rd  o f  th e  b au  o f  R a  is  th e  m e s s e n g e r  o f  p ro p h e c y , 

a n d  th e  s e rv a n t o f  T h o th  is a  re c e iv e r  o f  p ro p h e c y  b r o u g h t  

b y  T h o th . T h e re fo re , th e  m er-rekh  is a ls o  th e  w r ite r  a n d  th e  

re c ite r , fo llo w in g  th e  s ta n d a r d  r e q u e s t  fo r  r e v e la tio n  a n d  th e  

d iv in e  c o m m a n d  to  re c ite  (s o m e w h a t r e s e m b lin g  th e  Q u ra n ic  

c o m m a n d ) : “C o m e  y o u , O  o n e  w h o  liv e s  a s  th e  c ra f ts m a n  o f  

I s te n . O  p ra is e d  o n e  o f  th e  h e a r t  o f  R a , m a y  h e  c a u s e  th a t  y o u  

re c ite .”213

T h e  B o o k  o f  T h o th  s p e a k s  o f  th e  c h a m b e r  o f  D a rk n e s s , 

a n d  m e n tio n s  “a  la m p  o f  p r o p h e c y ” . M o re o v e r , i ts  d ia lo g u e s  

m a y  b e  s ta g e d  a s  a n  in i t ia to r y  d ra m a , p e r fo rm e d  b y  p r ie s t ­

ly  a c to r s . T h e  m er-rekh  is f r e q u e n tly  d e s ig n a te d  a s  a  “y o u th ” 

(n e k h e n ), a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  H e lle n ic  A p o llo n ia n  kouros o r  th e  

A ra b ic fa ta . H e  h o p e s  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  r i tu a ls  o f  th e  d iv in e

2 12 .  D i c t r i c h  W i l d u n g ,  E g y p t ia n  S a in t s :  D eif ica t io n  in  P h a r a o n ic  Eg y p t , 

p .  10 5 .

21 3 . R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  ib id .,  p .  3 2 .
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re a lm , to  b e c o m e  th e  “ b le s s e d  d e c e a s e d ” in  th e  e n to u r a g e  o f  

T h o th  a n d  o th e r  g o d s , th e r e b y  s tr e s s in g  th e  s e c re ts  o f  h is  p a ­

t r o n  T h o th  a n d  th e  r e la te d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  O s ir ia n  D u a t. 

A c c o rd in g ly , th e  m er-rekh  s tr iv e s  fo r  s p ir i tu a l  r e b i r th .214 J a s ­

n o w  a n d  Z a u z ic h  c o m m e n t a s  fo llo w s :

I t d o e s  seem  fa ir to  say  th a t in  th e  B o o k  o f T h o th  th e  m er-rekh, 

b e  h e  p rie s t o r  s tu d e n t, u n d e rg o e s  a ty p e  o f  in itia tio n  an d  

sp ir itu a l re b ir th . T he k n o w led g e  im p a rte d  is s tro n g ly , b u t n o t 

so le ly , u n d e rw o rld ly  in  c h a ra c te r. W e b e liev e  th a t th e  p ro cess 

tak es p lace  w h ile  th e  m er-rekh  is a liv e , w ith in  th e  c o n te x t o f 

th e  tem p le  H o u se  o f L ife, a n d  p ro b a b ly  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  

festiv a ls. I t is q u ite  lik e ly  th a t in  e n te rin g  th e  sac red  sp ace  o f  

th e  tem p le  a n d  H o u se  o f  L ife th e  p a r tic ip a n t w as s im u lta n e ­

o u sly  co n ce iv ed  to  b e  e n te rin g  th e  u n d e rw o rld  o r, a t lea st, 

th e  d iv in e  o th e rw o rld . . . . T he d isc ip le  ach iev es a so rt o f  re ­

b ir th , p e rh a p s  th ro u g h  th e  e q u iv a le n t o f  th e  O p e n in g  o f  th e  

M o u th  C erem o n y , w h ich  th e n  re su lts  in  h is re c ita tio n  o f  a 

h ym n  to  Im h o te p /T h o th . . . . Rekh p re p a re s  o n e ’s w ay in to  

th e  B ey o n d .215

X X I

R o b e r t  L a m b e r to n  s ta te s  th a t  th e  in s p ir e d  O r p h ic  p o e try  

h a d  a  p r iv ile g e d  re l ig io u s  p o s i t io n  fro m  th e  tim e  o f  S o c ra te s  

a n d  b e f o r e , to  th e  tim e  o f  D a m a s c iu s  a n d  h o ly  S e r a p io n , w h o  

“ p o s s e s s e d  a n d  re a d  a lm o s t n o th in g  e x c e p t th e  w r it in g s  o f  

O r p h e u s ” (D a m a s c iu s  P h il. H is t. 1 1 1 ).21(5 N o  w o n d e r  O rp h e u s

2 14 . I n  t h i s  r c s p c c t ,  s e e  A lg is  U zd a v in y s , Ph ilo so p h y  a s a  R it e  o f  R eb ir th :  Fr om  

A n cie n t  E g y p t  t o  N eo p la to n is m  ( W e s t b u r y :  T h e  P r o m e t h e u s  T r u s t ,  2 0 0 8 ) .

215 . R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  ib id .,  p p .  5 8 ,  5 9  &  6 2 .

2 16 .  R o b e r t  L a m b e r t o n ,  “ T h e  N c o p l a t o n i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  B o o k s , ”  i n  H om er , 

t h e  B ib le , a n d  B ey on d :  L it er a r y  a n d  R e lig io u s  Ca n o n s  in  t h e  A n c ie n t  W or ld , c d .  

M a r g a l i t  F i n k e l b c r g  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  p p .  2 0 7  &  

2 0 8 ;  D a m a sciu s :  T he P h ilo s o p h ica l H is to r y , t e x t  w i t h  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  n o t e s  b y  

P o l y m n i a  A t h a n a s s i a d i  ( A t h e n s :  A p a m c a ,  19 9 9 ) ,  p .  2 6 7 .

84



A lg is  U z d a v in y s

w as d e s ig n a te d  s im p ly  a s  “ th e  T h e o lo g ia n ”, in  m u c h  th e  sa m e  

w ay  a s  H o m e r  w a s  n a m e d  “ th e  P o e t” .217

H o m e r , a s  a  p r iv ile g e d  m y th ic a l a u c to rita s , s u p p l ie d  th e  

H e lle n e s  w ith  th e  h ig h ly  s e le c tiv e  a n d  la rg e ly  s p u r io u s  “s a ­

c re d  m a p ” o f  H e ro ic  G re e c e , th u s  d e lib e r a te ly  s h a p in g  th e ir  

c o lle c tiv e  m e m o ry  a n d  u s in g  a  la n g u a g e  “ n e v e r  s p o k e n  b y  

a n y  l iv in g  p e r s o n ” .218 T h is  m o d if ie d  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  h e ro ic  p a s t  

a n d  a  s h a d o w y  a f te r lif e , c o d if ie d  in  s ix th  c e n tu r y  b c  A th e n s , 

p ro v id e d  th e  p a t te r n  o f  th e  in i t ia l ly  a r is to c r a t ic  p a n -H e lle n ic  

u n ity  a n d  th e  a lle g e d  “ th e o lo g ic a l” c o n t in u ity  o f  th e ir  w o r ld  

v iew .

O f  c o u rs e , th e  H o m e r ic  p o e m s  w e re  re a d  a s  P y th a g o re a n  

o r  S to ic  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  a lle g o r ie s , a n d  P ro c lu s  d e f e n d e d  H o m ­

e r  b y  l in k in g  h is  p o e tr y  w ith  th e  g o d  A p o llo  a n d  c la im in g  

th a t  th e  H o m e ric  p o e m s  re m in d  u s  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t  th in g s . 

In  th is  c a s e , “a  s y m b o lic  m o d e  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  b e c o m e s  a  

n e c e s s ity .”219 L ik e w ise , in  th e  E g y p tia n  t r a d i t io n  o f  r i tu a l  e x ­

e g e s is  ( fo llo w e d  b y  th e  O r p h ic  “ p a r a d o x ic a l  a n d  im p la u s ib le  

in te rp r e tiv e  s t r a te g ie s ”220) e v e ry th in g  re la te d  w ith  c u l t ic  c o m ­

m u n ic a tio n  a n d  m y s ta g o g y  m u s t b e  s y m b o lic . A c c o rd in g  to  

A ssm a n n :

For no th ing  in the  Egyptia n cult is jus t what it appears  to be. 

The pries t is not a pries t; the  s tatue  is not a s tatue ; the  sacri­

ficial subs tances  and requis ites  are not wha t they are usually.

In  the  conte xt o f the  r itua l pe r formance  a ll acquire  a special 

‘ mythica l” me aning  that points  to s ome thing else in “yon ­

de r  w or ld”. . . . Eve rything in this  sacred game  becomes  a 

kind o f hie roglyph. . . . The more  there was to inte rpre t, the  

more  mys te rious  the  rite be came . The dialectics  o f inte rpre ta ­

217 . R o b e r t  L a m b c r t o n ,  ib id .,  p .  2 0 7 .

2 1 8 . M a r g a l i t  F i n k c l b c r g ,  “ H o m e r  a s  a  F o u n d a t i o n  T e x t , ”  i n  H om er , t h e  

B ib le , a n d  B ey o n d : L it er a r y  a n d  R e lig io u s  Ca n o n s  in  t h e  A n cie n t  W or ld , c d .  M a r ­

g a l i t  F i n k c l b c r g  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  p .  2 0 7 .

2 19 .  O i v a  K u i s m a ,  P r o c lu s ' D e fen ce  o f  H o m e r  ( H e l s i n k i :  S o c i e t i e s  S c i c n -  

t i a r u m  F e n n i c a ,  19 9 6 ) ,  p .  10 6 .

2 2 0 .  R o b e r t  L a m b c r t o n ,  T h eN eo p la t o n is t s  a n d  t h eir  B o ok s , p .  2 0 7 .
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t ion and arcaniza tion led to a cultura l s plit  be tween a s ur ­

face s tructure  o f re ligious  practices  o f some times  a ppe a ling  

abs urdity  . . . and a de e p s tructure  o f re ligious  philos ophy, 

which finally de ve lope d into  he rme tis m, where  the  sacerdotal 

science o f Egyptian paganis m and the  philos ophica l re ligion 

o f neo- Platonis m met to form the  last s tage o f Egypt ia n re li­

g io n .221

A fte r  th e  s o -c a lle d  H o m e ric  a g e  (o r  e v e n  s im u lta n e o u s  w ith  

i t ) ,  a  r a d ic a l s h if t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  in  th e  a n c ie n t  G re e k  m e n ta lity  

a s r e g a r d s  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  s o u l a n d  its  r e la t io n  to  

th e  b o d y . T h is  s h if t  c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  s o -c a lle d  S a ite  r e n a is ­

s a n c e  in  E g y p t a n d  th e  E g y p tia n  “ h o ly  w a r” — u s in g  G re e k  

m e rc e n a r ie s —w ith  A s s y ria . P re c is e ly  a t  th is  tim e , E g y p t sy s ­

te m a tic a lly  tu r n e d  to  th e  m o d e ls  o f  th e  p a s t , a n d  th is  p io u s  

c o d if ic a tio n  o f  c u l tu r a l  s ta n d a r d s  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  “e te r n a l” 

s c h e m a ta  is la te r  re f le c te d  a n d  m a d e  p ro g r a m m a tic  in  P la to ’s 

L a w s. A s s m a n n  w rite s :

Muc h more  compre he ns ive ly than in the  Rame s s ide  age, 

Egypt now discovered its own a nt iquity  and e levated it to the  

rank o f a normative  pas t. Almos t the  entire  lite rate  uppe r  s tra ­

tum - a b o ve  a ll, the  kings  themse lves—now be gan to e mulate  

Pr ince  Khae mwase t by vis it ing  and copy ing  the  monume nts  

o f the ir  forefathers . This  wholesale  re turn to the  mode ls  o f 

the  pas t was ta nta mount  to a cultura l re volution and it spread 

into  every aspect o f Egyptian life .222

I t  th e re fo re  c a n n o t  b e  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  p e o p le  o f  G re e c e  

s u d d e n ly  a n d  r a th e r  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  s ta r te d  to  q u e s t io n  th e  

r e l ia b il i ty  o f  th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  c o s m o lo g y  a n d  a n th ro p o lo g y ,

2 2 1.  J a n  A s s m a n n ,  S em ios is  a n d  In t er p r eta t io n  in  A n cie n t  E g y p t ia n  R it u a l,  

p p .  10 4  &  10 6 .

2 2 2 .  J a n  A s s m a n n ,  T h e M in d  o f  E g y p t : H is to r y  a n d  M e a n in g  in  t h e  T im e  o f  

t h e  Ph a r a oh s ,  t r .  A n d r e w  J e n k i n s  ( N e w  Y o r k :  M e t r o p o l i t a n  B o o k s ,  2 0 0 2 ) ,

p ·  3 4 1 ·
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m a k in g  in q u ir ie s  in to  “ th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l b a c k g r o u n d  o f  p h y s ­

ic a l p h e n o m e n a ” a n d  e v e n tu a lly  d is c o v e r in g  “a  d if fe re n c e  

b e tw e e n  th e  c o r p o re a l  a n d  th e  s p ir i tu a l  a s p e c ts  o f  lif e ”, a s  

R e in  F c rw e rd a  s u p p o s e s .223 H o w e v e r, a ll k in d s  o f  c u l t ic  a s s o ­

c ia tio n s  w e re  in c o r p o r a te d  in to  th e  r i tu a l is e d  a n d  in te r io r is e d  

p r o c e d u r e s  o f  s a lv a tio n  in  th e  a t te m p t  to  re le a s e  th a t  p a r t  o f  

th e  p e r s o n  n o w  c a lle d  th e  “ im m o r ta l s o u l” (p su ch e ) ,  fo llo w in g  

(w ith  th e  e n th u s ia s m  o f  re c e n t c o n v e r ts )  E g y p tia n  th e o lo g i ­

c a l a n d  s o te r io lo g ic a l p a r a d ig m s .

T h e  ro a d  le a d in g  to  O s ir is  U n -n c fe r  t r o d d e n  b y  th e  in i ­

t ia te s  in  th e ir  h o p e  th a t  d e a th  is n o t  a k in  to  c o m p le te  d is ­

s o lu t io n  ( le a d in g  s im p ly  to  th e  la m e n ta b le  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  

s im u la c ru m  o f  th e  b o d y  b e in g  lo s t)  n o w  b e c a m e  th e  “ m y s tic  

ro a d  to  R h a d a m a n th u s ”, m a rk in g  th e  re le a s e  o f  th e  s o u l fro m  

th e  b o d y . T h is  s e p a r a t io n  fro m  th e  u lt im a te ly  d e v a lu e d  m o r ­

ta l b o d y  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t t r a n s it io n  m a y  b e  s o m e w h a t r i tu a l ly  

a n t ic ip a te d , o r  e v e n  p e r fo rm e d , b y  th e  m y s tic a l s y m b o ls  o f  

th e  D io n y s ia e  in i t ia t io n s  ( ta  m u stika  su m b o la  to n  p e r i to n  D io - 

n u so n  o rg ia sm o n ). H e n c e , th e  O r p h ic  g o ld e n  ta b le t  a d d re s s e s  

th e  d e c e a s e d  ( th e  o n e  w h o  h a s  d ie d  in  e i th e r  th e  p h i lo s o p h i ­

c a l o r  th e  p h y s ic a l s e n s e , o r  o n e  w h o  is s ti ll  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  

le a rn in g  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l r h e to r ic )  a s  fo llo w s : “ H a p p y  a n d  

b le s s e d  o n e , y o u  w ill b e  a  g o d  in s te a d  o f  m o r ta l” (o lb ie  k a i 

m a ka riste , theos d ’esei a n ti b ro to io ).m

A t firs t th is  O r p h ic  te a c h in g  o f  so teria  w a s  a  s e c re t te a c h in g  

w h ic h , p e r h a p s , w o u ld  lo o k  to o  u n c o n v in c in g  a n d  r id ic u lo u s  

fo r  th e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  m in d e d  m a jo r ity  o f  H e lle n e s . T h e  r h e to ­

r ic  o f  th e  “s e c re c y ” w a s  s t r u c tu r e d  so  th a t  a n y  “s e c re t” (b e  

it  j u s t  a  p e d a g o g ic a l  f ic tio n )  n e e d e d  to  b e  re v e a le d , w h ils t

2 2 3 . R e i n  F c r w e r d a ,  “ T h e  M e a n i n g  o f  t h e  W o r d  σ ώ μ α  ( B o d y )  i n  t h e  A x i a l  

A g e :  A n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  P l a t o ’s  C R A T Y L U S , ”  in  T h e Or ig in s  a n d  D iv er s it y  

o f  A x ia l  A g e Civ iliz a t io n s ,  c d .  S .  N .  E i s c n s t a d t  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

N e w  Y o r k  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p. 112 .

2 2 4 . S u s a n  G u c t t c l  C o l e ,  “ V o i c e s  f r o m  b e y o n d  t h e  G r a v e :  D i o n y s u s  a n d  

* c  c a d > *n  M a sk s  o f  D ion y su s ,  c d .  T h o m a s  H .  C a r p e n t e r  a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r

h a r a o n c  ( I t h a c a  a n d  L o n d o n :  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 9 3 ) ,  p .  2 7 8 .
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a t th e  s a m e  tim e  m a in ta in in g  th e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  a t te m p tin g  

to  c o m m u n ic a te  in  w o rd s  th e  m y s tic a l e s s e n c e  o f  th e  te le te , 

w h ic h  is to  b e  re a lis e d  o n ly  b y  r i tu a l  p a r t ic ip a t io n .

In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  a n d  k e e p in g  v a r io u s  p r a c t ic ­

e s  a n d  o rd e r s , th e  c la im s  o f  s e c re c y  d o  n o t  c o n s is t  in  c o n c e a l ­

in g  s o m e  e x c lu s iv e  o r  d a n g e r o u s  k n o w le d g e , a s  th e  ro m a n tic  

P r o te s ta n t  “e s o te r is m ” o f  a  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  W e s te rn  m e n ­

ta l i ty  im a g in e s  in  its  o b s e s s io n  w ith  “s e c re t s o c ie t ie s ” a n d  “ in ­

w a rd  e x p e r ie n c e s ” o f  “g e n u in e  in i t ia t io n s ” . R a th e r  i t  s e rv e s  

fo r  th e  fo rm a tio n  a n d  m a in ta in e n c e  o f  s o c ia l b o u n d a r ie s . F o r 

th e  in s id e r s , th e  e s ta b lis h e d  p ra c tic e s , s ig n s  o f  d is t in c t io n  a n d  

s o le m n  s lo g a n s  o f  “s e c re c y ” m u s t b e  p re s e rv e d  a n d  t r a n s m it ­

te d  in  o r d e r  fo r  th e m  to  s u rv iv e  a s  a  c o m m u n ity  o f  p r iv ile g e d  

tr u th -b e a r e r s .

I t  g o e s  w ith o u t  s a y in g  th a t  th e s e  g r o u p s  w h ic h  c e le b r a te d  

a ll s o r ts  o f  fe s tiv a ls  a n d  p r a c tis e d  te le s t ic  r i te s  ( th a t  im ita te  

fe s tiv a ls  a n y w a y ) w e re  n e i th e r  th e  “s e c re t s o c ie t ie s ” o f  M a ­

s o n ic  fa n ta s y , n o r  “e s o te r ic  c e n tr e s ” in  th e  s e n s e  e m p lo y e d  

b y  th e  “u n iv e r s a l” p o s t-H e g e lia n  th e o s o p h y  o f  th o s e  w h o  a c ­

c e p t  th e  c ra z y  th e o ry  o f  s e c re t fo rc e s  o f  e v il o p e r a t in g  in  h is ­

to ry  a n d  p lo t t in g  a g a in s t  th e  veru s Isra e l. A c c o rd in g ly , L u th e r  

M a r tin  a n a ly s e s  th e  “s y n d ro m e  o f  s e c re c y ” in  c e r ta in  “ te x tu a l  

c o m m u n itie s ”, e s p e c ia lly  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  H e r m e tic  d is t in c ­

t io n  b e tw e e n  s e c re t (u n o f f ic ia l, u n d e r g r o u n d , f o r b id d e n )  a n d  

p u b lic  (o ff ic ia l)  k n o w le d g e . D u e  to  th is  c u l tu r a l  s c h iz o p h r e ­

n ia  ( t h a t  u n f o ld e d  b e tw e e n  A th e n s  a n d  J e r u s a le m ) , th e  e n tir e  

w o r ld  th e a tr e  w a s  tr a n s fo r m e d  ( fo llo w in g  E g y p tia n  a n d  B a b ­

y lo n ia n  s c r ip tu r a l  p a r a d ig m s )  in to  th e  e s o te r ic  b o o k , o p e n  to  

s e c ta r ia n  r e a d in g s  a n d  re re a d in g s . A s M a r tin  e x p la in s :

Like  secrecy, s uch lite rary produc t ions  create the ir  a lte rnative  

wor ld , and such textual socie ties  . . . reviled and re jected the  

exte rnal wor ld which represented, from the ir  pe rspective , a 

universe  o f d iminis he d lite racy be yond the ir  own revelatory 

texts. They d id  no t, however, fear this  wor ld like  the  local as ­

s ocia tions  and oral culture s  they replaced. Rathe r  than cow­

e r ing with the  protective  embrace  o f secret enclaves , the  goa l 

o f such textual socie ties  was no th ing  less than the  militant
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mas tery and do m ina t io n  o f the  entire  universe . . . . Chr is ­

tians , who had initia lly  de monize d a wor ld o f adversarial 

othe rs  . . . came to e mploy . . . exorcism to e s tablis h the ir 

own catholicity. . . . And  whe n one  o f these cultic  cla ims  to 

an ide nt ify ing  reve lation came  to de fine  the  do m ina n t  and 

inclus ive  cultural reality, exclus ivis tic c laims  to sacrality be ­

came re imagine d as the esoteric contents  o f tradit ions  pas t. 

Occ lude d by a re gnant Chr is tianity , it is precisely the  He r ­

me tic and Gnos t ic  he ritage  tha t pr oduce d for Wes te rn culture  

its “s yndrome  o f the  secret.”225

X X I I

T h e  e a r ly  H e lle n ic  te le ta i ( in c lu d in g  th e  O r p h ic  b a kch eia ) a n d  

th e  m y s te r ie s  w e re  o ff ic ia lly  re c o g n is e d  b y  th e  A th e n ia n  s ta te  

a n d  r e a r r a n g e d  a s  th e  p o l i t ic a lly  a n d  s o c ia lly  s ig n if ic a n t  r i te  

o f  “ c iv ic  e s c h a to lo g y ” p e r fo r m e d  in  E le u s is . A c c o rd in g  to  

J a n  B re m m e r, th e  E le u s in ia n  M y s te r ie s  b e g a n  to  b e  u s e d  “ fo r  

p o l i t ic a l  a im s  b y  s tr e s s in g  th e i r  c iv ilis in g  f u n c t io n ” a n d  th e i r  

re lig io - id e o lo g ic a l p o w e r: “T h e  F ir s t F ru its  d e c re e  h a d  m a d e  

th e  M y s te r ie s  in to  th e  s y m b o l o f  A th e n ia n  p o w e r  p a r  exel- 

len ce. T h e  re v e la tio n  o f  its  c o n te n ts  w as a  p o l i t ic a l  a c t. . .  . ”22G 

O rp h e u s  th e  T h e o lo g ia n  w a s  p la c e d  o n  th e  s a m e  f irm ly  

e s ta b lis h e d  f o u n d a tio n  a s  H o m e r  th e  T h e o lo g ia n . H o w e v e r, 

th e  m y s te r ie s  in  th e  fo rm  o f  v a r io u s  u n s p e a k a b le  o r  in e f fa b le  

( a rrh e ta ) a n d  s e c re t o r  e s o te r ic  ( a p o rrh e ta ) te le ta i, “a im e d  a t  a  

c h a n g e  o f  m in d  th r o u g h  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  s a c r e d ” a n d  s a lv a ­

2 2 5 . L u t h e r  H .  M a r t i n ,  “ S e c r e c y  i n  H e l l e n i s t i c  R e l i g i o u s  C o m m u n i t i e s , ”  

i n  S ecrecy  a n d  Co n cea lm en t :  S tu d ie s  in  t h e  H is tor y  o f  M ed it er r a n ea n  a n d  N e a r  

E a st er n  R e lig ion s ,  c d .  H a n s  G .  K i p p c n b c r g  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  

E ·  J .  B r i l l ,  19 9 5 ) ,  p p .  116  &  117 .

2 2 6 . J a n  N .  B r e m m e r ,  “ R e l i g i o u s  S e c r e t s  a n d  S e c r e c y  i n  C l a s s i c a l  G r e e c e , ”  

i n  S e c r e c y  a n d  C o n c e a l m e n t :  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  

N e a r  E a s t e r n  R e l i g i o n s ,  e d .  H a n s  G .  K i p p e n b e r g  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  

( L e i d e n :  E . J .  B r i l l ,  19 9 5 ) ,  p. 7 5 .
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t io n  “ th r o u g h  c lo s e n e s s  to  th e  d iv in e ”,227 d e p e n d e d  o n  a  p r i ­

v a te  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d e c is io n  a n d  a  v o w .

T o  m a k e  a n  o a th  a n d  b e  in i t ia te d  in to  th e  th ia so s (a  re m o te  

a n t iq u e  p r o to ty p e  o f  th e  S u fi ta riq a h , lik e w is e  b a s e d  o n  a  re ­

la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  a  p a t r o n  a n d  h is  c lie n ts )  is  ta n ta m o u n t  to  

m a k in g  a  c o v e n a n t  (o r  le g a l t r e a ty )  w ith  a  d e ity  in  th e  N e o - 

A s s y ria n  a n d  B ib lic a l c o n te x ts . T h is  is s o  b e c a u s e  th e  d iv in e  

s a v io u r  is r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  p a t r o n  o f  th e  c lie n t  w h o  is to  b e  

s a v e d . C o n s e q u e n tly , th e  h u m a n  ro y a l p a t r o n  a n d  s a v io u r  

m a y  b e  c a lle d  theo s e p ip h a n es eu ch a risto s , a s  P to le m y  V  o f  

E g y p t is  d e s ig n a te d  ( th e  h ie r o g ly p h ic  e q u iv a le n ts , a c c o r d ­

in g  to  A r th u r  N o c k , b e in g  th e  g o d  “ w h o  c o m e s  fo r th ” a n d  

“ lo r d  o f  b e a u t ie s ”) . 228

A c c o rd in g  to  B u r k e r t , c h a r is m a  a n d  th e  d is p la y  o f  p o w e r  

o v e r r id e  a ll o th e r  fo rm s  o f  re v e re n tia l  a w e  (sebas) ,  b e c a u s e  

th e  a t t r a c t io n  o f  th e  ro y a l e p ip h a n y  ( lik e  A m u n ’s e p ip h a n y  in  

N ew  K in g d o m  T h e b e s )  is o v e rw h e lm in g . H e n c e :

The experience  o f “e p ipha ny ” came  to concentrate  on  the  pe r ­

s on o f the  rule r  who had acted as a “savior” a nd inaugur ate d 

an age  o f bliss  and a bunda nc e —a process  that eas ily as sumed 

a Dionys iae  color ing. . . . The  monarch was the  victor, the  

savior, the  god, “pre s ent” (epiphanes) to a degree  gods  had 

ha rdly  ever been. Not only  the  actors  followed in his  wake , 

bu t  “all sorts  o f th iasoi”, inc lud ing  those  o f m ustai a nd bak- 

choi.229

E v e ry  p ro fe s s io n a l a s s o c ia t io n  ( h e ta ir ia ) c la im e d  th e  p a ­

t r o n a g e  o f  o n e  o r  m o re  d e it ie s , a n d  w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  th e  d e i ­

t ie s ’ s e rv a n ts , v a s s a ls  a n d  c u lt-w o r s h ip p e r s . T h e s e  s o c ie tie s

2 2 7 . W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  A n cie n t  M y st er y  Cu lt s  ( C a m b r i d g e  M A :  H a r v a r d  

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 7 ) ,  p p .  11- 12 .

2 2 8 . A r t h u r  D a r b y  N o c k ,  “ N o t e s  o n  R u l c r - C u l t ,  I - I V , ”  Essay s on  R e lig io n  

a n d  th e  A n c ie n t  W or ld , S e lec t e d  a n d  ed it ed , w ith  a n  In t r o d u ct io n , B ib lio g r a p h y  o f  

N o ck 's  w r it in g s, a n d  In d ex es , by  Z ep h  S tew a r t , v o l. i  ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  

19 8 6 ) ,  p .  15 2  ( p .  3 7 ) .

2 2 9 .  W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  B a cch ic  T eleta i in  t h e  H e lle n is t ic  A g e , p .  2 6 8 .
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w e re  s o m e tim e s  c a lle d  orgeones, f ro m  o rg ia zo , “ to  p a y  r i tu a l  

s e rv ic e  to  th e  g o d s ”, a n d  th e i r  r i tu a l  p ra c tic e s  w e re  ta  o rg ia . 

T h e y  u s u a lly  in c lu d e d  a  b a n q u e t  (su m p o n o ri) w h e re  th e  m e m ­

b e r s  o f  th e  h e ta ir ia  o r  in i t ia te s  s a t  c ro w n e d  w ith  g a r la n d s  o n  

s a c re d  c o u c h e s . In  th is  w ay , th e  step h a n o s (w re a th , g a r la n d )  

w as w o rn  b y  th e  “d e a d ” in i t ia te  a n d  th e  c o rp s e  a lik e . T h e  

p a r t ic ip a n t  o f  th e  e a r th ly  d r in k in g  p a r ty — p la y in g  th e  ro le  o f  

D io n y s u s  re s to re d  o r  O s ir is  r e s u r r e c te d — im ita te d  th e  “ liv in g  

o n e ” o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  s y m p o s iu m .

T h e  c e re m o n ia l d r in k in g  a n d  its  e s ta b lis h e d  r e p r e s e n ta ­

t io n a l  h ie ra rc h y  b r in g s  th e  ru le r s  a n d  th e  ro y a l in i t ia te s  to  

th e  d iv in e  s ta tu s  o f  b lis s , m a k in g  th e m  c lo s e  to  th e  g o d s .230 

S in c e  th e  g o d s  a re  n o  lo n g e r  in  fa c t h o m o tra p ezo i, “ ta b le  c o m ­

p a n io n s ” o f  m e n , a n d  a re  to  b e  a d d re s s e d  th r o u g h  r i tu a l  

m e d ia tio n ,231 th e  c e re m o n ia l b a n q u e t  s e rv e s  a s  a  m e a n s  to  

im ita te  (o r  p la y )  th e  g o d s  a n d  th e re b y  r e s to re  ( s y m b o lic a lly , 

a t  le a s t)  p e r fe c t h e a v e n ly  b lis s .

A c c o rd in g  to  R a p p e , fo r  th e  la te  N e o p la to n is ts  th e  d is ­

m e m b e rm e n t o f  D io n y s u s  s ig n if ie d  b o th  a  p h a s e  in  th e  m a n i ­

f e s ta tio n  o f  th e  c o s m o s  ( in  th e  s e n s e  o f  th e  P y th a g o r e a n  n u ­

m e ric a l p ro g re s s io n )  a n d  th e  s e t t in g  o f  th e  s ta g e  fo r  th e  s o u l’s 

u lt im a te  l ib e r a tio n  a n d  g lo r i f ic a t io n  a t  th e  n o e tic  s y m p o s iu m . 

S h e  e x p la in s :

For Proclus , the  Or p h ic  the ology, in offe r ing a vis ion o f the 

great wor ld encompass e d in the  ple roma o f the  huma n inte l­

lect and e mbodie d w ith in the  perfect pe rs on, Phanes , shows 

for th the  s oul as an im ago dei. It  is this  re cognition that in it ­

s e lf cons titute s  a form o f init ia t ion, ma king  pos s ible  the  s oul’s 

access to the  fullne s s  o f reality. . . . Once  more , the  creative ,

2 3 0 . W a l t e r  B u r k e r t ,  “ O r i e n t a l  S y m p o s i a :  C o n t r a s t s  a n d  P a r a l l e l s , ”  i n  

D in in g  in  a  Cla s s ica l Co n t ex t ,  c d .  W i l l i a m  J .  S l a t e r  ( A n n  A r b o r :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

M i c h i g a n  P r e s s ,  19 9 1) ,  p. 8 .

231 . P h i l i p p e  B o r g e a u d ,  “ M e l a m p o u s  a n d  E p i m e n i d e s :  T w o  G r e e k  

P a r a d i g m s  o f  t h e  T r e a t m e n t  o f  M i s t a k e , ”  i n  T r a n s for m a t ion s  o f  t h e  I n n e r  S e l f  

tn  A n c ie n t  R e lig io n s ,  c d .  J a n  A s s m a n n  a n d  G u y  G .  S t r o u m s a  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  

*9 9 9 ) ,  p ·  2 8 8 .
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d ivine  energy that  pour s  its e lf thr ough the  various  s ta tions  o f 

be ing  as stages with in the  the ology is initia tory  in func t ion.232

P re s u m a b ly , r i tu a l  in i t ia t io n  in to  th e  e a r ly  H e lle n ic  h e ta ir- 

ia  im p lie d  a  p e d a g o g ic a l  r a th e r  th a n  a  h id d e n  o r  c o n c e a le d  

r e la t io n s h ip — a n d , c o n s e q u e n tly , o n e ’s p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  th e  a 

p r io r i e s ta b l is h e d  ro le  o f  th e  “ b le s s e d  in i t ia te ”, a n d  n o t  a  s o r t  

o f  m ira c u lo u s  t r a n s u b s ta n t ia t io n .

A s M a r tin  e m p h a s is e s , “ in i t ia t io n  in to  th e  E le u s in ia n , a s  

in  th e  o th e r  m y s te r ie s , w as  e q u iv a le n t  to  a d o p tio n  b y  th e  p r e ­

s id in g  d e ity ,”233 lik e  a d o p tio n  in to  a n  A ra b  t r ib e  in  o r d e r  to  

b e c o m e  a  m a w la , a  c lie n t  o f  th e  I s la m ic  A ra b  p a t r o n  a n d  a 

m e m b e r  o f  th e  “c e n tr a l  c o m m u n ity ” ( u m m a ta n  w a sa ta ri) o f  

b e lie v e rs . M a r tin  c o m m e n ts :

The s trategy o f re cruitment for the  Active, as for natural, k in ­

s hip socie ties  was a do pt ion , a legal fic tion that  pe rmits  kin 

re lations  to be  created artificially, and which provide d the  

mode l for  the  discourse  o f conve rs ion a nd the  practice  o f 

init ia t ion in ge ne alogica lly ar ticula te d systems. The Gre e k ju ­

r idical te rm for a do pt ion , huio thena , is used in this  de rivative  

sense mos t nota bly  by Paul.234

T h e  in i t ia te  in to  th e  E le u s in ia n  M y s te r ie s , fo r  e x a m p le , is 

th e re fo re  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  k in s m a n  (g en n etes) o f  th e  g o d s . T h e  

“ m y s te ry  s o c ie t ie s ” w e re  o rg a n is e d  o n  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  

m o d e l o f  m u n ic ip a lit ie s , a n d  w e re  n o t  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  th e ir  

c o n c e a lm e n t o f  p a r t ic u la r  o r  e x tr a o r d in a r y  s e c re ts , b u t  b y  

th e i r  p e d a g o g ic a l  s ile n c e  o r  “s e c re c y ” (a rrh e to s)— e v e n  a  re a l 

o r  p r e te n d e d  S o c ra tic  “ ig n o ra n c e ” —a s  a  rh e to r ic a l  s t r a te g y

2 3 2 . S a r a  R a p p c ,  R e a d in g  N eo p la to n ism :  N o n -d is cu r s iv e  T h in k in g  in  t h e  

T ex ts o f  P lo t in u s , Pr o clu s , a n d  D a m a s cia s ,  p .  16 4 .

2 3 3 . L u t h e r  H .  M a r t i n ,  S ecr ecy  in  H e lle n is t ic  R e lig io u s  Co m m u n it ie s ,  p p .  

10 6 - 0 7 .

2 3 4 . I b id . ,  p p .  10 5 - 10 6 .
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fo r  s t r u c tu r in g  s o c ia l r e la t io n s  in  r e lig io u s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l  

c o n te x ts .235

T h e  fa m ilie s  o f  te le sta i th a t  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  g r o u p s  ( ih i- 

aso'i) c a lle d  O rp h iko i v ie w e d  D io n y s u s  a s  th e i r  so ter\ th e  O r ­

p h ic  m u sta i o f  D io n y s u s  w e re  p ro m is e d  so teria  ( s a lv a tio n ) . 

In  s h o r t,  th e y  w e re  “ in i t ia te s  w h o m  b le s s e d  D io n y s u s  s a v e s ” 

( m u sta i h o u s soze m a ka r D io n u s o s ) a n d  th e y  tr a v e lle d  th e  d i ­

v in e  a n d  ro y a l p a th  o f  p u r if ic a tio n , d e a th  a n d  r e b ir th .

X X I I I

S e v e ra l te a c h in g s  o f  P la to  a re  b a s e d  o n  O r p h ic  a n d  P y th a g o ­

re a n  d o c tr in e s . I t  is , th e n , n o  w o n d e r  th a t  e v e n  S o c ra te s  is 

p o r tr a y e d  b y  P la to  a s  e x p e c tin g  a f te r  h is  d e a th  to  m e e t O r ­

p h e u s  in  H a d e s  (A p o l. 4 1 a ) .

S o m e  c o n te m p o r a ry  s c h o la r s  a rg u e  th a t  P la to , in  c e r ta in  

c a s e s , d e lib e ra te ly  d is to r te d , o r  r a th e r  r e in te r p r e te d  a n d  th u s  

“ m o d e r n is e d ”, th e  e s o te r ic  d o c tr in e s  o f  O r p h e u s  a n d  P y ­

th a g o ra s . F e rw e rd a , fo r  e x a m p le , d o u b ts  th a t  th e  O rp h ic s  

( th o u g h  s u re ly  c ra v in g  fo r  th e  l ib e r a tio n  o f  th e  fe t te re d  s o u l)  

v ie w e d  th e  h u m a n  b o d y  a s  a  p r is o n .237 In  C ra tylu s 4 0 0 c , P la to  

s ta te s  a s  fo llo w s :

Some  people  ma in ta in that the  body  (som a) is the  tomb 

(sem a) o f the  s oul because  the  s oul is bur ie d there  for this  

mome nt. And because , on the  othe r  hand, it indicate s  (sem ai- 

nei) by that body  whateve r  the  s oul indicate s , it is also for 

that reason r ightly called s ign (sem a). Howeve r, it seems to 

me  that Orphe us  and his  followers  in the  first place  are the 

givers  o f that name  (som a) because , in the ir  o p in io n , the  soul

2 3 5 . ib id . ,  p.  HQ.

2 3 6 . S u s a n  G u c t t c l  C o l e ,  Voices f r o m  b ey o n d  th e  Gr a v e: D io n y s u s  a n d  t h e  

D ea d ,  p .  2 9 3 .

2 3 7 .  R e i n  F c r w e r d a ,  T h e M e a n in g  o f  t h e  W ord  σ ώ μ α  (B o d y )  in  t h e  A x ia l  A g e:  

A n  In t er p r eta t ion  o f  P la t o 's  CR A T Y L U S ,  p .  12 2 .
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is be ing  punis he d for s ome thing; the  s oul has  the  body  as its 

e nclos ure  (peribolon) in orde r to be  saved (h ina  sozetai), jus t  

as a pr is on.

T h e  w o rd  som a  s ta n d s  fo r  th e  c o rp s e  in  H o m e r, a n d  o n ly  

la te r  a c q u ir e s  th e  m e a n in g  o f  b o d y . S o  th e  fo llo w in g  v e rs e  is 

a t t r ib u te d  to  E u r ip id e s  b y  P la to : “W h o  k n o w s  w h e th e r  liv ­

in g  is n o t  b e in g  d e a d , w h ile  b e in g  d e a d  is l iv in g ? ” P la to ’s 

S o c ra te s  c o n tin u e s :  “ P e rh a p s  w e  to o  a re  d e a d . I a t  le a s t h e a rd  

th is  fro m  th e  w ise  m e n  th a t  n o w  w e  a re  d e a d  a n d  th a t  fo r  u s  

th e  b o d y  is a  to m b ” (som a e stin  h em in  sem a : G org. 4 9 2 e -4 9 3 a ).

In  h is  C o m m e n ta ry  o n  P la to ’s G o rg ia s , O ly m p io d o r u s  e x ­

p la in s  th is  a s  fo llo w s :

[ Socrates]  says “Eur ipide s  says to live is to die , and to die  is 

to live .” For on c o ming  here , the  s oul, so tha t it may give  life 

to the  body, also gets  a share  in ce r ta in lifelessness. . . .  So 

it is whe n it is separated that it is really alive . . . . The ar ­

gume nt  from the  Pythagore ans  is s ymbolic . For it e mploys  a 

s hort myth, which says “We  are de ad here and we inha b it  a 

tomb. . . . ” (In  Gorg. 29.4).238

T h e  w o rd  sem a  p r in c ip a l ly  s ta n d s  fo r  “s ig n ” ( O dyssey 

2 0 .1 1 1 ), th e re fo re  th e  b o d y  (so m a ) m a y  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  a  

m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  s o u l in d ic a te s  (sem a in e i) i ts  e id e tic  p a r a ­

d ig m  a n d  th e  g o a l to  b e  a c h ie v e d . L ik e w ise , sem a  is  a n  e n c lo ­

s u re  (p erib o lo s) ,  th e  m o rp h ic  fra m e  o f  th e  s o u l: it k e e p s  th e  

s o u l w ith in  its  l im its  th a t  i t  m a y  b e  s a v e d  (h in a  so ze ta i).239

M ic ro c o s m ic a lly , th is  h u m a n  b o d y  im ita te s  th e  m a c ro c o s -  

m ic  b o d y  o f  th e  E g y p tia n  g o d d e s s  N u t (H e a v e n ) , u n d e r s to o d

2 3 8 . O ly m p io d o r u s ’ Com m en ta r y  on  P la t o ’s  Gor g ia s , t r .  R o b i n  J a c k s o n ,  

K i m o n  L y c o s  a n d  H a r o l d  T a r r a n t  ( L e i d e n :  B r i l l ,  19 9 8 ) ,  p .  2 0 6 .

2 3 9 . C . J .  d e  V o g e l ,  “T h e  S o m a - S c m a  F o r m u l a :  I t s  F u n c t i o n  in  P l a t o  

a n d  P l o t i n u s  C o m p a r e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s , ”  i n  N eo p la to n is m  a n d  E a r ly  

Ch r is t ia n  T h ou g h t : E ssa y s in  h o n o u r  o f  A . H . A r m st r on g ,  c d .  H . J .  B l u m c n t h a l  

a n d  R . A .  M a r k u s  ( L o n d o n :  V a r i o r u m  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  19 8 1) ,  p p .  8 0 - 8 1.
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a n d  d e p ic tc d  a s  th e  te m p le - lik e  D u a t, m u n d u s im a g in a lis , in to  

w h o s e  d e p th s  th e  ra m -h e a d e d  R a  d e s c e n d s  a s  a  έ α -s o u l. T h e  

m u m m y  ( th e  c o m p le te d  a n d  e te rn a l is e d  ia A -b o d y ) in s id e  th e  

s a rc o p h a g u s  is a n  im ago  o f  O s ir is . T h e re fo re , th e  e n t i r e  to m b  

o f  O s ir is  m a y  b e  r e g a rd e d  a s  a  s y m b o l o f  s p ir i tu a l  a lc h e m y .240 

A c c o rd in g  to  T h e o d o r  A b t:

The mummy  that rema ins  in the  ne the rwor ld is called “the  

image  o f Os ir is ” . As every deceased, man or  woman, be came  

an Os ir is  thr ough the  process  o f mummific a t ion, this  mummy  

at the e nd o f the  Am dua t  is o f course  also the  mum m y  o f 

the  de ad pe rson. Ou t  o f this  “secret o f the  corps e”, name ly 

the  unique  ind ividua l image  or  s tructure  o f the  deceased, 

the  blessed immor ta l par t be came  libe rate d by this  journe y  

through the  twelve hours . He  or  she can now rise in the  mor n ­

ing  with the  Sungo d  to immor ta lity .241

T h e  e n c lo s u re  {p eribo los) - lik e  s a r c o p h a g u s  is  s o m e tim e s  

p ro te c te d  b y  Is is  a n d  N e p th y s  a t  th e  c o r n e r s  a t  th e  h e a d  a n d  

S e lk e t a n d  N e ith  a t  th o s e  a t  th e  fe e t. T h e  m u lt i - s t r u c tu r e d  

to m b  is lik e  th e  H o u s e  o f  L ife  (p e r  a n k h ) w h ic h  th e  g o d d e s s  

S e s h a t is s a id  to  o p e n  fo r  th e  d e c e a s e d . T h e  s a c re d  w r itin g s  

( “ m a n if e s ta tio n s  o f  R a ”, b a u  R a ) a re  lo c a te d  in  th e  a n im a te d  

H o u s e  o f  L ife  a s  th e  r e c o m p o s e d  ί αΛ-b o d y  o f  O s ir is . S in c e  in  

th is  re s p e c t w r it in g  a n d  d ra w in g  a re  c lo s e ly  b o u n d  u p  w ith  

th e  d ia le c tic a l a n d  s a c r if ic ia l d is m e m b e r in g  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

r e -c o lle c tio n  a n d  r e s u r r e c tio n  o f  O s ir is , th e  H o u s e  o f  L ife  is 

b o th  th e  s a n c tu a r y  o f  th e  b a u  ( h e t b a u ) a n d  th e  p la c e  to  d ie  

o n e  s “ p h ilo s o p h ic a l  d e a th ”, th a t  is , th e  O s ir ia n  n e th e r w o r ld  

w h ic h  o p e n s  th e  ro a d  fo r  o n e ’s s p ir i tu a l  jo u r n e y :

2 4 0 . A l i s o n  R o b e r t s ,  M y  H e a r t  M y  M ot h er :  D ea t h  a n d  R eb ir th  in  A n cie n t  

g y p t  ( R o t t i n g d c a n :  N o r t h g a t c  P u b l i s h e r s ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  p .  2 0 3 .

2 4 1.  T h e o d o r  A b t  a n d  E r i k  H o r n u n g ,  K n o w led g e f o r  t h e  A f ier lif e:  The  

g y p t ia n  A m d u a t  -  A  Q u es t  f o r  Im m o r ta lit y  ( Z u r i c h :  L i v i n g  H u m a n  H e r i t a g e

P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  2 0 0 3 ) ,  p .  14 3 .
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In  this  way, the  s pir itual jour ne y  o f the  a s pir ing scribe  may 

be  de s cr ibed by images  and te rms  drawn from the  jour ne y  o f 

the  deceased in the  unde rwor ld. . . .  In  P. Salt 825 the per-ankh  

o f Abydos  is said to cons is t o f four  parts , de dicate d to Isis , 

Ne pthys , Horus , and T hoth, while  the  inte r ior  is Os iris : “the 

liv ing  one .”242

C o n s e q u e n tly , fo r  th e  a n c ie n t  E g y p tia n  in i t ia te s  th e  

“ to m b ” m e a n s  a n  e n tir e ly  d if f e re n t  th in g  to  w h a t th e  m a jo r ­

i ty  o f  m o d e rn  s c h o la r s  im a g in e . T h e  s o -c a lle d  “ to m b ”, f irs t 

o f  a ll , is  th e  s a n c tu a ry -h o u s e  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  th e  “ liv in g  

o n e ” ( th e  d e c e a s e d )  re m a in s  in c o r p o r a te d  in  th e  s o c ia l n e t 

o f  th e  th e o p h a n ic  s ta te . I t  is th e  a kh e t (a  w o rd  d e r iv in g  fro m  

th e  v e rb  m e a n in g  “ to  b e  r a d ia n t”, “ to  s h in e ”, “ to  m a k e  in to  a  

s p ir i t  o f  l ig h t”) ,243 th a t  is , th e  p y ra m id - lik e  g a te  w h e re  th e  s u n  

r is e s  a n d  th e  s o la r  r e b ir th  ta k e s  p la c e . A t th e  s a m e  tim e , i t  is 

th e  s c h o o l o f  m y s tic a l p e d a g o g y  w ith  its  l ib r a r y  a n d  a n im a te d  

h ie ro g ly p h s — th e  d iv in e  s p e e c h  fix e d  a n d  e te r n a l is e d  in  s to n e . 

A s s o lid if ie d  l ig h t ,  th e  s to n e  i ts e l f  (a s  b u i ld in g  m a te r ia l)  re fe rs  

to  th e  p r im a e v a l ben -b en  s to n e  o f  H e lio p o lis . I t  is s y m b o lic a l ­

ly  r e la te d  w ith  th e  ro y a l c o n c e p tio n  o f  o n e ’s im m o r ta lis a t io n  

th r o u g h  th e  a s c e n t to  h e a v e n  a n d  in c lu s io n  w ith in  th e  c ir c u it  

o f  R a . T h e  “ to m b ” is th e re fo re  sem a  in  th e  s e n s e  o f  h ie ro g ly p h , 

th e  e ffe c tiv e  th e u rg ic  su n th em a , lik e  th e  O s ir ia n  d jed -p i l la r  o r  

th e  s o la r  o b e lis k  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  p r im a e v a l m o u n d . A t th e  

s a m e  tim e , i t  is  th e  w o m b -lik e  c a v e  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  re s to re d  

E y e  o f  H o r u s — th e  h e a le d  a n d  re s to re d  in i t ia te —e m e rg e s  in  

th e  fo rm  o f  th e  g o ld e n  S c a ra b .

2 4 2 . R i c h a r d  J a s n o w  a n d  K a r l - T h c o d o r  Z a u z i c h ,  Tfw  A n cie n t  E g y p t ia n  

B o o k  o f  T h o th , p .  3 5 .

2 4 3 . J a n  A s s m a n n ,  T h e M in d  o f  E g y p t ,  p .  5 8 .
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I t  is p la u s ib le  th a t  v a r io u s  s c a tte r e d  E g y p tia n  n o t io n s  a n d  

im a g e s  o f  th e  s o u l’s im m o r ta li ty  a n d  a s c e n t ( th r o u g h  th e  

a lc h e m ic a l d e s c e n t to  th e  O s ir ia n  D u a t)  w e re  a d a p te d  a n d  

re u s e d  b y  th e  O rp h ic s , P y th a g o re a n s  a n d  P la to n is ts . T h e  a s ­

s o c ia tio n  o f  h e a v e n  (in  th e  s e n s e  o f  s o la r  kosm os n o eto s) w ith  

im m o r ta lity  is a n  E g y p tia n  th e o lo g ic a l  d o c tr in e , “o c c u r r in g  

m a n y  m ille n n ia  b e fo re  it b e c o m e s  p a r t  o f  B ib lic a l o r  G re e k  

t r a d i t io n ”, a c c o r d in g  to  S e g a l.244 T h e  w in g e d  ba  o f  th e  p h a r -  

a o h — th e  id e a l m er-rekh , “ lo v e r  o f  w is d o m ” — is tr a n s fo rm e d  

in to  th e  w in g e d  a kh  o r  th e  a rc h e ty p a l  n o e tic  s ta r .

T o  in d ic a te  th e  u lt im a te  E g y p tia n  p ro v e n a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  

fu n d a m e n ta l re lig io u s  te n d e n c ie s , p a t te r n s  a n d  id e a s  is n o t  

th e  sa m e  a s  to  b e  p a s s io n a te ly  in v o lv e d  in  a  k in d  o f  “ P la ­

to n ic  O r ie n ta l is m ”, a s  a n a ly s e d  b y  J o h n  W a lb r id g e .245 A t th e  

s a m e  tim e , o n e  n e e d s  to  re m e m b e r  th a t  “a n  a f te r lif e  b e l ie f ” 

in  i ts  c o n te m p o ra ry  W e s te rn  ( o r  la te  a n t iq u e )  fo rm  “ is  n o t  

n e c e s s a r ily  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  r e l ig io n .”246 O r  r a th e r , it  is n o t  th e  

e x p lic i t  te a c h in g  o f  e v e ry  a n c ie n t  r e l ig io n , in c lu d in g  F irs t 

a n d  S e c o n d  T e m p le  J u d a is m  (w h ic h  J a c o b  N e u s n e r  e m p h a ­

s is e s  in  th e  p lu r a l ) .247 “T h e  B ib le  a t  f irs t z e a lo u s ly  ig n o re s  th e  

a f te r lif e .”24”

T h e  P la to n ic  G re e k  ( a n d  u lt im a te ly  E g y p tia n )  n o t io n  o f  

th e  s o u l’s im m o r ta li ty , its  d iv in e  n a tu r e  a n d  its  m y s tic a l u n ­

io n  w ith  th e  n o e tic  o r  s u p r a -n o e tic  p r in c ip le  is v e ry  p r o b le m ­

a tic  e v e n  fo r  e a r ly  C h r is tia n i ty , w h ic h  w as in it ia l ly  a  s e c ta r ­

ia n  b ra n c h  o f  la te  S e c o n d  T e m p le  id e o lo g ie s  a n d  m o v e m e n ts

2 4 4 .  A l a n  F . S e g a l ,  L if e  a ß e r  D ea t h :  A  H is t or y  o f  t h e  A ß e r li f e  in  W estern  

R e lig io n , p .  3 8 .

2 4 5 . J o h n  W a l b r i d g e ,  T h e W isd om  o f  t h e  M y s t ic  E a s t :  S u h r a w a r d i a n d  

a to n ic  O r ien ta lism  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 1) .

2 4 6 . A l a n  F . S e g a l ,  ib id .,  p .  17 .

2 4 7 .  J a c o b  N e u s n e r ,  P r e f a c e  t o  J u d a is m s  a n d  T h eir  M e ss ia h s  a t  t h e  T u r n  

o j t  te Ch r is t ia n  E r a ,  c d .  J a c o b  N e u s n e r ,  W i l l i a m  S c o t t  G r e e n  a n d  E r n e s t  S .

r e r i c h s  ( C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ) ,  p .  I X .

2 4 8 . A l a n  F . S e g a l ,  ib id .,  p .  16 .

97



O r p h eu s  a n d  t h e  R o o t s  o f  P la t on ism

b a s e d  o n  th e  in n o v a tiv e  r h e to r ic  o f  th e  g lo r io u s  r e s u r r e c t io n  

p ro m is e d  fo r  th e  M a c c a b e a n  J e w is h  m a r ty rs . B u t e v e n  th is  

c ru c ia l d o c t r in e  re s ts  o n  r e s h a p e d  G ra e c o -E g y p tia n  p a r a ­

d ig m s  v ie w e d  th r o u g h  P e rs ia n  le n s e s  a n d  a t tu n e d  to  E n o c h i-  

a n  a p o c a ly p t ic  e x p e c ta t io n s .

I f  a ll th is  s e e m s  u n b e lie v a b le , o r  e v e n  o ffe n d s  c e r ta in  r o ­

m a n tic  s e n s ib il i t ie s , o n e  s h o u ld  tu r n  to  W .K .C . G u th r ie , L .J . 

A ld e r in k  a n d  E .R . D o d d s . B u t w e  d o  n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  c a m p  

o f  s u c h  r e s p e c ta b le  s c h o la r s  a s  D o d d s , w h o s e  k n o w le d g e  

“a b o u t  e a r ly  O r p h is m ” d im in is h e d  th e  m o re  h e  re a d  a b o u t  i t . 

H e  sa y s: “ I h a v e  lo s t  a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  k n o w le d g e ; fo r  th is  lo s s  I 

a m  in d e b te d  to  W ila m o w itz . . . . ”249

T h is  w r ite r  m u s t c o n fe s s  to  k n o w in g  v e ry  l i t t le  a s  w e ll— 

a b o u t  e i th e r  e a r ly  O rp h is m  o r  la te  P y th a g o re a n is m . B u t I 

k n o w  th a t  H e -o f - I I e s e re t  b e n e f i te d  m y  k n o w le d g e  th r o u g h  

m a d n e s s , b y  d im in is h in g  i t  to  s u c h  a n  e x te n t  th a t  I c a n n o t  a n ­

sw e r h is  q u e s t io n , “W h o  a re  y o u ? ” P e rh a p s  I a m  th e  m u m m y ­

lik e  ja c k a l  w h o  h a s  c o m e  fro m  th e  fo u r  c o rn e r s  o f  N u n  a n d  

w is h e s  to  b a r k  a m o n g  th e  d o g s  o f  S e s h a t.

M .L . W e s t sa y s  th a t  “s c h o la r s  s o m e tim e s  c h o o s e  to  b e lie v e  

s tr a n g e  th in g s .”250 A n d  h e  h im s e lf  b e c o m e s  a  p r im a ry  e x a m ­

p le  o f  th is  b iz a r r e  p h e n o m e n o n , a r g u in g  th a t  “ O ly m p io d o r -  

u s ’ in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  O r p h ic  m y th  is to  b e  r e je c te d ,” 251 

b e c a u s e  i t  is a  “ m e re ly  N e o p la to n is t  in te r p r e ta t io n ” .252 W h e n  

th e  O r p h ic  a n d  B a k c h ic  su n th em a ta  a re  h a n d e d  d o w n  in  th e  

r i te s  o f  th e  O rp h ic s  a n d  th e  s y m b o lic  s to r y  o f  th e  d is m e m b e r ­

m e n t is e n a c te d , fo r  W e s t, a ll th is  m e re ly  o ffe rs  “ te m p o ra ry  

e s c a p e  fro m  o r d in a r y  life  in to  a  p iq u a n t ,  ro m a n tic , v o lu p tu ­

o u s  fa n ta s y -w o r ld ” .253

2 4 9 . E . R .  D o d d s ,  T h e Gr eek s  a n d  t h e  I r r a t io n a l  ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  19 5 1) ,  p .  14 7 .

2 5 0 . M . L .  W e s t ,  T h e O r p h ic  Poem s,  p .  4 5 .

251 . I b id . ,  p .  16 6 .

2 5 2 . I b id . ,  p .  16 4 .

2 5 3 . I b id . ,  p p .  17 3 - 7 4 ·
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F in a lly , L a rry  A ld e r in k  c o m e s  u p  w ith  th e  la s t  ju d g e m e n t ,  

th a t  a n y  c la im s  a b o u t  a n  “a lle g e d  O r p h ic  a f te r l i f e ” o r  th e  id e a  

o f  p o s t-m o r te m  e x is te n c e  a s  telo s a re  o b s c u re , q u e s t io n a b le  

a n d  in c o n c lu s iv e .254

A lg is  U zd a v in y s

2 5 4 . L a r r y  J .  A l d e r i n k ,  Cr ea t ion  a n d  S a lv a t io n  in  A n cie n t  O r p h is m , p .  3 .
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T H E  M A T H E S O N  M O N O G R A P H S

O r p h e u s  is  k n o w n  a s  a  m y th ic a l t r a g ic  lo v e r , th e  m in s tr e l-h e ro  

w h o  m a d e  th e  s to n e s  d a n c e , b u t  h e  is  a ls o  k n o w n  a s  a  m a jo r  

f ig u re  in  a n c ie n t  G re e k  re l ig io n  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y . I n d e e d , a s  w e  

le a rn  f ro m  th is  b o o k , O r p h e u s , “ th e  T h e o lo g ia n ” p a r  excellen ce , 

r e p re s e n ts  a  m u s ic a l b r id g e  b e tw e e n  th e  e a r l ie s t  G re e k  m y s te r ie s  

a n d  th e  la te s t  H e lle n is t ic  f lo u r is h in g  o f  N e o p la to n ic  a n d  H e rm e tic  

w is d o m  a s  w e ll a s  b e tw e e n  E g y p tia n  in i t ia t io n ,  P y th a g o r e a n  

d o c tr in e s  a n d  P la to n ic  p h ilo s o p h y . A lg is  U z d a v in y s  h a s  le f t  u s  

in  th is , h is  f in a l w o rk , a  m o v in g  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  th e  s u b t le  th r e a d  

r u n n in g  th r o u g h  a n c ie n t  a n d  c o n te m p o ra r y  l i te r a tu r e  r e la te d  to  

O r p h e u s . H e  s p a re s  n o  c r i t ic is m  o f  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  s o m e  c u r r e n t  

s c h o la r ly  v ie w s , s te e r in g  th e  r e a d e r  to w a rd s  th e  c o n v ic tio n  th a t  

p h ilo s o p h y , i f  i t  is  n o t  to  r e m a in  m e re  e s c a p is m , is  n o  le s s  th a n  a  

“ k n o w le d g e  th r o u g h  m a d n e s s ” e n ta i l in g  s e lf - tr a n s fo r m a tio n  a n d  

u lt im a te ly  u n io n  w ith  th e  D iv in e .
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